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DELEGATES 

Who attended the CaNGRESS, held 
2it Philadelphia^ May lo^ 1775. 

Hon. Jn, Sullivart, Efq; | Joim Langdon^ Efq. 

Mafacbujett' S'Biiy. 



John Adams^ Efq; 
Rob. Treat Paine ^ Eiq; 



Hon. Jn. Hancock^ Efq; 
' Hon- Tbo.. Cufthig, Efq; 
Mr. Samuel Adorns^ 

Rhode^Ifiahd^ 
Hon. Sup. Hopkins^ Efqj j Hoow Sam. Watd^ Efq; 

^nne^icut. 



Hon. Elipbakt IXjer^ 
Efq; 



New-Tofk, 



liomRoger Sberman^^fq^ 
Si/fiiDeMe, E%. / 



Pfo7^ LivingftMi Efq^ 
y^/w^i Duane^ Efi|; 
3^^i&« ^^/, Elq; . 
• 7f*;^ >;^, Efqj 
iS/V?7(?» Boerum, Efq; 
William Flayd^ Efq; 

^ew^Jerfey. 
James Kinfeyy Efq; I j^^^« D'Hartf Efq; 

Stephen Crane^ Efq; I Richard Smithy Efq; 
^^. Livingjiotty Efq; | 

Pennjjfhania. 



Henryi Wtfner^ Efq: 
Philip Schuyler^ Efq; 
George Clinton^ Efq; 
L^wi MorriSf Efq; 
Francis Lewisy Efq; 
1?^^. I?, £iving/lony Efq; 



j^(?i&» Dickenfon, Efq; 
Thomas Miffiin^ Efq; 
C6^. Humphreys^ Efq; 
John Morton, Efq; 
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George Rofs, Efq; 

Benj . Franklin^ Efq; 
iTifei?. Willing^ Efq; 

7^;w^i ^/^;7, Efq; 

Lower 
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Lower Counties on Delmvare. 
Hon. Cafar Rodney f Efq; I George Read^ Efq; 
Thomas MKeane^ Efq; | 

Maryland. 



Hon. Mat. Tilgbmany Efq 

Tbo. yoJbnfon, jun. Efqj 

Ro6. Goldjbprougb^ jun. 

Efq; 



Hon . Peyt. Randolph, Edi^ 
Geo. fTaJhington, Efq; 
Patrick Henry, Efq; 
Rich. Henry Lee, Efq; 



Virginia. 



William Paca, Efq; 
Samuel Chafe^ Efq; 
John Hall, Efq; 
Thomas Stone, Efq; 



Edmund Pendleton, Efq^ 
-Bf«/. Harrifon, Efq; 
Richard Bland, Efq;] 
Ti&t?. Jefferfon, Efq; ' 



North-Carolina. 
William Hooper, Efq^ j Richard Cafwell, Efq; 
Jofeph Hemes, Efq; . | 

Sotab^Carolfna. 



Hon. 7ilf«ry Middleton, 

Efq; 
Thomas Lynch, Efq; 



XbriJl.Gadfden, Efq; 
John Rutledge, Efq; 
Edward Rutledge, Efb} 



Parijh of St. John's, in Georgia^ 
Lyman Hall, Efq 



JOURNAL, 



,___ J 



^||MiM^BMa^iHaaHHBMa«iMMriaaH«an«Bi^MaaHHMa*i*MaM«ai*a 



i4> 



JOURNAL, &cj 



WEDNESDAY, TVIay lo, 1775. 

A Number of Delegates from the Colonies of 
New-Hampfhire, Maflachufett's-Bay, Con- 
nefticut. New- York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, 
Delaware Counties, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina and South- Carolina, agreeable to their 
appointment and orders, received from their refpec- 
tive colonies, met at Philadelphia, and being con« 
vened in the State- Houfe, proceeded to the choice 
of a Prefident, when 

Upon Motion, The Hon. PEYTON RAN- 
D O L P H was unanimoufly chofen Prefident. 
After the Prefident was feated, 

Mr. Charles Tbomfon was unanimoufly chofea 
Secretary. 

Andrew M'Neare was chofen Door-keeper, and 
William Shed, Meflenger. 

Agreedy That the Rev. Mr. Duch6 be requefted 
to open the Congrefs with Prayers to-morrow 
morning ; and that Mr. Willing, Mr. Sullivan, and 
Mr. Bland, be a Committee to wait on Mr. Duch6^ 
and acquaint him with the requeft of the Congrefs. 

Adjourned till'to-morrpw at 11 o'clock. 

THURSDAY, May 11, 1775. 

Agreeable to the order of yefterday, the Congrefs 
was opened with Prayers, by the Rev. Mr. Duche, 
After Prayers the Congrefs, according to adjourn- 
ment, proceeded to bufinefs, 

B z The 
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The Delegates from the feveral Colonics pro-i 
duced their refpedltve crfcdentialsi which were read 
and approved, as follows : 

New Hampftiire. At the Convention of Depu- 
ties, appointed by the feveral towns in the province 
aforefaid, held at Cxeter, on the asth day of Ja- 
nuary, 1775, 

The Hon. John Wentwortb, Efq. in the Chair. 

Voted, That John Sullivan and John Langdon, 
Efqrs. be delegated to reprefent this province in the 
Continental Congrefs, propofed to be held at Phila- 
delphigy on the tenth day of May next, and that 
they and each of them, in the abfence of the 
other, have full and ample power, in behalf of this 
prc^ince, to confent and agree to all meafnres, 
which faid Congrefs fhalldeem necefiary, to obtain 
redrefs of American grievances. 
True copy atiejied^ 

MASHECK WEARE, Clerk to the Convention. 

< 

Province of the Maflachufett*s-Bay, in Provincial 
Congrefs^ Cambridge, Dec. 5, 1 774. 

* Refohed^ That the proceedings of the American 
Continental Cohgrefsi held at Philadelphia, on the 
5th day of September laft, and reportoi hy the ho- 
nourable Delegates from this Colony, have, with 
the deliberation due to their high importance, been 
<;on(idered by us, and the American Bill of Rights, 
therein contained, appears to be formed with the 
greateft ability and judgment ; to be founded on the 
immutable lav\rs of nature and reafon, the principles 
of the Englifti conftitution, and refpeftive charters 
and coi\ftitutions of the Colonies, and to be worthy 
of their moft vigorous fupport, as eflentially ne- 
ccflkry to liberty ; likewifc the ruinous and iniqui- 
tous meafures, which in violation of thefe rights, 

at 
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at prefent convulfe and threaten deftruiflioti tb 
America, appear to be clearly pointed out, and ju-r 
dicious plans adopted for defeating them. 

^ RefoheJy That the moft grateful acknowledge- 
ments arc due to the truly honourable and patriotic 
Members of the Continental Congrefs, for their 
wife and able exertions in the caufe of American 
Liberty ; and this Congrefs in their own names, and 
in behalf of this Colony, do hereby, with the ut-- 
moft fincerity, cxprefs the fame. 

Refolved^ That the Hon. John Hancock, Hon. 
Thomas Cufliing, Efquires, Mr. Samuel Adams^ 
John Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, Efquires^ 
or any three of them, be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed and authcrifed to reprefent this Colony,^ on 
the I oth of May next, or fooner if neceffary, at the 
American Congrefs, to be held at Philadelphia, with 
full power, with the Delegates from the other 
American Colonies, to concert, agree up- n, dircdt 
and order fuch further mcafurcs, as fhall to them 
appear to be beft calculated for the recovery and 
eftabli(hment of American rights and liberties, and 
for rcftoring harmony between Great- Britain and 
the Colonies. 

A true cf>py of Record^ 

J^ENJAMIN LINCOLN, Secretary. 

In Provincial Congrefs, Cambridge, Fei. 6, 1 775. 

Refahed, That the Hon; John Hancock, Hon. 
Thomas Cufhing, Efquires, Mr. Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, Efquires, 
appointed by the laft Provincial Congrefs to repre- 
fent this Colony, ba the loth of May next, or 
fooner if neceffary, at the American Congrefs, to 
be held at Philadelphia, be, and they are hereby 
atithorifed and impowcred, with the Delegates from 

the 
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the other American Colonies, to adjourn from time 
to time, and place to place, as fhall be judged ne- 
ceflary, and to continue in being as Delegates, for 
this Colony, until the 31ft day of December, next 
enfuing, and no longer. 

A true Copy of Record^ 

BENJAMIN LINCOLN, Secretary. 

In the Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Colony of Con" 
nedicut, November 3, A. D. 177^* 

. This Houfe proceeded to nominate, cbufe and 
appoint Delegates, to attend the General Congrefs 
to be holden at Philadelphia on the loth day of 
May next, and made choice of the Hon. Eliphalet 
Dyer, Hon. Roger Sherman, Silas Deane, * Titus 
Hofmer, and * Jonathan Sturgefs, Efquires, to be 
their Delegates, any three of whom are authorifed 
and impowered to attend faid Congrefs, in behalf of 
this colony, to join, confult and advife with the 
Delegates of the other Colonies in Britifh America, 
on proper meafures for advancing the beft good of 
the Colonies. 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS, Speaker. 
A true copy^ extraSled from the journals of the Houfe^ 

Attefedy RICHARD LAW, Clerk. 

At a provincial" Convention formed of Deputies 
from the city and county of New-York, the city 
and county ot Albany, and the counties of Dutchefs, 
tJlfter, Orange, Weftchefter, King's and Suffolk, 
held at the City of New- York, the 22d of April, 
1775, for the purpofe of appointing Delegates to' 
reprefcnt the -colony of New- York, in the next 
Continental Congrefs, to be held at Philadelphia on 
the loth of May next, Philip Livingfton, James 

Duane> 
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Duane, John Alfop, * John Jay, Simon Boerum, 
William Floyd, * Henry Wifner, * Philip Schuy- 
ler, * George Clinton, Lewis Morris, * Francis 
Lewis^ and * Robert R. Livingfton, jun/ Efquires, 
were unanimoufly elefted Delegates, to reprefent 
this Colony at fuch Congrefs, with full power to 
them or any five of them, to meet* the Delegates 
from the other Colonies, and to concert and deter- 
mine upon fuch meafures as (hall be judged mod 
efFeftual for the prefervation and re-eftabli(hmcnt of 
American rights and privileges, and for the reftoratioa 
of harmony between Great-Britain and the Colonies. 

Signed^ Leonard Lupenard, Ifaac Roofevelt,^ 
Abraham Walton, Alexander M'Dougall, and 
twenty-four others. 

Wc the fubfcribers do in behalf of ourfelves and 
thofe freeholders iq of Queen's county, at wiiofe 
requeft we attended the Convention, iignify our 
a0ent to, and approbation of the above Delegation; 

Signed f John Fulman, Zebulon Williams, Jacob 
31ackwelU Jofeph Robinfon, 

New- Jersey. In AJfemblyy Pcrth-Aftiboy, TJ/^/Si^r, 

'January 24, 1775. 

Refohed unanimoujly^ That James Kinfcy, Stc^ 
phen Crane, William Livingfton, John De Hart, 
and Richard Smith, Efqrs. or any three of them^i^e, 
juid they are hereby appointed to a trend the Conti- 
nental Congrefs.of the Colonics, intended to be held 
at the city of Philadelphia, in May next, or at any 
other time and place ; and that they report their 
proceedings to the next feffion of General Aflcmbly. 
^ A true copy- from the Jqurnals^ 

RICHARD SMITH, Clerk of the Affembly: 

Penn- 



Pennsylvania, In AJfewbly, December' il, 1774^'*" 

A. M. 

Upon Motion, Refohed^ N. C. D. That the ho- 
nourable Edward Biddlc, John Dickinfon, Thomas 
MifBin, Charles Humphreys, John Morton, and 
George Rofs, Efquires, be, and they are hereby ap- 
pointed Deputies on the Part of this Province, to 
attend the general Congrcfs, propofed to be held at 
the city of Philadelphia, on the tenth day of May 
next, and that they or any four of them do meet 
the faid Congr^fs accordingly, unlefs the prefcat 
grievances of the American Colonies fhall before 
that time be redrefTed. 

ExtraSifrom the yournals^ 
CHARLES MOORE, Clerk of the Affembly, ' 

In Affembfyi May 6, 1 775, A. M. 

A 

Refolvedy N. C. D. That Benjamin Franklin^ 
hon. Thomas Willing, and James Wilfon, Efquires, 
be, and they are hereby added to th^ Deputies ap«- - 
pointed by this Houfe; to attend the Continental 
Congfref^, expected to meet thcten^h inflant in this. 

city. 

Exfra^jrom the youmals, 
qHARLES MQORE, Clerk of the Afembfy. 

« * » » 

Lpw^at. Counties on Delaware. In AJfembly^ 
^Hmrfdayy March 16, 1775, A. M. 

On motion, Refohed,.N. C. D* That theJHon* 
Cifcfar Rodney, Thomas M^Kean, and George Read, 
Efqrs., be, and they are hereby appointed and au- . 
thorized to reprefent this government at the Ame- ^ 
rican Congrefs, propofed to be held at the city of 

. Phila- 
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Philadfeiphia^ on the tenth day of May h^xt, or at 
any other time or place,, with full power to them or 
any two of them, together with the Delegates from 
the other American Colonies, to concert and agree 
upon fuch further meafures^ as (hall appear to them 
befl calculated for the accommodation of the un- 
hf^ppy di^ererices between Greajf. Britsin'^nd her 
Color^ies on a conftitutional foundatioiiy: which- ti)k 
Houfe moft ardently wifh fbr^ and that they rtsport 
their proceedings to the next feffiohs of Oeneral 
Aflembly. , • ^ ,. ;: / : 

, , Trui copy af the mnutei of Jijj^bfy ^ - 

. DAVID THOMPSON, Clerk to the 'AJJkmbly. \ 

; Maryland. .At a meeting of tRc< Deputies' 
appointed by the feveral coontibs of the province of 
Maryland, atthe city of Annapolis, byadjonrnmenc 
on the 8th December, 1774, and contiAue4 till the 
1 2th day of the fame niomb. 

Refohed unanimoujly^ That the hohr Matthew 
Tilghman, Thomas Johnfon, jun. * R9|)ert Goldf- 
borojjgh, WiUiam Paca/Samucr Chafe,. John Hall 
* Thomas Stone, Efqrs. or any three or 'more o 
tbem be Delegates fo reprefent this province in the 
next Continental Congrefs, gnd that they, or any 
three or more, oif them, have fiill and ample power- 
to confent and agree to all mcafures, which fuch 
CoDgrefs ihall deem neCeiiajry and cfFe<ftuaI to obtain 
a redrefs of American grievances; and. this pro-^ 
vince bind themfelves to execijfe to the utngioft of 
their power, aH Refolutions which the fai4 Congrefs . 
irtay ^dqpt. And further, if the faid Congrefs fhall , 
think neceiTary to adjoiirriji we do authorizcour <aid - 
Dele|;<atte*s to rcpr^eht and' a<^ for this province in 

C any 



of 



any one Congys^, to b? M4 t>y virto? <rf" ^th adF 

&i^ne4 ty order, 

; JOHN DTTCkBT, Ckrk^ 

ViikaimA- • At. a Convention of Delegates fof 
the couritiesi and corporations in tfce colony of Vir- 
ginia^ st the tourn of Richmond, in the coui)ty ol^ 
HenriG*,,on Monday xht jtoth of March, 1775. 

The Convention proceeded to the eledlioh of DeU 
legates l^vb^ilot) to represent tbiB colony in General 
Congrefs^to be held at the city of Fb^Udelphia, on 
the' tenth^'iJay of May next, when the hon. Peytoo 
Randolph* iSeftrge Wefliington, ♦ Patrick Henry, 
Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendkton* Beojamiii 
Harrifoi), iif^;Riph»rd Bkndy Efqrs, were cbofen fior 
tbat porpofe*/ . . v 

PEYTON RANDOtPH, Prefident. 
JQHN/TA:^EWE^ cl?rlc^lhe p6fivcnti<^n, 

JNoRTHrCjgsLpi^iNAi fiX a general meeting oi 
X)elega(€[s df the rinhabitaot;. of thisf province, in 
C^ventpn^. at I^e«i^ber% d^^ jth.day of April^ 

rrefent, jtHc fion. John If arveyi Efij^ Moderator^ : 
and 68 members. 



On motion, i?^y&A;^i, That William Hooper, Jo- 
feph Ifeu^es, 4|^d Richard Cafwell, Efqrs, be, and! 
arc hereby appointed Delegates to attend the Gcnc-a. 
ral Congreft, to be held at Philadelphia, oh the tenth 
d^y of May next, or 'at any other time -and placcj^, . 
ttiat fhill be ap|)ointcd |pr diat purpofe, anfl they are\ 




J 
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Jierefcy in^^ftcd with fuch jJowers ks' daay make any 
9i&^ doiMJ by them, or any of tlWm/or confent jgif eti 

in behalLof this province, oblig*^o*'yj i^ honour^ 
<r|Joii evfery inhabitant fl»#tdf* i 

JOnti HARNEY, Maderkbr. 
Atttpdby ANDREW KNOX, Cl^ki, 

] In the Ajfemblj T[tb, QfAprih i775- 

; tUfihedy That the Hoafe ^ highly approve of 
the proDiedings of th^ Continental Coqgreii, lately^ 
bdd jat Philadelphia, aftd .th»t they are ddermiJketf^ 
as menibers of the community in geoeralj that the|K 
V^illftridly adhere^ to. &e (kid Refditttion^^ and will 
ufe what iaflu^nce c tb^ havCf to Jndtice «he iaint 
obieorapc^ in every individqal o£ this province^ > :. is 

f T^is Houfe having received infcv^iationy that 
WiUikm. Hooper, Jofeph Hewe$» and Richard Ca& 
we]lt< E^r8* . wcne appointed by the ConventioD^' 
held at Newbern, as Delegates to attend the meeting 
of thc^ CpQunental Congreis. foop to ;b6 Jti^kl at Phi^ 
ladelphia. * 

Rgdhied^Thki the Hbule approve of tfie chokf 
ji^adc by the faid Convention^ 
A true copyfrtm thei jMrnd^^ oftbeHo^ofAffenddy. 

., ,. JAMES GREEN^ jun. C/v-i^. 

Sdi/TBf-CARotiNA. In the Cdmmms JJoufeof Jf-* 

; fimb^^ Friday ji df February ^ ^775^ 
^ Whereas the Continental Congrefs, Helci at th^, i^lA- 

city of Plytadelpbia in September laft, aniong^ other ^^ 

thingrrecommended to the feveral Colonfe? io North , 
Arnerici, to ch'ufe Deputies as foon aspo0^l|k> tp., 
hold 'another Congreis at the fame place» on tl^e \ 
tenth tlay of May next» and this Houfe being fully 
fatuj^^d with the coadui£t and fidelity of their lateN* "^ 

Deputitt 
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JDepudea at the Cpngreis,. 4o hcitby noJAinate and 
Appoint the ilpp, H. Middlcton, Tho.tLynch, Chr. 
Gadfden, John Rutledge^ ^d Ed. Rutledgc, Efqrs, 
t>cputies for and in behalfof this Coloqy> to incct 
the Deputies appointed^ or to be appointed, on the 
part and b<ha}f of the. other tColoni^ at the city of 
ShjladelpJ|iA» or any otber.pjac^^ that (ball be agreed 
on by the faid Deputies in General Congrefs, with 
full power and authority to concert, agree to and cf- 
feAaally prbfecute fucb maafures, as in the opinion 
of^thefaid Deputies and the Deputies to be a0em-' 
li^ed, (halt 1>e mgiX. likely - to obtain a redrefs of 
4LiiAerrcari grievances. ' 

i Refohedi 'Thsit the Deputies hereby appointed, 
mi the parr-alid behalf of this eokriy, are authorifed 
and ecnpowtred to agree; that the Continental Con* 
grefs may meet 4t any future time, and at fuch place 
a^iball be/ agreed on, aidd to adjourn from time to 
tjme ; provided It db nbtiexceed nine months from 
the date* of tHdr meeting in May next 

.^tteJleJ, THOMAS FARK^'jM:C/erL: 



t • » * * 



Msfirfifl J^xipt the JourSfmlsioftBe Provincial Con^ 
grefs of SovTH'CAROLiii A J puiiijhed iy vrder of 
, the Gongr^s\ \ i th ofyanuary^ 1 775I 

u ^'Rejhhedf That the hon; tlehry Middleton, Efq; 

I' Thomas- Lynch, Chriftopher Gadfden, J(An Rut- 

..;. ^dge imd ^ward Rutkdge, .fifqrs- or any three 

of them, be, 'and they are hereby appointed and au-* 
thorifed to reptefent this Colony, on the tenth day^ 
of May next, or fooner, if lieceflary, at the American 
Cbngrcfs, to be held at Philadelphia or elfc where, 
vHth full po^Yer to concert, agree upon,* diredl and 
erdcr fucb further rhcafures, as in the opinion ijf the 
faid Deputies, a^rid thePelegates of the othtr.Ame- 
<V ' rican .Colonies, -to be alT^nibled, fhiJl appear to be 
*** ^^ -• nccef- 
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neccffary for the recovery and eftabliflimcftt of 
American Rights and Liberties, and for rcftoring 
harmony between Great- Britain and her Colonies. 

* Upon motion, Rtfolvtdy That the thanks of th^ 
Congrefs be given to the rev. Mr. Ducbe, for per- 
forming Divine Service agreeable to the dcfire of 
the Congrefs, and for his excellent prayer fo v^ell 
adapted to the prcfentoccafion. 

• Ordered, That Mr. Bland, Mr, Willing, and Mr.* 
Sullivan, be a cpmmittte to v^rait upon Mr. Duche, 
and return the thanks of the Congrefs, agreeable to 
the above Refolution . * ^ 

Upon motion, Refoivedy That the doors be kept 
ftiut durrng the time of feu^nefs, and that the mem- 
bers cbiifiderthcmfelves uncJer the ftrongeft obliga- 
tions of honour to keep the proceedings feCfet, un* 
til the majority (hall direft them to be made public* 
* NotfcV-^All the members attended except thofix 
marked thus*. ♦ . . . ; « 

A cifcufcif letter irom the Agents Williatn Bol- 
lan, Benjamin Franklin, and Arthur Lee, Efqrs. 
diredted to the Speakers of fcvcral Aflemblies, and 
fundry papers therrein referred io^ were laid before 
the Congrefs and read ; the letter is as fcdlows : 

Sir,' London, Feb- 5, 1 775* 

O U^ laft letter in£ocmed you, that the King had 
declared His intentions of laying the Petition l^fore 
fiis two Hbufes of Parliament. It has accordingly 
been laid before each Houfe, but undiftinguiihed , 
among a variety of letters and other .papers from 
America. 

A rriotlbn made by Lord Chatham to withdraw 
the troops* from Bollon, as the firft ftep towards a 
conciliating plan, was rejeded ; and the miniftry 
have declared in both Houfes the determination to 
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inforce obedience to all the tate laws. Fqr tha 
purpofe we underAand that three regiments pffoot, 
6ne of dragoons, feven hundred marines, fix Jlpopf 
of war, and two frigates, are now under orders /or 

irrca. ' ■ ' 

' We think it proper to inform you that your cauib 
was well defended by a confiderable number of good 
and wife men in both Houfes of Parlianiient, though 
far from being 9 majority : And that ipany of .the 
commercial and manufaduring parts of the nation,: 
toncerned in the American trade, have pr^ibiit^i^; 
or as we underfland, are preparing to prefei)t pe*» 
titions to pacUament doclariog their great, concern 
for the prcfent liiihappy controverfies with Ameri- 
ca, and praying exprcfsly, or in efFedl, for, healing 
meafures, as the proper aieans of preferving their 
commerce now greatly fufJering or endangcrfd# Buti 
the treatment the petitions already prefcnted have 
hitherto received is fuch, as, in our opinion^ caa 
afford you BO reliance oa tbeprefeot relief, tlirougb 
their means. . 

As foon as we learnt t}iat the I^etitipnpf the 
Congfcfs was before the HQu(e of CoiomonSi wc 
thought it our duty to iupport it, if wc might be 
permitted fo to do, as there was no other opportu- 
nity -for th^ {viifiie];(Ni$ iohlbitants of the Coumids to 
be heard iii defenjce of their rights : Accordingly, yre 
jbined in a petition for that purpofe. . Sir i&eoi^e 
Saviiic kindly undertook tb ^tefent it. 1^\ii on pre- 
vtoufly opening the purport of it, as tfcye order is^* 
tf debate arofe on the propriety of receiving it, and 
on adivifion.it was rejected by a great majority. 

The following cxtradk of a letter from'General 
Gage to Lord Dartmouth, as laid before Parliarii^ht, 
wc think it oat duty to tranfmit, tii. 

** Dec. 15, 1774* Your Lorcl{hip*9 idei of dif- 
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•rmifig certain provinces .would dbuUIcfs be 
fiftcfit with. prudence and fafety^ .but knehheris^ 
por has been pradicable, .withaut having recoorfc 
to force, and being matters of the country.'* 

It was thrown out in debate by a principal raeoi- 
ber of adminiftration, that it would be proper to 
alter the charters of Connedicut and Rhode-Ilknd« 

Inclofed we fend you a copy of the Reiblxitioni 
paiSed in a conimittee of the whole houfe on Thurf-* 
day iaft, which are to be reported on Monday. . It 
is faid that thefe Refolutions are to be the foonda-^ 
uon of; feveral bills to be brought in, but the pnr<- 
port of thefe bills we have not yet learnt with iuSBi^ 
icient certainty. ' ^ . . . • . 

We fend you likewifc a copy of Lord Chatham's 
firft motion in the Houfe of Lords, and of his plafl^ 
of a bill for fettling, the troubles between Grqit-B/j^, 
tain and the Coloixles s,.both which were rejededoQ 
fbe firfl reading. 

With great refpcd we are. Sir, . 

Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

WILLIAM BOLLAN,. 
BENJAMIN FRANKLlN,^ 

ARTHUR LEE. 
. The p^rs referf ed to in the foregoing lettfirj jbjOn 
ing publifned in the. news-paper8| it is not neceflary^ 
tpinfertthem. / 

Mr* Hancock laid beibre . the Congrefo, -a letter- 
from'tbe Provincial Congrefs of Maflachufbtt's-Stay^ . 
together with certain refolutions formed by: laid* 
Congrefs, and a pop^ pf a letter fent by.faidCciir, 
^reis to th^ir .4g^^.in England, and an addrd^t»- 
the inhabitants of Great- Britain, on the late en- 
gagement between the troops under General Gage . 
j^pd tjie inh^bitapts of Mafiachuicti VBay ; alfo a* 
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mimberlofilepofilions duly attefted, relatiyetdthe 
fommencemenl^of faid hoftilitks/ all which wei« 
feady an^are^as follows : , ^ 

'In Provincial Congr^fsy Water town. May 3, • 

^775' ■ 

To the Honourable American Continental Gon- 
grcjft, to be convened at Philadelphia, oa the 
tcBth of May, inftant. 

^ ' May it. pleafe your Honours, 

THE Congfds of this Colony, impreffed with 
tftit deepeft coricrt-n for their Country under thcpre- 
Ibnt critical . and alarming ilate of its public affairs^^ 
feeg leave ivhh the utnioft fubmiflion, whilft adling^ 
jh^fttpport of theCaufe of America, to requeft the 
direction and afliftance of your rcfpedable affemblyv; 
* The inclofed packet contairring the copies of de- 
pofitiorifi, which we have difpatched for London/ 
alio an addrefs to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain, 
and a letter to our ^colony Ageirt, Benjamin Frank- 
lin, Efq; .are huntbly*fubtnitted to your confide- 

-vThe-fangtmiary zeal lof the mimftcrial army, Xo 
rtiln etiffd dellroy the inhabitants of this Colony* in. 
I^e opinion of this Congrefs, hath rendered the efta-' 
blifhment of an army indifpenfihly.neceirary : we 
have accordmgly pafled an unanUrious refolve for- 
thftneen thoufand fix hundred men to be forthwith 
Aifed by this Colony; and propofals are made by- 
us-to^thc Gongrefs of New-Hampftiire, and go- 
vtJrntBentS' df Rhode-Ifland aqd Conhedicut Co- 
lonies, for furniftiing men .in the iatne pro- 
portion. .. , ^ 
\ * • They 
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^The Mdert engencyof^ouf piiblic^fiirs pre4 
eluded tkt po&^ililty &f Editing for yoardht&ioTi 
in thtfe icnjxk-tarit meafti4tis/ more^efpieciaUjr as z 
coniidarable reinforcement from GreAt*Britain is 
daily expeded in this Colony* and wcrarenovir 
i^diKied to the fad alt^native of defending our« 
felves by arms> or fabmitted to be flaughtered.- 
• With^ the grcateft deference, we be(g leave to 
fiiggeft, that a powerful ^aiifliy* on' the' ide'of 
America, hath been confidered hy this Congrefsr 
a$ the only means left t(t ftem the rapid pMgn& 
of a tyrahniojd miniihy. I Without a ibrcb Cupe* 
lior to our enemies^ we Ohaft reifonabiy expefl: td 
liecome the.vi^msofitheirrelemleisfory. Wifibt 
fbch a force. We may iliU iit^w hopes of feeing zxt 
immediate' end put to tbeu ihhunuin rwzges o£ 
mercenary trodps- in Ameiiot, and the ;if icked 
authors of ouf-miferies ;brboghtto oondign pa- 
nifhment, by the joft indigiiatioo of xsur^bpethrcq 
in Great-Britain* 

.* VWie hope that xhis Colony Will, at< all dmes* be 
reaidy^ to fpend and to i>e.ipeot in ti^eettiicoC 
America. It is, neverchdlefSi a mis£>rtiine great- 
ly operating to^^fts diiadiranta^, that itiiaa'aignMe 
ftomber df ieai-port towqs~^pded to the approach 
of the eneniy by fea; from. many of which tliG 
inhabiMnta have retooved ^nd ate removltig their 
families atld eflbiSs, to ttvoid deftru^Skion fr6m 
ihips of vvar» Thefe-we uppreheiid, will be g&i 
nerally diftreiled from want of fubfiftanee, aiul 
difabled from contributing aid for fupportihg the 
fi>rce$ of the CcJonyj but we have the greateft 
confidence in the wifdom and abUity of <the Con^ 
tinent to fupport us, (q far as it (hall appear ne^^ 
ceflary for iupponing.the common cauie of the 
American Colonies. ' 

We alfi) indofe ieveralrefolves for impowering. 
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and diteding oW receivcr-gcawrAl to.fcbjrrow Ae 
fum of ^O0c hundred thouiaod poaiids^: lawful 
pioncy^ -and to ifliic his notes £ox thfs &mc, it being 
the only jneafu res which we could have recourie 
to for fupporting opr forces ; and we requeft youf; 
afSftance in rendering our meafures efFedluaL by- 
giving ojur aotes a currency through.tbe Continent, 
. PSEFHWAKREN, Prejdeni, P. r. 

Thi6:< pa|jerft inclofcd and referred to in th» 
above^ -are ^tfollovs :— ----r 

InPrwmcia/Congrefs,WATEKrQwiiyMay2, 1775^ 
Re/bh^, That the Receiver-General be, and 
lierebyvis impou^tred and dired):ed« to borrow the 
fum of one hundred thoufand pounds, lawful 
money, and iiTue cokmy . iecurity for the fame» 
payable with annual intereft at (ix per cent. Juncr 
I ft, lyyjs and that the Continental Congrefs be 
deiired to rccoaimend to the feveral Colonies, ta 
give a currency to fuch^fecurities. 

jitrue extraSifrom th^.Minute^f 
' SAMUEL.FREEMAn, Secretary, P. T. 

Jn Pr^vmcmlCongre/^W ATZKTQV/ iJirM^yh ^ 77 S^' 
Refohedp That the fecurities given by, the Re*f 

ceiverisG^oerid, for the monies borrosyed by himt 

In purAiance of the ^iforegoing.refolve^ .be4n th« 

form foUorvving. viz. 

(C^hnyofthf Massachu^settVBay, 

' No.: the day of ,; . .A.D.iyj bort. 

rowed and received of A; B. the fun) of . 

lawful mon5y, for the ufe and fervice. of the qolony 

of -the MaiTaehufett's-Bay, and in behalf of faid^co- 

Ibny. .1 do hereby promife and oblige, myfclf and 

focceflbrs, in the office of Trgafurer or JReceivcr-?* 

General, to repay ta the faid ^ or to hi§ order^ 

Ae firil day of June, 17771 the afofcf^d (utn of 

lawful money, in Spaniih tiuJled PoUars^ af. 

fix (hilUngs eaeb| orjn the feveral fj>eci|ps.Qf cpioed 

filvc;r 
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^Iver and gold, eniimeratedift; ati Ad rAide ziid 
paflcd in the 23d vear of his late Majefty Kinig 
6ebrge the Second, intitled, ^* Aii JsStf&r vXcUr-^ 
tainirig the rates at which coined 'iilVeratod 
gold, Englifli half-pence- and fafdlfirtj^^- msqf 
pafs within this "gdveffiift^t,*' anfd acdordingj 
to the rates therein mentioned, with itftereft; 'to- 
be paid annually at fix per cehK Witnefs nsy hand, 

A. B.n • " 

C. D,| 

And whereas inconveniences may ariie^'fey the 
Receiyef-gerierars iffuing notes jfor fmall fubis, 
• therefore, 

i?g/&A;(?^, That the Receiver-General be, arid 
he hereby is direfted not to iflfue any notes for a 
lefs fum than four pounds lawful money. 

AtrueextraStfromthtt/Rt/hats^ 
SAMUEL FREEMAN, Sec. P. T. 
Te). the Hgn. Benjamin Pramklin, Efy. 

at LonJon. 
In Provincial CortgrefiiWsitcnowD, April 26^ 1 '/y^^ 
** SIR, V ' 

*' From the entire confidence we repofe in v<>ur 
faithfulnefs and' abilities, we confider It the nap- 
pinefs of this CAlony, that tlse important truft of 
Agency for it, iii this d4y of tinequaled diftreft, i« 
devolved on your handsi and- we donbt not your 
attachment to the caufe of the Liberties of ^man- 
kind will make every 'po(tJble eiertipn itt our be- 
half a pleafure to ydui although our cifcumftances 
will compel us oftiett to' interrupt your tdpofe by 
matters that will furely give* you pain. A fingu- 
lar inftance hereof is the oecafion of the tf rcfent 
letter. The contents of this packet will be our 
apology far troubling you With it. 

•^ Frt>m th^^fe you will fee "'how awi by whom 

Da wc 



lll»Mtttf«L:ty»f« . 

^' Our eaemiefty we ate tpld^ have difpatclied 
tti Gi^^B^itaih S/falacious account pf the t;ra*i^ 
ge4y they llav6 be|<un J to prevent the operatioit 
m which totikt puhtk iojury^ w^e have engaged 
Ithe vt&eA that conveys this to you^ as a Packet itk 
tjl€ fc^rvkp .of tbt$ GoloBy^ and we requeft.ypuC 
afliftance in fupptying Capt. Derby, who com-* 
mands her^ with fuch neceflariei as he (hall want, 
on the credit of your conftitue|S|s . in Ma^chu-^ 

, *^ 5llt we raoft ar:^ntly wi(h that the feveral 
papers herewith inclofed may be immediate;}]^ 
^inted laif d'di^ierred thtoogh every *towti in Eng« 
«m^t .i|t)4 efpecialiy e^mmumcated to the Lord-! 
Mayor^ AJdernofSt ai)d CeMlcil of the city of Lon<r 
dohy t;jia« t}icy may tUEe ibch order thereon as 
they* may think prO(>trr . An4 w$ are confident 
yoQT fidelity wjiU xi»ake ^h impfovf^^nt of them, 
as fhall convince all who are not determined to be 
III evcrtaftini: bUi)dacf$« tha^ it ifr ^e tiaited* cf^ 
forb of both Englands that caii ttte .either. * But 
that whatever price our bfelhMiiv.ki the one may 
be ptenfed to put oa their conllifutiQnal I^bertie^^ 
we are atithoriised tof aiofv ycHi^ ^t the inhabi- 
ttofs df the Oiher, v^iAk the gre«teft unanimity, 
areinfl^fibly refolvtsd to U^ tlmifs only at the 
price of their lives. - 

iSfgftf^ h order off be Prtyoimial Cottgrefsf 
. .^ JOSEPH WARREN^ Prefident, P. T^ 
\ . . ^ true cofyfrom the origina/ MimUesp ^ 
' ::. SAMUEL EREEMAN, &ir- p. r. 
* i^he Dftpofitions. relative to the ccMlrniencemedt 
•f hoftilitie^, are as f(5Hows : 

LfMifigton^ Apriif aj^ i775** 
i»ftW£.%^I<a»on, Brown rJonathapLofing, and 
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Blijih Smderfon, ail of lawful agei tndof Lex^ 
ittgtQ9/ in the county, of MidcileteXy and. colony 
of the MailkchurettVBay, in New%|Sfiglani}» do 
W&ify and declace^that on the evening of cbe itth 
9i Aprili inftant^ being oo the road Jb^twtcnCon^ 
4^rd and Lexingtoo, and all of o^ OYoiint^d o» 
horfcs, we were about ten of the clock, fuddenly 
furprke4 by nine perfoos^ whom we took to .be 
regular officers, who riode up to us, mounted land 
armed, ^ch.hating a piftol ia his hand, andatftor 
potting piflols to .our breads, and feizing th^ 
bridles of our horfes, they fword if wc ftimdk 
another ftep, we (houKl be all dead men ; npon 
which we furmndered ourfelves. They detained 
us.uqti} two*o'clock the- next aiorQtjig,/^inwhipil 
time they fearifhed and greatly abuied us^. having 
firft enquired about .the Magazine at Concord, 
whether any guards were ^po^ed there, and whe<^ 
ther the Bridges wer^ up, and ^aid four or five 
regiments of regulars would be in poflefTibn of .the 
(lores foot). They then brought us back to Lex« 
ingtoii^ pit the horfea .bridles and girts, ^turt^d 
them.loojfe, and then left us. « 

SOLOMON BROWN> 
JONATHAN LORING,. 
, EUJAH SANDERSON/' ' 

<< I Elijah Sanderfon, above-named, do fuitfaer 
teilify and declare. That I was oa.Lexington eooi-^ 
mon the:mornijlg of the 19th, of April afoi^aidi 
having been difimffed by. the Officers above««tiien* 
tipHedj^fipd faw a large body of r^ular. troopsf ad-» 
vancing towards Lexington common, many of 
whom' %tx^ thtn idifperfing. I .heard one of the 
regulars^, whom I ,taok to be an Officer, fay^ 
*^ dfunn :lhem» Wftiyillih^ve them/'^ and imnlie- 
diately tbc.riiguiaravihouted aimd^xun and -iBred 
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on the Lexington company, which did not fire a 
gun before the regulars difcharged' on thent^ 
Eight of the Lexington company were kiHed 
while they were difperiing, and at a confided ahfef 
diftance from eibch other, and many wounded, and 
altho' a fpedator, I narrowly efcaped with my life« 

ELIJAH SANDERSON." 
Lexington^ Af^il22% i775« 
" I Thomas Rice Willard, of lawful age, do 
teftify and declare, that being in the houfe of 
Daniel Harrington, of faid Lexington, on the 
j^th inflanr, in the morning, about half an hour 
before fun* rife, looked out at the window of faid 
houfe, and faw (as I fuppofe) about four hundred 
regulars in one body, coming up the road, and 
marched towards the North part of the common^ 
back of the meeting-houfe of faid Lexington, 
and as foon as faid regulars were againft the eail^ 
end of the mecting*houfe, the commanding of<« 
licer faid fomething, what I know not, but upon 
thar the regulars ran till they came within abnout 
l^ight or ^ine rods of about an hundfed of the mi« 
litia, of Lexington, who were coUedked on faid 
common, at which time the militia of Lexington 
difperfed, then the ofHcers made an huzza, and 
thb private foldiers fucceeded them, diredly after 
this '^n officer rode before the regulars, to the 
other fide of the body, and hallowed after the 
militia of faid Lexington^ and faid, ^* Lay dowd 
your arms, d^mn you, why don't you lay down 
your arms,V and that there was not a gun fired 
till the militia of Lexington wcr£ difperfed, and 
farther faith not. 

THOMAS- RICE WILLARD.*' 

Lexington^ i^ib jiprih 1775^- 

^* Simon Winfljip, of Lexiitgfow, in the county 

t)f Middleicx, and province of Maf achnfett^ 
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Bay, NeW'-EngUt^dy being of lawful* age, tcfti*» 
fiethlind faiths that on the i9tho£ April,. InAant^ 
about four o'clock in the morning, as he.wat 
paiiing the public road m faid Lexington, peaces 
ably and unarn:!^;^* -sbout tw9 miles and a half 
dif^ant fipm the meeting-h^uiib in faid Lexington, 
he was met by a body pf: the King's regular troops, 
and being flopped by fonoe officers ol faid. troops, 
was commanded to diimount ; upon afking why 
he m^ft difmoi^t, he was obliged by forc^ cos 
quit his horfe, and ordered to march in the midfl 
pf the body, and being examined vfhether he^had 
been warning the minute m^n, hejanfwered no^ 
but had been out, and /was, then returning to .his 
father's. Said Winfliip further, teftifi^s, that Jiq 
marched with faid troops till he came within about 
half a quarter of a mile of faid meeting-houfe, 
wh^re an officer commanded : the troops to halt, 
and then to prime and load ; this bemg done the 
faid; tr9ops marched on . till th^y came within a 
few;rods.of Capt. Parker's company, who wfif^ 
partly coUeded on the place of parade, when fgid 
Winibip.obf^ryed an OiSicer at the head of faid 
troops^ flourifhing his fwo^d^ and with z loud 
voice giving the word fir6 ! fire ! which waa in* 
ftantly followed by a diXcharge of af ms from faid 
regular troops, and/aid.Winfhip is poii^ve, acid ia 
the mod folemn manite/* deolar^s^ that ,there waa 
})o difcharge of zxpx^ on either iide till the worid 
^re was given by iaid Q^cer as above. 
. . SJMUN AVINSHIP/^ 

^* I John Parker^ of lawfyl age,- and com-^ 
mander of the militia in Lexington, do teflify and 
declare, that on the49tb inftant, in the morning, 
^bout one of th^ f:lock, bejng infprmed that there 
ivere a number of lingular Officers riding up and 
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dewn thc^ road^ topping tnJ infulting^peoplff 2! 
they pafled the road ; and alfi> was informei ihH 
mnumber of tfigaUr troops ^mmsm an their march 
fpo&k' ^oAotii in «rder -to t^e the provibce.ftorttf 
at Concord^ ordered our militia to meet on dKjr 
Common ill' iaid' Lex4ngfoft^ t6%6hfulrwk«M:-t€i 
do» and con<pIuded not to be ctircoveredf tl^r «rtfedu 
die or make with faid regular troops (if thefitioyld 
Jipproach) unli^fs they Ihould iiifult or <»okft us|-^ 
and 'Upon their fUdden approAdh I imrnddiatdt}^ 
Ordered our* tniMti^ to difperie and'n<)C to fire.-^ 
iitimedi a tely iaid troops made; their' appiearWn^tf 
and mflied Airioufiy, fired upon aind killed eight 
©f iom- party, without rccdv^ilijj'any prowc^tiori 
therefore from as/ *' •- - • 1 ^ . . 

•• I John^Rofefes^,' b^ing of 4aWful age, do tcf- 
tif^ and' fty^* 'that on the igth i«ft. the company* 
under the «crmtKXand of Capt; John Parker, being 
draWn *kp(lbhl^itt€beforc-fuh-#ife) oh the green 
CTCiomrti<)>n^'abd*I tieifrg tn the front rank, therd 
JiiddeRly^dppeaftd a mniib^r of 4he KTing's troope^ 
JdhMt^'auhoufiMd as' I thougl^/ at the diftance of 
abbttt 6&or 70 j^rds? from us huezalng, and orf 
a ^kk pabe towards us, ^ith three officers iiif 
fhelf' front 6H h(^r(e^back and -on full gallop to-' 
♦rafds uV, *tke li*emoft of <vhlch cried, tiirow^ 
dftWflyourarms ye viilairi$, ye rebels ! upon which 
faid company dilperfing, the f^ronxoft of th* thii^eo 
©fikers ordkred their daen, faying fire, by God 
firt1\at which moment we received a ve/y heavy 
atfd clofe fire f fom them, at which inftant,*befng 
wo^utided, r fell, and feveral of our men werd 
fkdt dead by me. Capt, Parker's men I believe 
had not then fired a guni^ and further the deponent 
iktth'nbt. ; JOHN ROBINS/' 

Lexington 
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Lexington, Jptit 25, 1^7^% 
** We, Benjamin Tldd, of Lexington, and Jo- 
feph Abbot, of Lincoln, in the county of Middle- * 
fex, and colony of Maifachufctt's-Bay, in New*' 
England, of lawful age, do teftify and declare, that 
on the morning of the 19th of April itiftant, about 
£ve o'clock, being on Lexington Common, and 
mounted on horfes, We faw a body of regular 
troops marching up to the Lexington Company/ 
which was then dif(»rfing : foon after the regularsr 
fired, firft a few guns which we took to be piftols^ 
from fonae of the regulars who were mounted oa^ 
horfes, and then the faid regulars fired a volley or 
two, before any guns were fii'edby.the Lexington 
Company ; our horfes immediately ftarted^ and wc 
rode off. And further fay not. 

BENJAMIN TIDD, 
JOSEPH ABBOT/' 

Lexington^ April l^jiyyi^. 
'' We, Nathaniel Mullokin, Philip Ruffcll, Mo^i^ 
ics Harrington, jun, Thomas and Daniel Harring-* 
ton, William Grimes, William Tidd, Ifaac Haft- 
ings, Jonas Stone, jurt. ^atnesWymati^ Thaddeus 
Harrington, John Chandler, Jofhua Rcftd, juni 
Jofeph Simonds, Phitiehas Smith, Johii Chandler, 
jun. Re.uben Lock, Joel Viles, Jfathan Reed^ 
Saniuel Tidd, BenjAmin Lock, Tboinas Winfhip, * 
Simeon Snow, John Smith,' Mofes Harrihgton the 
3d, Jodiua* Reed,. Ebeftezec Parker, John Har-*, 
ringtdn, Enoch Willingtop, John Hormer^ Ifaad 
Green, Phinehas Stearns, IfaacEhirant, andTho^ 
mas Headly, juUi all of lawful age^ amd inhabitatlti* 
of Lexington, in tl|e coutity of Aliddlefex, and eo^* 
lony of the Maflachufett*s-Bay, in New England^ . 
do teftify and-dcclare, that on the 19th of April \n^ 

E ilant^ 



fiaat^ about •.QOie or. two o'clock in the morning, 
being informed that fcveral officers ofriac regulars 
had the evening before been rtdjng up apd.down the- 
. road, and had detained and iniulted the inhabitants 
\ pafEng the' fame j a^d alfo widerftanding that a 
body of, regplaFS were marchjiig from Botton to- 
wards Concord, withiatent (as it was fuppofed) to 
take the -i}orc§ belonging to the colony in that 
town, we > were alarmed, gnd having met at the 
place of par convpanjr's.parade^ were difmiiTcd by 
oiir captain^ John Parker, jfor thq prefent, with 
orders to.be ready to attend at the b»t of the drum* 
tVe further teftify and declare, that about five 
o'clock in the morning, hearing our drum beat, we. 
proceeded towards the parade^ and foon found that 
a large bbdy of troops were marching towards ms ; 
iome of -€«r -company were coniing up to the pa- 
rade^ and0thers had reached ic, at which time the 
company" began to difperfe : whilft our backs were 
lurried ',on the* troops we were fired on by them, and 
^ piimb0r,o£ otur men were inftantly kilkd a»nd 
wounded* . Not a gun was fired by any perfon in out; 
company on the regulars, to our knowledge, before 
they fij:«dba us, and they continued firing untH 
we bad ajl niade ottr eicape. 

r ' "^iS^^!^ h ^^^^ of the above DepMents'\ 

- ' . Lexingfcfiy z^th of April, i yj^^ 

. '* We, Nathaniel PWkhurft, Jonas Parker, 
John Muaroe, jun. John Winfliip, Solomon 
Pierce, Jdbi> Muzzy, Ahner Meeds, John Bridge, 
jun, Ebcnezer Bowman^ Williani Munroe, the 3d, 
Micah,Hagar„ Samuel Saunderfon, Samuel Haf- 

. tings, . and Janies Brawn o^ Lexington, in the 
county of Middlcfex,, and colony of MailachufettV 

. fiay, in New-England, and all of Igwful age, do 
.. ^ " teftify 
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tcftify and fay, that on th€ morriffig of the nitffj- 
teenife of April inftant, about one or two o'clock, 
being informed that a number of regular officers had 
been riding up and down the road the evening and 
night preceding, and that fome of the inhabitants 
as they were paiHng, had been inffeked by the o^ 
ficers and flopped by them ; and being alfo informed 
that the regular troops were on th«ir march from 
Boflon, in order (as it Was faid) to take the Colony 
ftores, then depofited at .Concord, we met on the 
parade of our company in this towh ; after the com- 
pany had collcifted, we were ordered by Captain 
Parker (who commanded us) to difperfe for thte 
prefent, and to be ready to attend the beat of tbc 
drum, and accordingly the company went iwo 
houfes near the place of parade. We further teh 
ftify and fay, that about five o'clock in the morning 
we attended the beat of our drurft-and wert formed 
on the parade, we were faced towards the reguldfs 
then marching up to us, and foinc of our company 
were coming to the parade with their backs tovrarde 
the troops, and others on the parade began w dif- 
perfe when the regulars fired on the company, before 
a gun was fired by any of our company on them. 
They killed eight of our company and wounded ieu 
•vcral, and continued their fire until we had all made 
our efcape. Signed by each of the above deponents.** 

Lexington^ April 25, 1775. 
" I Timothy Smith, of Lexington, in the 
county of Middlefex, and colony of Maflachufett'*- 
Bay, in New-England, being of* lawful age, do 
tcftify and decliare, that on the morning of the nine- 
teenth of April inflant, being on Lexington coip- 
mon as a fpe<ftsitor, I faw a large body of regular 
troops marching up towards the Lejfington comr 

E 2 pany 
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pany then difperfing, and likewife fa w the regular 
troops fire on the Lexington company . before the 
latter fired a gun ; I ioimediately ran, and a volley 
was difcharged at me, which put me in imminent 
danger of lofing my life: I foon returned to the 
common and faw eight of the Lejcington ip^n who 
were killed and lay bleeding at a confiderable di* 
ilance from each other; and feveral were wounded^ 
and further faith not. TIMOTHY SMITH/' 

Lexington^ j4^ril 25, 177 S^ 
*' We Levi Mead and Levi Harrington, both of 
Lexington, in the county of Middlefex, and colony 
of Maffachufett*s-Bay, in New- England, and of 
lawful age, do tedify and declare, that on the 
morning of the 19th of April, being on Lexington 
common, as fpedtators, we faw a large body of 
r^ular troops marching up towards the Lexington 
company, and fome of the regulars on horfcs, whoq;i 
we took to be officers, fifed a piftol or two on the 
Lexington company, which was then dlfperfing ; 
Thefe were the finl guns that were fired, and they 
were immediately followed by feveral vollies from 
the regulars, by which eight men belonging to the 
faid company were killed, and feveral wounded. 

LEVI HARRll^GTON, 

LEVI me^d;* 

Lexington^ Jpril 2^^ ^775^ 
** I William Draper, of lawful age, and an»»in- 
habitant of Colrain, in the county of Hamp(hire, 
and colony of Maflkchufett's-Bay, in New-Engla;id, 
do tefiify and declare, that being on the parade of 
faid Lexington, April 19th infiant about half an 
hour before fun-rife, the King's regular troops ap- 
peared at the meeting-^houfe of Lexington, Captt 

^ Parker's 



made the commaoding otlicer ot laid troops ^as 1 
took him) gave the command to the faid troops, 
** fire ! fire ! damn you fire !" and immediately 
they fired before any of Captain Parker's company 
fired, I then being within three or four rods of faid. 
regular tioops. And further fay not. 

WILLIAM DRAPER.- 

Lexffigfon, Aprilz^tijy^. 
" I Thomas Feflenden, of lawful age, teftify 
and declare, that being in a paflure near the meet- 
ing-houfc, at faid Lexington, on Wednefday laft, 
at about half an hour before fun-rife, I fay a num- 
ber of regular troops pafs fpeedily by faid meetihg- 
houfe, on their way towards a company of militia 
of faid Lexington, who were aflembled to the num- 
ber of about one hundred in a company, at the dif- 
tance of eighteen or twenty rods from laid mceting- 
houfe i and after they had pafTed by faid meeting- 
houfe, I faw three officers on horfe-back advance 
to the front of faid regulars, when one of them, 
being within fix rods of the faid miUtia, cried out, 
" difperfe yoa rebels immediately," on which he 
brandiftied his fword over his head three times ; 
mean while the fecond officer, who was about two 
rods behind him, fired a piftol, pointed at faid mi- 
litia, and the regulars kept huzzaing till he had 
finiihed brandiftiing his fword, and when he had 
thus finifhed brandithing his fword, he pointed it 
down towards faid militia, and immediately on 

which 
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Tvh'ch rtie fa?d regtilart fired a* volley ^t the miHtiay 
and then I rah off as fdfta5 I could, whHe-tlfey con- 
tirrued firing till Igototit of their reachi I further 
teftify, that as foon as ever the office^ cried *^ dif- 
perfe, you rebels," the feid company of miliiiadif- 
perled every way as faft they could, arkl.'while they 
^vcre difperfing, the regulars kept fifing 'at them in- 
ceffantly. And further faith not. 

THOMAS FESSENDEN.'* 

Ltncohy April 23, 1775. 
" I John Bateman, belonging to the. fifty ie:ondl 
regiment, commanded by CoL Jones, on Wednef- 
day mornings on the 19th day of April inftant, was 
in the party marching to Concord, being at Lex- 
ington, in the county of Middlefex, being nigh the 
meeting-houfe in faid Lexington, there was a fmall 
party of men gathered together in that place, when 
our faid troops marched by, and I teftify and de«- 
clare that I heard the word of command given t6 
the troops to fire, and fome of faid troops did fire, 
and I faw one of faid fmall party lay dead on the 
ground nigh faid meeting-houfe ; and I teftify that 
I never heard any of the inhabitants fo much as 
fire one gun on faid troops. 

JOHN BATEMAN/' 

Lexington^ April 23,1 'Jl^. 
<* We Jdhn Hoar, John Whithead, .Abraham 
Garfield, Benjamin Munroe, Ifaac Parks, William 
Hofmer, John Adam«, Gregory Stone, all of Lin- 
coln, in the county of Middlesex, Maflacbufett's* 
Bay, all of lawful age, do teftify and fay, that on 
Wednefday laft we were afltmbled at Concord ia 
the morning of faid day, in confcqucnce of infor- 
mation received, that a brigade of regular troops 

were 
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were on their march to the faid town of Concord*. 
who had killed fix men at the town of Iiexingtoq I 
about an hour afterwards we f«w them approach- 
ihg, to the number, as we apprehended, of about 
twelve hundred, ojdl which we retreated to a hill - 
about eighty rods hack, and the faid troops then took 
poflefliOJi of the hill, where we were firft ported i 
prefendy after this we faw the troops moving to- 
wards the North Bridge, about one mile from tha 
faid Concord meeting-houfe, we theq immediately 
went before them and paiTed the bridge juft before 
^ party of them, to the number of jibou.t two hun- 
dred, arrived ; they thefe left about one half of theic 
two huadred at the bridge, arid proceeded with the 
reft towards CaL Barrett's, a.l;)out two' miles from 
the faid bridge ; we then feeing feveral fires in thc[ 
town,, thought the houfes in CoDCOcd were in dan* 
ger, and marched pwards the faid bridge, and the 
troop? that were ftatiooed. there,, obJTerving Quc ap- 
proach, marched back over the bridge and then 
took up fome of tbe^anks ; we then haftened ouf 
march tpwards the. bridge, \ahd wheriwe hadr^oj: 
hear thV-bridge they jEu"^ oijr men, firfl: three 

guns,. ORe, after'the other, and then a confiderable 
number more; and then,, and not before (havinj' 
orders frerh our commanding officer not to fire til 
we wece.fired upon) we fired upon the regulars and 
they retreated. On their, retreat through the towri 
of Lexington to Charleftown, they ravaged and de7 
ftrdyed private . property t ;ind burpt three houfes^ 
one barn, and .one. (hop 

. Signed by each of the' ahove de^menti^ 

9 • 

Lexingtotf^ April zi^ ijj^*^ 
'. *^ We, Nathan BarreT, Captain, Jonathan Far- 
rar, Jofeph Butler, and Francis Wheeler, Lieute-- 

* nant?. 
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Hants, JobnBarret, Eniign John Brown, Silas Walwr^ 
EphraimMclvin, Nathan 3uttrick,Stephen Hofmer, 
Jun. Samuel Barret, Thomas Jones, Jofeph Chandler, 
Peter Wheeler, Nathan Pierce and Edward Rich- 
ardfon, all of Concord in the county of Middle- 
fex, in the^ province of Maflkchufett's- Bay, of law- 
ful age, teftify and declare, that on Wednefday the 
19th inftant, about an hoUr after fun -rife we affem- 
bled on a hill near the Meeting- houfe in Concord 
aforefaid, in confequence of an information that a 
number of regular troops had killed fix of our 
countrymen at Lexington, and were on their march 
to faid Concord : and about an hour afterwards we 
faw them approaching, to the number, as we ima- 
gine, of about twelve hundred ; on which we re- 
treated to a^ hill about eighty rods back, and the 
afprefaid troops then took pofieffion of a hill where 
we were firft pbfted. Prefently after this. we faw 
them moving towards the- North Bridge, about one 
mile frbm laid Meeting- houfe, we then imntediate- 
ly went before them, ^and pafled the bridge juft 
before a party of them, to the number of. about 
tw/i' hundred, arrived. They there left about one 
half of thefe t;wo hundred men at the bridee, and 
proceeded with the reft towards Colonel Barret^s^ 
about tvvo miles from the faid bridge^ We \htti 
fteing feveral fires in the town, thought our boufcS 
were in danger, and immediately marched back to* 
Wards faid bridge, and. the troops who wereflationed 
there, obferving our approach,, marched back over 
the bridge, and then, took up fome of the planks. 
We then haftened our fteps towards the bridge^ 
and when we. had got near ihe bridge, they fired 
on our men, fii^ft three guiis one after the .other, 
and then a confiderable numbef more: upon which, 
and not before, (having orders from our command- 



ing 
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.5ng •Qffic€rVnat\.tq' fifc till wc were fired upon^ we 
iired .upon the rcgulai«, » and they rfttiicjted. At 
tCoocord ^A: qn thfiir retreat through .Lcxiogtont, 
.tb^y plundered many houfcai burnt thr<e at Lex?- 
ington, t^gfitber with a (hop and barn, an^ cortir 
«titscd ilamage more .orrleTs toalofMJj^b'^very'boiiiir 
^om (^{I8:x)t^d to CharleftowR* 

i ^^4lfy the abow,{Defments» 

" Wc^ JoCeph BuU^r aud Ephraim Melvin^ do 
tteAify and declare, j!bat M'^hen the regular' troopfi 
iired lipppiQur people at thp North bridge io Con^* 
cord, as. related in the foregoing depofitioo$, thejr 
,fliot one, and we believe fcwo, of oiir.p«ople/beforc 
.we fired a fingle. gun at them. 
, Leocingfyn, JOSEPH BUTLER, 

.April as, >i775. : EPHRAIM MELVIN.?' 

' : ' iConcordy April z'^^ ^77 $• 

•* h Timothy Minot, juniqr,, of .Ck>nC^^ on 
.the 1 0b day of this inftant Aprils a£ter that I had 
heard of the. regular troops firing upOo Lexii^tan 
o^en, and 'leafing that hoftilities might be commit- 
ted at Concord thought it my incumbent duty to 
.fecure piy fan4ily-~After.I had fecured my family, 
fomc lime after fhat, retDrning taii^rcU my own 
^dwelling, and findifl^ (hat^tbeibridge on .the north 
part of faid Concord wias .'guarded, by )$gu)|^ troops, 
.being a; fpcilator of ,what ihad happened. at fwd 
.bnidg*, declare, thattheiregular troopif ftationed xxx 
faidi)ridget after they Xaw the pien thW wer6 col- 
le<3:edon the wefterly r fide of faid bridge marcibed 
towaids faid bridge, -then the trodips returned to« 
.wards the eafterly fide of faid bjpidge and formed 
ihemfelyes, as I thought, for regular fight ; aft^r 
.that they fired one gtin, then two or. three moff, 
before the men. that were ftatipnpd on the wtfter^y 
part .of faid bridge fired upon them* 

TIMOTHY MINOT, junior. 
F Lexington 
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Lexington^ Jpril 23, 1775. 
•' I, James Barret, of Concord, Colonel of a 
itgiment of militia in the county of Middfefcx, db 
•teftify and fay, that ^bn Wfednefday* morning laft, 
about day break, I was informed of the approach of 
a number of the regular troops to th% rown of Con^- 
cord, where were fome magazines belonging to 
this province, when there viras aflembled fome of 
the militia of this and the neighbouring towiiS, I 
prder^ed them tb march to the North Bridge (fo 
•called) which they had pafled and were taking up. 
I ordered iaid militia to march to faid bridge, and 
^afs the fame, but not to fire on the King's troops, 
unlefs they were firft fired upon. We advanced 
near faid bridge, when the faid troops fired upon 
'bur militia and killed two men dead on the fpot» 
and w<ounded feveral others, which was the firft 
firing of guns^ in the town of Concord : my de- 
taehment thim returned the fire, which killed and 
wounded fever^al of the King's troops. ' 

- JAMES BARRET/: 

Lexington, A^ii 2^, 1775. 
** We, Bj'adbury Robinfon, Samuel Spring, 
Thaddeos Bancroft, all of Concord ; and Janws 
. Adams, of Lexington, all in the county of Mid- 
dlefex, all of lawful age; ido teftify and fay, 
that on Wednefday morning laft, near ten 
of the clock, we faw near one hundred of the re- 
gular troops, being in the town of Concord at the 
North Bridge in faid town (fo called) and having 
pafifed the fame, they were taking up the faid 
bridge, when about three hundred of our milick 
were advancing toward faid bridge, in order to paft. 
faid bride, when, without faying any thing to us, 
they difcharged a number of guns on us, which kil- 

' '6 kd 
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lea two men aeaa on ine ipor, ana woanaea leveral- 
olhers ; when we returned the fire on ihem, which 
killed two of them, and woanded feveral, which 
was the beginning of hoftilities in the town of Can- 
cord. BRADBURY ROBINSON, 
SAMUEL SPRING, 
THADDEUS BANCROFT, 
JAMES ADAMS." 

- Worcefier, April 36, 1775. 
** Hannah Bradifh, of that part of Cambridge, 
, called Menotomy, and daughter of Timothy Paine, 
of Worceftec, in the county of Wotcefter, Efq; 
of lawful age, teftifies and fays. That about five 
o'clock on Wcdnefday laft, afternoon, being in her 
bed chamber, with her infant , child, about eight 
days old, ihe was furprUed by the firing of the 
King's troops and our people, xin their return from 
Concord, She being weak and unable .to. go out 
oflierhoufe, in .order to fecure herfelfand family. 
they all retired, into the kitchen, in the back part of 
the houfe. She foon found the faoufe furrounded 
with the King's^ troops } that upon obfervation 
made, atleaftieventy bullets, were fhot into the 
front part of the houfe; feveral bullets lodged in the 
kitchen where fhe was, and one pafied through an 
eafychairlhe had juft gone from. The door of the 
front part of the houfe was broke open } ihe did 
not fee any ibldiers in the. houfe, but fuppofed, by 
the noife, they were tn the front. After the troops 
had gone off, ihe rnifled the following tilings, 
which, Ihe verily believes, were talcen out of- the 
houfe by the King's troops, viz. one rich brocade 
gown, called a negligee, one lutedriag gown, one 
white quilt, one pair of brocade fliocs, three ihifts, 
.Fa... . .1 ■ eight 
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eight whifc aprons, three caps, ode fcafe of ivbfy.i 
knives aod forks, and feveral other fcnall anicles. 

HANNAH BRADISH." . 

M^fZfejiBay} ^orceJer,ff.^J>nl26, 1775.. 

** Mrs. Hannah Bradifli, the above deponent 
ipaketh bath before us, the fubfcribers, two of his 
Majefty's Jiiftices of the Peace for the county of 
Worcjeftcr, and of the quorum, that the above de- 
pofition, acx)rdlflg to her bcft rccolledtion, is the 
truth* Which depofition is^ taken in perpetuam rei 
mcmoriaro* THOMAS STEEL, > 

TIMOTHY PAINE/' 

Concord^ jipril 2^^ lyy ^^ . 
** I James Marr, of lawful age, teftity and fay, 
that in the evening of the eighteenth ihftant, I re- 
ceived orders from George Hutchinfon, Adjutant of 
the fourth regiment of the regular troops ftationed 
at Bofton, to prepare and matth : To which order I 
attended, atld marched to Concord, where I was- 
4irdered by anofBcer with about one hundred men^ 
to guard a certain, bridge there; while attending 
that fervjce, a number of people came along, in 
order, I fuppofe, to crofs iaid bridge, at which 
time a number of the regular troops firft fired upoii 

|hem. JAMES MARR." 

•• • . # 

Medford, April 2 $\, 1775/' 
** I Edward Thoroton Gould, of his Majefty's 
own regiment of foot, being of lawful age, do te-» 
ftify and declare, that on the evening of the eigh- 
teenth inftanr, under the orders of General Gage^ 
I embarked with the light infantry and grenadiers 
of the line, commanded by Col. Smith, and landed 
on the marches of Cambridge, from whence we 

proceeded 
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. pfdc»dcd to Lexington J on our arrival at thai^ 
place, we (aw a body of provincial troops armed, 
to thenumber of about fixty or feyenty men ; on' 
our approach,, theydifperfed, and foon after firing 
began, but which party fired firft I cannot exadtly 
fay, as our troops rUjQied on ftiouting and hazzaing, 
previous to the fi^ring, which was continued by our 
troops (o long as any of the provincials were to be 
fecn. From thence we marched to Concord, on a 
bill near the entrance of the tovv^n, we faw another 
body of provincials afTcxnbled, the light infantry 
companies were ordered up the hill to diiperfethem ; 
en our approach they retreated towards Concord 3 

' the grenadiers continued the road under the hill to-^ 
wards the town. Siat companies of light infantry 
were ordered down .to take poflcflion of the bridge 
which thie4)rovincial5 retreated over J the company 
I commanded was one, three companies of the above 
detachment went forward about two miles j in the 
mean time the provincial troops returned, to the 
number of aboqt three or four hundred : We drew 
up on the Concord fide of the bridg^p, the provincials 
came down upon us, upoii which we engaged, and 
gave the firft fire ; this was the firft engagement 
^ter tbe.oneat Lexington ; a continued firing from 
both partes laftcd through the whole day ; I myfeif 
was wounded at the attack of the bridge, and am 

' liow treated with the greateft humanity^ and taken 
allpoiSble care of by the provincials at Medford, v 
. EDWARD THOROTON GOULD." 

Lieut. Kipg's own RegimenU 

Prtrvince of Maffacbufett's-Bay 7 
'Middkfex County^ .jippl'z^^ ^775*^ 
• ** I/ieut, Thorpton Gould, afcH-enamcd, perfon-, 

.ally 
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t\]y made oath to the truth of the foregoing deda-^ 
ration by hun fabfcribcd, before us, 
Thad. Mason, Josiah Johnson, Simon Tuft8> 
Juftices of the peace, for the county aforcfaid, 
Quorum tmus. 

Province of MaJfachufett's-BayyCbarlejiown^ ff. 
* •' I Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion 
Public, by lawful authority, duly admitted and 
fworn, hereby certify, to all whom it doth or may. 
concern, That Thadeus Maffon, Jofiah Johnfon, 
and Simon Tufts, Efqrs. are three of his Majefty's 
Jurtices of the peace (^orum uhus) for the county 
of Middlelex ; and that full faith and credit b, and 
ought to be given to their tranfadions as fuch, both 
in court and out. In witnefs whereof, I have here* 
Ditto afHxtd my name and feal, this twenty-lixth 
day of April, Anno Domini^ one thoufand fevca 
hundred and feventy-five. 

NATHANIEL GORHAM, Notary Public/' 

(L, S.) 

(All the -above depojfitiom are fworn to before Ju'^ 
fiices of the Peace^ and duly attejled by Notaries 
Public^ in manner of the lafl one.) 

m 

In Provincial CongrefsfWuicvtownj April z6y t775* 
To the Inhabitants £/* Great-Britain. 
*^ Friends and Fellow Subje^s, 
^* Hoftilities are at length commenced in this 
Colony by the troops under the p6mmand of Gen. 
Gage, and it being of ihe greatcft importance, that 
«n early, true, and authentic account of this inhu- 
man proceeding ihould be known to you, the Con-* 
grefs of this colony have tranfmitted the fame, and 
from want of a Icflion of the honourable Conti- 
nentaLCongrefs, think it proper .to addrcfs you on 
t.^e alarming occafion. 

" By 
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'• By the cleareft depofitions rdative to thi« 
tranfadion, it will appear that, on the. night pre- 
ceding the nineteenth of April ihftant, a body of 
the King's troops, under the command of Colonel 
Smith, were fecretly landed at Cambridge, with 
an apparent deiign to take or deftroy the ntulitary 
and other ftores provided for the defence of this 
colon yV and depofited at Concord. That fome in- 
habitants of the colony, on the night .iiforefaid, 
whilft'tfavcUing peaceably on the road between Bo^ 
fton and Concord, were feized and greatly abufed 
by armed men, who appeared to be officers of Geo. 
Gage's army ; that the town of Lexington by thele 
means was alarmed, and a company of the inhabi- 
tants miiftercd on the occaiion. — That the regular 
troops, oh\heir way to Concord, marched into the 
faid town of Lexington, and the faid company on 
their approach began to difperfe.-r^That . notiyith- 
ftanding this, the regulars rufhed on with great 
violence, and firft began hoftilities, by firing on 
faid Lexington company, whereby they killed 
eight, and wounded feveral others.-^That the ^c^ 
gulars oontinttcd their fire until thofe of faid coni- 
pany, who wdrc neither killed nor wounded, had 
made then' tfcape.— That Col. Smith with the de- 
tachment then marched to Concord, where a num- 
ber of provincials were again fired on by the troops, 
two 01 thctn killed and feveral wounded, befon: 
the proviiKials fired on them, and that thefe hoflile 
meafurea of the troops produced an engagement that 
hfted through the xlay, in which many of the 
provincials, and more of the regular troops were 
.killed and wounded. ^ 

" To give a particular account of the ravages q£ 
the troops, as they retreated from Concord to 
Charleftown, would be very difficult, ifnotim^ 

prafticable ; 
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pradkrable ; let it ftrfficc to &y, <hat a grtet itlinnlber 
of the houfes'oo the road were pltanderpd and renf 
dered unfit for ufc ; fcveral were burnt ^ .womeo ia 
cbild*bed were driven> by-:tfae.fol(iiery» naked into 
the Areets ; old men p^^ceably in their boufps were 
ibot dead.; and fuch fceoes exhibited .a& would 
difgrace the annals of the mod uncivilissed nationa. 

" Thefe, brethren, arct marks oif miniflerial 
,vengcance.againft thiscqlgny, for refufing, with her 
-fifter colonies, a fubmiffiOTi to flavcry ; rbut they 
liave not yet detached us from our Royal Sovereign* 
We profefs to be bis loyal and dutiful fal^eds, and 
fo hardly dealt with as we have been, are: ftill ready, 
^th our lives and fortunes^ to defend his perform 
family, crown, and dignity.. Ncverthclefs, to the 
Ferfecution and Tyranny of bis cruel MiniAry we 
will not tamely fubmit— appealing to Heaven for 
the juflice of our caufe, we determine to die or be 
free. 

'^ We cannot think that thehonoe, wifdom, and 
valour of Britons will fufFer them toibe longunadtive 
fpedators of mcafurcs, in which they thcmfelvcs 
•are fo deeply intcrefted— Meafurcs purfhed. in op- 
^pofition to the folemn protefts of many noble Lords, 
-and exprefied fenfe of confpicuous Commoners> 
wbofe knowledge and virtue have long characv 
tterized :them as fome of the greateft men jn the n^ 
tioB-*-Meafures executing contrary to the interefti 
petitions, and refolves of many large, re^^able, 
:and opulent counties, cities, and boroughs in Great 
JBritain-^'-*— Meafures highly incompatible with jo- 
Aice, but ftill purfued with a fpecious pretence of 
eaiing the nation of its burthens — ^^Meafures, 
4irhich if fucccfsful, muft end in the ruin andila- 
<very of Britain, as well as the persecuted American 
Colonics* 

•^ Wc 



■ " We fincerely hope, that the Great Sovereign' 
of the Univerfe, who hath fo often appeared for the 
EngHfli Nation, will fupport you in every rational 
and manly exertion with thefe Colonies, for faving' 
it from ruin, and that in a conflicutionalconne<flion 
with the Mother^ Country, we fliall foon be alto- 
gether a free and happy people. 

Per Order ^ 
JOSEPH WARREN, Prejdenf, P.T:' 

Ordered, That the Secretary have the above de-- 
politions and the Addrefs to the Inhabitants of 
Great-Britain publifhed. 

Refohed, N. C D. That the Congrcfs will 'on 
Monday next refolve itfclf into.a committee of the 
whole, to take into conlideration- the flate of 
America. 

Ordered, That the letter from the Provincial 
Congrels of Maflachufctt*s-Bay be referred to that 
Committee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at ten o'clock, and 
from thence to Saturday, 

S ATURDAY, May 13, 1775. ' 

The Congrefs met according to adjournment. 

The Congrefs being informed that Doftor Ly- 
man Hall attended at the door, as a delegate from 
the parifh of St. John's, in the colony of Georgia, 
and defired to know whether as fuch he may be 
admitted to this Congrefs. ' 

Agreed unanimoufly. That he be admitted as a 
delegate from the parifli of St, John's, in the colo- 
ny of Georgia, fubjeft to fuch reguktions as the 
Congrefs Ihall determine, relative to his voting. 

Mr. Lyman Hall being accordingly adniitted, 
{JToduced his credentials, which were read and ap- 
proved, and are as follows: - • • 

G " T0 
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*; Ta thf b^n^ttfohk Gentlemen of the • Cbiigrefs^ 

deJSgp{i^ fd be bald of Phikdelpbia^ an May^ Aokm^ 

Poai^qi, 1775. : 

^l The Mdre^i g/^ the Inbabtiflnts of the Tar\fh (fSlf.^ . 
y^bn'Si in the Pro^itice of Georgia. 
*\ Qe^tkmen, ^ ,, 

•* To give a particukr det-aU of ov^r inany ftragr* 
gles in the caufe of liberty, the many meetings 
tber^/ opcafioRed^ and held in this pari^i^ the eo- 
dea^vou^^ w^ have ufqd to iqduce the red of th'is 
province 10 concur wi^ us, the attendance of our 
committee on the provincial ponvcntiona held at $a-. 
V^nna^^ in this provlnue) and partici^larly t|iat of the 
i8|h of Jafyaary laft, \Yith their proceedings, antj; 
\)^Q reafons of pur difi^nt from then?, we think, 
would be tedious to you, and therefore fend a fum-? 
ipary^b^ad,' wi:ucfir with the s^^count/that may 
%^ gi^n by Lyman HaW, Efq; appointed a delegate 
to r'eprefent and ad: for this parifh in the genera^ 
Continemal Congrefc, to be bdd? in Al^y next, 
and, the teftimonies of the honourable delegates frotiji 
South Carolina, we hope will be fatisfadory. 

*^ Immediately upon ^eur bemg hpncmjed with 
an anfwer to the reprelentation of our caf?, tfifif- 
mitted to the hor.o.uj^abie Coikgrefs, whK>lx fat' at 
^jPhilfdelphia l^aft year.,- with a copy of ^ the afibci?,- 
tion the?e entered iniq, we had a meeting, and ot|i: 
proceedings thon and jSnce that tiipe,, will, in brief 
appear from the following abftra<^ts of an Addrei^ 
from thisparilh toth^'Committce of Correfpood^nce 
in Char leilfown. South Cv^lina, wl^ick is as ful^ 
lovKS.; 






* G^ntkmen^ . . . 

^. . * Herewith will b^ commiunica,te^i to you^ M.e fc^^ 
ycral fteps taken by this. pari(h in theic end ja\ ours 

to 
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to coilfoirfli w 'heat i9 poffible \^ th« HefoltiW 
^otiB enrt^re^' into by the ©th^f : .QoWnies : ftiid 
.the pariiicuiar . rheafures i^w adopti^dj fdr qu^ 
,rying iatft .execution th*. Continent*!. Jiflbcia*' 
ition, which we embrae^. the earlieft oppor- 
mmty of acceding, to by fubfcfibing ifj .6|i coil- 
dition that trade and commerce with the other 
^^okniie^ bo.continueSd td it^ the fuJirmbiets i and 
ibereopoh f^jaW have itoifte^iM^}?. ftnt to 
you for your approbation and indulgenpSi bttt 
were delayed by a fwimoilf: ti) «tend a Provin* 
cial Congrefs ih Sivannah, on the 1 8th of January 
kft, for the purpofq, ^-^ we uiid^rftood^ of a iftoe- 
ral affociation with the other Colonies, and chuf^ 
, Inrg Delcgatea:!..At wTxic'b time and f>lafac&' w^ 2^^^ 
tended, and acquainted the other p^rt^h^ affem- 
faied on ^bto'ecsritda, that we had ahre[a4y aeceded 
to the genfelal Affpciatiot^, dm tondHioQ^ a^ 
-abdve^meiiladiied^ and earneflly req^efted them to 
jdo the famei H^ they acceded fully to:tho genes* 
Tal Afibcias^oib^y we fhould have had bo oticafidft 
-tot^ouWe jjou/with this Addrefa ? biit as they did 
-iiot> we.Bowapply to yori, :to adnSit \xi the-Atb^ 
•fcribers to an alUande .with, yaui receding. thaic 
yoti will fallow trade and doSawnerce to be coptr- 
nocd to uSy.tbe fkmc to^ fte cojidudled nnd^r.fnch 
-regidfaitionlS'.aBd reftri^fcions:^ as ihall be C^tiGAc&t 
with the Cmrtimenfal Aiic»:ialioni ami which ofi 
c^T pa? t we ei^gage with a^l^ pofiihle caro to keop 
taafiolatcshiks weiof.tbi&Rari^.are.a body de;^ 
tiichedi fboiDrthe reft (i; Ci of &As province) by 
0iir reiiihitiens> and fufficiently diftmft by local 
ittuatloAi la^ge eniou^ for particular noticey ad<^ 
^oinioD^ a:pkiftidul;iri{iiiri» ^d^ifi l3iat refpeft^ 
^apftbbfof confwxnitrg icy the general A^ciatioiiv 

G z .. if 
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if conncdlcd with you, with the fame iidelity a« H 
Aidant parifli of your own province ; wc muft be 
^confidered as comprehended within the fpirit and 
-equitable meaning of the Continental AfTociation, 
tmd hope you will not condemn the innocent with 
the guilty^ efpecially when a due reparation is 
made between them. 

* Give us leave to add only, that we wait your 
^nfwer^ (hall be glad of your advice> and are^ with 
^eem^' 

• Gentlemen, 

* Yours, fee/ 
Sif. J<ihn5y ^th February y ^77 S^ 

^ To 'mbich we received the following Anfwer^, 
^ Gentlemen^ 

* Your letter, accompanying fundry papers, 
having been laid before a very full Committee of 
'this Colony, and undergone the moft mature deli* 
beration : I am, by their defi re, to acquaint you, 
that they have the higheft fenfe erf" your arduous 
Auggles in favour of the common caufe of Ame^- 
rica; and mbft fincerely lament your prefent un** 
happy iituation : But wx)uld recommend a conti^ 
•nuance of your laudable exertions, and the lay^ 
ing a ftate of your cafe before the cnfuing Conti- 
nental Congrefs, as the only means of obtainin]|^ 
relief, and to put you in the fituation you wi&i 
which this Committee apprehend ta be entirely 
out of their power to do, as it is their opinion^ 
that the parifh of St* John, being part of the Co* 
lony of Georgia, (which, by :not acceding to^' 
has violated the Continental AfTociation) falls un* 
der the 14th article of the faid AfTociation, no 
part of which any Committee can prefume to do 
«vay, &c/ 

Upon 
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•* Upon the receipt of this anfwcr, it way feri- 
5>uily confidered in what manner to conduct: m 
rthe prcfent fituation ; and propofed whether wc 
fhould immediately break off all cQnnexion and 
commerce with Savannah, and all other inhabit 
tants of this province, who have not fully acceded 
to the Continental AiTociation. 

"^* It was confiderqd, that as wc were denied 
commerce with any other Colony, and but one 
merchant' among us: coniiderable for dry goods 
had0gned our Aflbciation, and he infufficient for 
a prcfent fupply, and wc utterly unable at prcfent 
to procure materials or manufadures for cloath- 
ing^^imong ourfelves, we muft, by fuch a refo- 
lution, become extremely miferable ; it was 
therefore concluded^ that till we could obtain 
trade and commerce, with fome other colony, it is 
abfolutely neceflary to continue it in fomerefpeds 
with our own, and determined that it be carried 
on under the foHovsring regulations : 

" That none of usihall diredly or indircdiy 
purchafe any flaye imported at Savannah, (large 
numbers of which we underfland are there ex- 
peded,) till the fenfe of fhe Congrefs (hall be 
made known to us. 

** That we will not trade at all with any mer- 
chant at Savannah or elfewhere, that will not join 
in 6ur aflbciating Agreement, otherwife than un- 
der the infpedion of a Committee for that pur- 
pofe appointed, and for fuch things only as they 
ihall judge neceflary, and when they (hall think 
there are neceifary reafons for fo doing. 

*' A Committee was then nominated and ap- 
pointed to fit weekly on Thurfdays^ for the pur^ 
pofes aforefaid* 

" It 
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•* It <vas the«n fefolvcd, tbiat a dt\egiU, be fctit 
from this parifli to the Congrefs, to be heJd at 
^Philadelphia in May next, and that Tuefd^y the 
21 ft of March be appointed for chufing one. 

«* On the faid 2ift.of Mafch, at a full mdeting 
Eyman Harlf, Efq; ^a» uhanimoufly chofen t6 
reprefent and aft for the inhabitants of this parifh, 
as a Delegate, at the Gefier^l Congrefs to be held 
in Philadelphia in May next, who are detercniftcd 
faithfully to adhere to and abide by the ^ determi-*- 
nations of him and the 6ther honouf^able Meai-»- 
bers of the fame. - - • 

** Signed by order of t be inhabitants, ^ 

By D Al^^IEL ROBERTS, and fwefity Mbers^ 
'- ' ' MemberioftbeCommittie^ 

Mdway, St. JojBn^ Pari/b,J \ 

'"' in the province of Geor^iay\ 
; i^tbJpnlA.D.'iyysry ^ 

A Petition from the county of Frederic, in Vifr 
ginia, addiuffed to the GDagrife^ was prefeiKed 

and read. j 

Agreed^ That it be referred to the CcMMCuttqe 

en Monday. , • «( 

Adjourned till Monday at 9 o'clock** 

■ ' '. • * 'I 

t . MONDAY,.May i^, 1775. 

* The Congrefs met according^^ to adJQornTO^nt* . 
Bcfides fhofc who met at. the opening gf tb» 
Congrefs, fbe following: nnaiiibers attended, from 
New- York,. Mr* Jay, Mr. ,Wifner, Mr. Schuy- 
ler, Mr. Clinton,. Mr. Mmis„ and Mr. R. R* 
Ltvingfton ; from Peflnfylva»Bat> Mr. Wilfon ; 
from MaFylafl4> Mr. Stone and Mr. Gbldlbo- 

rough. j 

*^ Upon motion^ Jgreed^ That the Secretary be 
allowed to employ Timothy Matlack as a clerk, 

he 
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he having firft tfikcn an oath or affirmation to 
keep fecret the tranfaftions of the Cqngrcfs, that 
may be entrufted to him or may come to his know- 
ledge. ' • . 

The city and country of New- York havings 
through the Delegates of that province, applied 
to Congrefs for advice, how to conduft them-» 
felves with regard tQ the troops e^pe(3ted there^ 
the Congrefs took the matter into confiderationt 
During their deliberations, it became ncceflarj 
to take the opinion of the Congrefs by Colonics, 
upon which a queftion arofe, whether the Delc-r 
gate from the parifh of St. John's, in the Colony 
of Georgia, could be admitted to vote. After 
fbme debstte on this queftion, the Delegate fron^ 
that pari(h arofe, and after obferving, that th^ 
prefent diftrefsful fituatiop of American affairs ha.d 
induced a neceffity of this Congrefs, which was 
compofed of Delegates reprefenting whole Colo* 
nies; that as he did not reprefent a Colony, but 
only a part, he did not inhft on giving a vote as a 
Colony, but was contented to hear and afiift ia 
the debates, and to give his vote in all cafes, ex^ 
pept when the feintimeuts of the Congrefs/wem 
taken by Colonies, - . 

The Congrefs then refumed the confideratip^ 
of the matter referred to them; during the debate 
Samuel Ward„ Efq; one of the Delegates from 
Rhode-Ifland, appeared and produced his CrCf 
dentiaU, which being read*, were ^proved>' and 
^re as follows; 

>r^ \ By the Honourable the General Ajlmbly of the 
\ ^^ . Englijh Colony of Rhode- Iflandy and Provi^ 
dence Flantatkm^ in bkW'Engknd^ iff 
America^ 

To 
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To the Homuraile STEPHEN HOPKINS, E/ql 

and the Honourable SAMUEL WARD, Efq, • 
Greetings 

Whereas the general Aflembly of the Colony 
aforcfaid, have nominated and appointed you the 
faid Stephen Hopkins and Samuel Ward, to re- 
prefcnt the people of this Colony in a General 
Congrefs of Reprefentatives from this and the 
other Colonies, to be holden in the city of Phi- 
ladelphia, and there in behalf of this Colony, to 
meet and join with the Commiflioners or Dele- 
gates from the other Colonics, in confuhing upon 
proper meafures to obtain a repeal of the feveral 
ads of the Britifh Parliament for levying taxes 
upon his Majefty's fubjeds in America without 
their confent, and upon proper meafures, to efta- 
bliih the Rights and Liberties of the Colonies 
«pon a juft and folid foundation, sgreeable to the 
inftro(5tions given you by the General Aflembly. 

By virtue of an A6t of the General Aflembly, I, 
Henry Ward, Efq; Secretary of the faid Colony, 
have hereunto fet my hand and affixed the (aid 
feal of faid Colony, this feventh day of May^ 
A. D. 1775, and in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of his moft facred .Majefl:y George the Third, by 
the grace of God, King of Great- Britain, &c. 
(Signed) HENRY WARD. 

The matt;er under conCderation being refumcd, 
the Congrefs 

Rffohedi That it be recommended, for the 
pirefent, to the inhabitants of New- York, that if 
the troops, which are expefted, fliould arrive, 
the faid Colony aft on the defenfive, fo long as 
may be confident with their fafety and* fccurity ; 
that the troops be permitted to remain in the bar- 
racks, fo long as they behave peaceably and 
quietly, but that they be not fuffered to ereft for- 
tifications 
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tiScatbilS, or take any fteps for cttttiHg^ff tke 
communication betweea the town and country^ 
and that if they commit hoftilittes of invade pri-^ 
viftte poverty^ the inhabitants Ihould defend them*^ 
felvea and their povexty, atid repel force by forces 
that the warlike ftores be removed frdm the town; 
that places of retreat^ in cafe of neceffity, be pro- 
vided for the woman and children of New-York j 
and that a fufHcient number of men be embodied, 
and kept in conftant readinefs for protecting the 
inhabitants from infult and injury. 

.Two memorials, one from Samuel Shoemakeo 
the other from James and Drinker, merchants of 
this cityt refpedting fome cargoes purchafed by 
them and intended for Newfoundland, but which 
are flopped by the Committee of this city, wer.e 
laid before the Congrefs and read, and ordered ta 
lie on (he table. 

Upon motion^ Refohed^ That Mr. Wafliington^ 
Mr. Lynch) Mr. S. Adams, and the Delegates 
from New- York, be a Committee to coniider 
what pofts ate jiecefikry to.be occupied in the Co^ 
lOny of New- York, and that they be dcfired to 
report as fpeedily as poflible^ ^ 

Refohed^ That this Congress will to-morroi?^ 
refolve itfelf into a Committe of the wholes «. to 
take into Iconfideration the ftate of America^ 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock to-morrow.^. . - 
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TUESDAY, May i6, 1775* , 
^ The Congrefs met according to adjournment. 
: A Memorial from Rob^i-t and John Murray^ 
of New-York^ wiis laid before the Congceis a&d 
read. , , 
Ordered, To lie on the t^ble, 

. H Agreeable 
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: A^ceiUfe 'tatheTon^ die dajr^ the CoDgrefii 
r^^lvod it&l£ into a Gottimlttee of the whole, to ' 
tdkeainto axn&dctiuott the ftate of America^ after 
fo]i3isldme.ipent!. therein, the Preiident refbined 
tl}e. chaify and MpTilghman reported from: the 
Qoimmtbie^ thatt they bad taken the matter ti^«: 
fam^ tti them. into. cotifideratjon^ but not bait^ifiig * 
c^iho to &x^y. refokiticin^ deficedihim to moVe ibr* 
Iqtwilto'atagain* . . ; 

:, JJ^^^p^irri^: T^ wilb to-fnofirovr 

again refolve itlelfinto.aCortimitiee of the whble^ 
tq tfi&fti^Bto' their, farther coiifide4ration the Aate of 
AnftCf ica. ' 

' Adjourned 'tili to- morrow at i z- o'clock* ♦ 

-. T • -,.,. .♦. ■» <.* 

• • • • * 

: .Y' ^.BI>KE3©AY, May? 17, 177^; 
L .IQm (D(D(iigxe& ntet accordii^g: ta adjoummeAt, 
and the order of the day being poftporied liH^to^ 

Ji^ppdi^tnotiOiiy'^^^^ That ^r 

expcxit»tiion& to Qaebscy No:i^-Scotia, the illami^ 
of I St. " John's, .ii^ewfonndiandy ^^ Qeorgia, <$x^ 
ccpti thii i^ariihv ofi St^ John's,: and -to Baiip ^d»'^ 
Weft-Florida, immediately: ceafe^ and tbar noi 
pvoyi&in-of any/ kim|| or other:^ neceflkries,, be 
foiniSkd.to the Britifhififheiies ori the American ^^ 
coafts, juntil.it be otherwtife: dMvrmined byi tfab^ 
Congrefs.*. « .- -i wi - jT . • >i . 

Ordered, That this be publiflied immediately^ 
Adjourixedztili to««iiiorraw at 9 o'clock. 
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iSheJ^pngcefk^motwaeoofding to adjo^ifntneiit. 

The Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Efqj from Rhode-J^ 
Ifland, and Patrick: Henry, Efq^^frotai Virgink, 
atttfndaj^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ feati^in Congrefs* 

UfOH 



ta be obferv^ in 4eba4ifiQ^ ^nd; dptormkiiig ^e(*- 
tipas, kid do>?j^ by tb? Iftft CQHgrcf^jtje^tfpied 
.^nd qbieryqdv by tbe ptcfent Congr^fs. ;, 
,, Tfc? : Prcfident laid befpre tbe Ckingrefe ionic 
iinfX9rtaat:in^ll>^aQe J)e re^iv^d }di^ night by 
..€;;f pf efs, reUtive to the focpriziug ^nd tafc^rfg of 
Ti?ondcraga>. j^yi detachment -from M?(J^ch[yfett'»* 
B^y aqd Conne<3ticut, wl^h was readwi „: . .. i 
^ty^» motion. Agreed^ That Mr. Bi^j«^A^5v^ 
>^)roUkgl^t the i&i^prejfs.fcei/paycd ita: After he witiir- 
drew, the Congrefs taking into conG4f^a£i^n tiip 
letters land inff^Uig^ice eotmtHsnjcitt^d Co tb^Hii 
, ^ tUfohe^i Whprwat;bei;ei?:iadubitabicdvi^tfeStee, 
jthat a defigni^foccfttfd by th^ BritHh i»iniftry^ <rf 
making a cruel invafion from the prQviftcft. ©f 
<3[uebec lippn thefe cpl^pies,. /Jr tbfrpw.piofc of 
deftroying our lives and liberties, and fome fteps 
have actually been taken to carry the faid defign 
into e:jcecutioa ;: find ivhi^reas fever4l ;i9b^tants 
4C>£tJ^e qprthecn.Coipnie?, refiding in thi viCfiSity 
of Ticonder9^a> and i^ni^ediiately expo^ to inr- 
Ijuiriious, imf^ied by a jwft itegard for.tbe\de|i6riipc 
and prefervation of ^^itifelVcs {kfld thmr coiintry* 
men^ froi^ i\^ icmpin^^t dangers ^nd|<:aMa)iti^ 
bive taken pofleflion of that poftj in wbieb wa« 
jodged a quantity, of cannon and military A(^es» 
that would certainly haye been ufed in the intend^ 
^ invjjfion of .thefe colonies, this Gongiefs' ear- 
naftly rp^onjfAeqd it< to the Comoiitt^es of the 
pities aad cowBtics of New-York ati^fiAlbany, 
iromediat^ynt0.c,avife tbJ?.faid.eatinon and ftores to 
htjX^fQfdv^ 'Jffoni, /ticonderoga to. tfe^e fouth 
cndof Lafce Geoi^e, end/ if nec^ff4r.y^ 'to apply 
JotheCcdoniei^ Qf:|^cwnif ampihirfij^^ 

.-. , W «. . 1^ ^ ' -^ B;*yi 



Ai. * 



.^x 



'( la ) 

Ba]^ iiBcl C<»nnefticiit* for fuch an additional bodjr 
of forces as will be fufficient to eftablifh a ftrdng 
fodt at that place, and effedually to fecure the 
faid cannon and ftores^ or fo many of them as it 
may bfc judged proper to keep there— And thgt 
3in cxatft inventory be taken of all fuch cannon 
and ftores, in order that they may be fafcly re- 
turned, when the reftoration of the former har- 
mony between Great Britain and thefe Colonics, 
(6 ardently wifhed for by the latter, (hall render it 
|irudent and confident with the over-ruling law 
of felf-prefcrvation. 

Rdfolvedf That this Congrefe will, to-morrow, 
relblvc itfelf into a Committee of the whole, to 
takd into their farther confideration the ftate of 
America. 
^ Adjourned till to-^morrow at 9 o'clock. 
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FRIDAY, May 19, 1775. 
• Th^ Congrcfs met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to confider what 
pofts* are ncceflary to be occupied in the Colony 
of New- York, and by what number of troops ft 
^11 be proper they (hould be guarded, brought 
in their report, which being read, was referred to 
the committee of th^ whole. 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Con«» 
grefs refolvcd themfelves into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into confideration the ftate of Ame- 
rica, and continued fo to do, from day to day, till 
Wcdhcfday 24th, on which day the Hon, Pcytoii 
Randofph, Prefidcnt, being under a neecffity of 
returning home, and having fet out this morning 
early, the chair was vacant, whereupon, 

OnmotioPi^ The Hon. John Hancock, Efq; was 
vnanimouily chof^n Preheat. 

The, 
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The Congrefs then refolved thcmfelves into a 
Committee of the whcle, to take into confidera- 
tionthe ftate of America, and repeated the fame. 
on the day following. 

On FRIDAY, May a6, 1775. 

The Congrefs being met according to adjourn- 
ment, one of the Delegates from New- Jerfey, laid 
before them a minute from the journals of the 
V^flembly of that Colony, together with a refolu- 
lion of the Commons of Great Britain, which 
were read as follows : 

Nene-yerfeytHoufe of Jfembly, M<^ 20, 1775. 

" His Excellency having laid before the Houie 
." a copy of the refolutlon of the honourable 
" Houfe of Commohs of Great Britain, of the 
'* zoth of February, 1775, containing a plan, 
** formed for the accommodation of the unhappy 
** difierences between our parent State and the 
f* Colonies; which plan, under the prcfent cir- 
'* cumftances, this Honfe could not comply with 
** and adopt, and yet this Houfe being deiirous 
^' of making ufc of all proper means to effed a 
f* reconciliation, do recommend it to their Dele- 
" gates to lay the fame plan before the Continen- 
'* tal Congrefs for their confideration." 
A true CQ^from the Journal^ 

RICHARD SMITH, Clerk of Jffmbly ^ 

Copy of a Refolution of the Houfe of Commons, 
' February 20, 1775. 

*' "Rpfohtdf THat when the Governor, Council 

" and Affembly, or General Court of any of his 

*' -Majefty's provinces or Colonies in America, 

J' fliall propofe to make provjfion according to 

6 " the 
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«' tbe coodltijjn, circumf^acesi and iituttions 
*• oi" fuch .jyrovince or colony, for coniyibuting 
^l their proportipp. for the common dcfetice, (fucji 
^ prdpprtion to* tie raifed under the authority of 
*• the General Court or General Anenibly of fucn 
** province or, colony^ and; difpoikhie % Parlia- 
•' meht) and &all engage to make proyifioji^alfo 
•• for the fupportof th€ civil government and the 
" admimftration of juftice in fuch province or 
^f colony, it Will be proper, if fiich propofal 
^* HiAl be approved by his Majefty and the two 
** hdiife^ of Pfirliairrent, and for fo long as fuch 
" provifion ihall be made accordingly, to forbear, 
** in refpect of fuch provincevOr colony, to Icvey 
*' ^ny duty, tax or afleflment, except only fuch 
•* dbties as it may be expedient to continue to 
•* levy or to impofe for the regijflatfen of cotA- 
•5^ liiercc,. the ucat produce of the' duties laft 
*'. mentioned, to be carried to the account of 
** fuch province or colony refpeSively :" 
4 OrJeret/y That the above be referred to the 
Committee for taking into confideration the ft ate 
©f America. 

The Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole, «b take into confidferatioh 
this/ ftatc t)f America; after fome time fpent 
therein the Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr* 
Ward reported from the Cothmittee, that they' 
had come ta fome relblutions which he ^was de- 
fited to report, but not having ftnifljed the bufi- 
hefs defired him to move for leave to fit again^ 

The report from the Committee being read^ 

the Congref:? came Into the following refolu- 

tions. ' ,.,'.*. . i* 

* ,, . ! Refphed 
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^efdlwd urianmpujtjfy That hlf Maje%*s nioft 
faithfbl' ful^ eft's in theie Xpolohies arc reduced to a 
dangerous and critical fituation, by the attempts' 
of the Britifh J^iniftry to carry into executloiji, 
by fbrce of arips^ feyeral urtconftitutional and op- . 
preffive a'(fts of the Britifh' Parliament for/ 
taxes in AmericiaL; to eriforcie the^ colledtibji of 
thofa taxes, and for altering and changing 'the 
Conftitutiou and internal police of fome of rthef^. 
Colonies, in violation of the natural ^ud civil ngj^ts 
of the coloniifcs. ' 

Hoftilities Keing aftually coriimenced ijj the 
M^fTachufett's-Bay, by the ^ritifh troops, updec 
the command of General Gage,, ^nd tl^o lives of a 
number of the ihftabitaritg. of that, Colony deiftroyi- 
cdi the town of Boftian having not only been loftg 
otciipied as a " garnfohed town in an enfui>y's 
country, but theinhabitants thereof treated/with 
a feverify and^cryeTty, Opt to be juftifiejf'^en Jo-, 
wards declared^ eneiiiiesi large r.s-infQrcepaeRts 
too , being ordered ^ and fooo^ pxpeded, for .the 
declared ptirjpofe of cpmpeliii^ jhef^ Colonies tp. 
fubmit to the opet^tion of. the laid ,a<^s ; ih*t 
therefore, for the exprefs purpoip pf fecurihgand^ 
defending thefe^CoIohies; aftd prqferving them in^ 
fa^ty againft alL attempts to. carry the faid ^fts 
into* execution' fey force of arms,. ,ihefe Colonic^ 
be ifhipediately'puj into a flate of defence. 

* But las we mot? ardently wiHi for a fefloratlon^ 
of the.harnvQpy fprnjerly fubfifting bet weep .ouj: , ' 
mothervcountry- aqd thefc Colonies., thejintqrj-up- . 
tion of which miifl^ at all evenfs, be exceedingly . 
injuriow t«.i)gth. Cpuntrics, that with a fincerc 
dcfiga of coptrihuting by all the 'means in our 
ptDwcr, not incompatible with a juft regard for 
the undoubted rights and true intereds of thefe 

Colonies, 



Colonies, to the protnbtion of this tnoft <ie(irea)»Ic 
reconciliation, an humble and dutiful petition bot 
prcfented to his Majefly. 

Rejbhed^ That meafures be entered into for 
opening a negociation, in order to acconimodato 
the unhappy difputes fubiifting between Great- 
Britain and thefe Colonies^ and that this be made 
a part of the petition to the King. , 

Kefohed unanimoujly ^ That the militia of New- 
York l^e armed and trained, and in cohftant readi- 
nefs to ad: at a moment's warning ; and that a 
number of men be immediately embodied and kept 
in that city, and fo difpofcd of as to give proteo 
tion to the inhabitants^ in cafe any infult fhould 
be offered by the troops, that may land there, and 
to prevent any attempts that may be made to gain | 
pofleffioh of the city, and interrupt its intercourfc 
with the country. 

Refohed unanimoujly ^ That it be recommended 
to the Provincial Convention at New- York, to 
perfeverc the more vigordufly in preparing for 
their defence^ as it is very uncertain whether the 
carneft endeavours of the Congrefs, to accommo- ' 
date the unhappy differences between Great-Bri-» 
tain and the Colonies, by conciliatory meafures,. 
vs^ill be fuccefsfuL 
' Upon motion^ Agreed^ That Mr. Jay, Mr. S. 
Adams, and Mr. Dean, be a Committee to pre-* 
pare and bring in a letter to the people of Canada.? 
' Refohed^ That this Congrefs will to-toorrow 
again refolve itfelf into a Comrnitee of the whole, * 
to take into their father conlideration the ft^te of 
America. ^ 

Adfoirrned till to-morrow at tf o'clock; 

SATURAV 
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: < ' MTUi^DAY, May ij, lyy^-. 

The Congrefs met according to adjournment. 

The Prefident laid before the Congrefs a letter* 
from the Convention of New^Jerfey, which was 
read and referred tothe Committee of the vvhole* 

Information being given, that there is a gentle-*' 
man in town whocaji giy« a full andjuft account 
of the flate of affairs in Canada* 

Ordered^ That he be' introduced, which was 
done. : ;, . / 

^ The Committee [Appointed to drdugfat a letter 
to the inhabitants :lcrf Canada, brought in the let- 
ter, whidi yf.7^te^^^ and. after, fome debate, re^^ 
committed to the iame committee. 

Upon motion^ Agreed, That Mr. Wafliington, 
Mr* Schuyler, Mr. Mifflin, Mr. Dean, Mr. Mor-fl^ 
ris, and Mr. S.Adams, be a Committee, to con- 
lider on ways and means to fupply thefc Colonies 
with ammunition and military ftores, 
* UpOTf motisiff The memorial of Robert Murra)^ 
and John Murray, '* defiring to be reftored to 
their iorraerfituation with refpe<5t to their com^ 
inefcial privjlpgcs," was taken into Gonfideration^i 
and after fome time fpent thereon, 
'. Refohed^ That where any perfon hath been or 
(hall be adjudged by a Committee, to have violated 
the Continental Aflbciation, and fuch offender 
(hall fatisfy the Convention of the Colony, where 
the Offence was or (hall be committed, or the 
Committee of the pariih of St. John's, in the co- 
lony of Georgia, if the offence be committed 
there, of hi& contrition for. his offence, and fin- 
cere rcfolution to conform to the Aflbciation for 
the future, the faid Convention or Committee, of 
the pariflj of St. John's aforefaidi niay fettle the 

I terms 
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terms; upon which he. may be reftored to the 
favour and forgivenejfs of the public^ and that the 
terms be publifhed. 

Ordered, That this be made pubh'a 
. Refohed, That the order of the day be poft- 
poned till Monday. 
. Adjourned till Monday 9 o'clock. 

M.ONDAY, May 29, 1775- 

The CongrejTs met according to adjournment. 

. The Committee to whom the letter to the in- 

habitants of Canada was re^committed, brought 

ia th^ iame^ was. read and approved^ and is as 

follows : . . 

"To the apprefed INHABITANTS of C ANADA* 

- * * 

Friends and Countrymen, 

Alarmed by the defigns of an arbitrary miniClry 
to extirpate the rights and liberties of all Ame- 
idca^ afenfeof common danger confpired with 
the dictates of humanity, in urging us to calt 
your attention, by our late Addrefs, to this very 
important obje6t# 

Since the conclufion of the late war, we have 
been happy in confidering you as fellow fubjedts, 
and from the commencement of the prefent plan, 
for fubjugati^ .the Continent, we have viewed 
you as ffllaw-fufFererswith us* As we were both 
entitled by the boijnty of an indulgent Creator to 
freedom^ and being both devoted, by the cruel 
edids of a defpoticr addiiniflration, to common 
ruin, we . perceived the &te of the protedant 
and catholic Colonies to be ftrongly linked toge- 
ther, and therefore invited you to join with us in 

refolving 
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tefolving to be free, and in rejeding, with difHain, 
the fetters of flavery, however artfully polifhed« 

We moft fincerely condole with you on the ar- 
rival of that day, in the courfe of which^ the fun 
could not (hine on a fingle free-man in all your 
extenfive dominion. Be afTured that your unme<^ 
rited degration has engaged the moft unfeigned , 
pity of your fifter Colonics ; and we flatter our- 
fclves you will not, by tamely bearing the yoke, 
fufFer that pity to be fupplanted by contempt. 

When hardy attempts are made ta deprive men 
of rights beftowed by the Almighty, when ave- 
nues are put through the moft folemn compass 
for the admiflion of defpotifm, when the plighted 
faith of government ceafes to give iecurity to loyal 
and dutiful fubje<fls ; and when the infidious ftra- 
tagems and manoeuvres of peace become more 
terrible th^n the fanguinary operations of war, it 
is high time for them to aiTert thoie rights, and, 
with honeft indignation, oppofe the torrent of 
oppreffion ruftiing in upon them. 

By the introdudion of your prefent form of go- 
vernment, or rather prefent form of tyranny, you 
and your wives and your children arc made flavcs. 
You have nothing that you can call your own, and 
all the fruits of your labour and induftry may be 
taken from you, whenever an avaricious Governor 
and a rapacious Council may incline to demand 
them. You are liable by their edids to be tranf- 
ported into foreign countries, to fight battles, in 
which you have no intereft, and to fprll your blood 
in cohflifts from which neither honour nor emo- 
lument can be derived : Nay, the enjoyment of 
your very religion, on the prefent fyftcm, depends 
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. on a legiflature. In which you have no fhare, and 
over which you have no controul, and your Priefts 
are expofed to expulfion, banifhment and ruin, 
when ever tl>eir wealth and pofleffions furnifh 
fuflicient tennptati9n. They cannot be fure that 
a virtuous Prince will always fill the Throne, and 
iliould a wicked or a carclefs King concur with a 
wicked Miniftry in extra£ling the treafure and 
.flrength.of your country^ it is impoffible to con- 
ceive to what variety and to what extremes of 
wrctchcdriefs you may; under the prefent cfta- 
bliihment, be reduced. 

Wc are informed you have already been called 
upon to wafte your lives in a conteft with us. 
Should you, by complying in this inftance, aflent 
to your new eftablifhment, and a war break out 
with France, your wealth and your fons may be 
lent to periih in expeditions againft their iflands 
iu.thp Weft-Indies. 

It cannot be prefumed that thofe confiderations 
will have no weight with you, or that you are fo 
loft toallfcnfe of honour. We can never believe 
that the prefent race of Canadians are fo degene- 
rated as to profefs neither the fpirit, the gallantry, 
or the courage of their anceftors. You certainly 
will not permit the infamy and difgrace of fuch 
pulillanimity to reft on your own heads, and 
the confequences of it on your children forever* 

We for our parts are determined to live free or 
not at all, and are refolved that pofterity (hall ne^- 
ver reproach us with having brought flaves into 
the world. 

Permit us again to repeat that we are your 
friends, not your enemies, aijd be not impofed 
upon by thofe, who may endeavour to create ani- 
mofities. The taking of the fort and, military 

ftores 
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_ * , . . 

ilores at Ticondcroga and Crown-Point, sind the 
• armed veffels on the lake, was diftated by the 
great law of felf- prefer vation. They were in* 
tended to annoy us, and to cut off that friendly 
intercourfe and communication, which has hi- 
therto fubfifted between you and us. We hope it has 
given you no uneafinefs, and you may rely on our 
affurance, that thefe Colonies will purfueno mea- 
fures whatever, but fuch as friendihip and a re- 
gard for our mutual fafety and intercft may fuggefL 
' As our concern for your welfare entitles us to 
your friendfliip, we prefume you will not, by 
doing us injury, reduce us to the difagreeable, he- 
ceffity of treating you as enemies. 

We yet entertain hopes of your uniting with 
us in the defence of our common liberty, and 
there is yet reafon to beBeve, that (hould we jpiu 
in imploring the attention of our Sovereign, to 
the unmerited and unparalleled oppreflions of his 
American fubjeifts, he will at length be undeceiv- 
ed, and forbid a licen-tious Miniftry any longer to 
riot in the ruins of the Rights of mankind/* 

Ordered, That the above letter be figned by the 
Prefident. 

Ordered^ That Mr. Dickinfon and Mr. Mufllin 
be a Committee to get the letter tranflated into 
the French language, and to have one thoufarid 
copies of it, fo tranflated, printed, in order to be 
fent to Canada and difperfed among the inhabi- 
tants there. 

Upon motioTiy Refohed, That no provifions or 
necefTarics of any kind be exported to the Illand 
of Nantucket, except from the Colony of MafTa- 
chufetts-Bay, the Convention of which Colony 
is defired to take meafures for efFedtually provid- 
ing the faid ifland;^ upon their application to pur- 
• * chafe 
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cbafe the hme, with as much provifioiii as Sa^I 
be neceHary for its internd uie and no more* 

The Congrefs dfcmiog it of great importance 
to North* America, that the Britiih fiihery ihould 
not be fornifhed with provifions from the Conti- 
lient through Nantucket, earneftly recommend 
a vigilant execution of this refolve to all Com<- 
mittees* 

Ordered, That the above refolve be immediately 
publiCbed. 

As the prefent critical fituation of the Colonies 
renders it highly necefiary that ways and meamis 
ihottkl be devifed for' the fpeedy and fecure coai- 
veyance of intelligence from one end of the Con'- 
tinent to the other, 

• Re/bhedj That Mr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch> Mr. 
Lee, Mr. Willing, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. P* 
JUivingilon^ be a Committee to confider the beft 
means of eftablifhing pofls for conveying letters 
giul intelligence through this continent. 
, Refohedy That the order of the day be poft- 
poncd till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock; 

TUESDAY, May 30, 1775. 

"The Congrefs met according to adjournment. ' 

A Member informed the Congrefs, that a Gen* 
tieman jufl: arrived from London, had brought 
iv.ith him a paper, which he fayshe received from 
Lord North, and which was written, at the de*- 
fire of his. Lordihtp, by Mr. Gray Cooper, Un- 
der-Secretary to the Treafury, and as the Gehtle^^ 
man underftood it to be his Lordfliip's defire that 
it fliojuld be communicated to the Congrefs^ for 

that 
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that purpoie he had put it into his hands. The 
Member farther obferved, that he had (hewn the 
paper to a Member near him, who was well ac- 
quainted with the liand-writing of Mr*. Cooper, 
and that he verily believes the paper was writtea 
by Mr. Cooper. 

The paper being read, is as follows : 

That It is earneftly hoped by all the real friends 
of the Americans, that the terms expreffed in the 
Refolution of the 20th of Feb. kit, will be ac7 
cepted by all the Colonies^ who have the leaft af- 
£cGtioh for their King and country, or a juft fcnfc 
of their own intereft. 

-That thefe terms are honourable £ot Great-^ 
'Britain, and fafe for the Colonies. 
• That if the Colonies are not blinded by fadien, 
thefe terms will remove every grievance relative 
to taxation, and be the balis.of acompa<fl betweea 
the Colonies and the Mother Country. 
. That the people in America ought, on every 
eoniideration, to be fatisfied with them. 

That no further relaxation can be admitted. 

The temper and fpirit of the nation are io 
much againf^ conceilions, that if it were the in- 
tention of Adminiflrationi they could not cariry 
the queftion. 

But Adminiflration have no fuch intention, as 
they ape fully and firmly perfuaded, that further 
concefTions would be injurious to the Colonies as 
well as to Great-Britain. 

That there is not the leaft probability of a 
change of Admihiftration. 

That they are perfectly united in opinion, and 
determined to purfue the moft efiectual n^eafures, 
and to ufe the whole force of the kingdom, if it 

be 
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he fbundnccfefTdry, to reduce the rebellious and 
rcfra<5tory Provinces and Colonies. 

There is fo great a spirit in the nation ^gainft 
the Congrefs, that the people will bear the tem- 
porary diftrefles of aftpppage of the American trade4 

They may depend, on this to be true. 

Ordered^, To lie on the table* 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Cbn- 
grefs refolyed itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into confidcration the ftate of 
America, and cop^tinued fo to do the day follow-*. 
ing> when after fbme time, the Prefident tefumed 
the Chair, and Mr, Ward reported from the 
Committee, that they had proceeded in the bofi-« 
oefs^ but not having come to a conclufion, A^^ 
fired him to move for leave to fit again* 

Refohoed, That this Congfefs will to-morrow 
again refblve itfelf into a Committee of the whole^ 
to take into their farther confideration the ftato 
of America. 

; A letter fronj Cpl. Arnold, dated Crown-Poiftt, 
May 23, I775> was laid before the Congrefs, in* 
formings that . he had certain intelligence, thkt 
** on the 19th there were then 400 regulars at St. 
Jp^in's, making all poffible preparation to crofs 
^he lake, and expedpd to be joineq by a number 
of Indians, with adefign of retaking Grown-Point 
^nd Ticonderoga," and earneftly calling for a 
reinforcement and fupplies. . This letter being 
taken into confideration* 

Refolvedy That the governor of Connefticut be 
ijequefted immediately to fend a ftrong reinforce- 
ment to the garrifons of Crown-Point and Ticon- 
deroga, and that fo many of the cannon and other 
Aores be retained, as may be neceflary for the im- 
mediate defence of thofe pofts, until further order 
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llrom thi$ CoDgre&, and that the Pravincial Con* 
vention of New- York be inforiBcd of this Rdblve, 
and defired to famiih thofe troops With provtfions 
And other necefTary ftores, and to take efFe^ud care 
that a (uSkknt number of Batteaus Ik immediately 
provided for the lakes. 

Ordered, That the above refohre be immediately 
trantoicied ill a letter by the Prefident, to Governor 
Tra^buU and the Convention at New- York. 

Ordered, That the Prefident in his letter acquaint 
Governor Trumbull that it is the defire of the Con- 
gress ihat he (hould appoint a perfon, in whom he 
can confide, to command the forces at CroWn-* 
Point and Ticonderoga. 

Adjourned til} to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 

V 

THURSDAY, June j, 1775. 

The Congrefs met aocordtng to adjoorrtttient. 

The Committf e appointed to coniider ways and 
means to fupply thefe Colonies with arnmunition 
and military ftores, brought in their report^ which 
wa$ read and referred to the Committee of the 
V^hole* 

Upon motion, Refolved, That it be recom^ 
niended to the govtrnment of Connedicut, or the 
General of the forces of that Colony, to appoint 
Commiflk ies to receive at Albany and forward the 
fupplies of provifionst for the forcei; on Lake 
Chaftiplain, from the Provincial Convention of 
New- York, and that the (aid Convention ufe their 
utmoft endeavours in facilitating and aiding the 
tranfportation thereof, frcnn thence to where the 
faid Commiffarics may dired:. 

K As 



As this Congrc6 has nothing more til* view thart 
the defence o£ tKefe'«Colonies,- 

Refohed; That no expedition or incuriion ought 
to be undertaken or made, by any Colony or body 
of Colonifts, againft or into- Canada ; and that this 
Refolvebe immediately tranfmitted to thecomman- 
dct of the forces at Ticonderoga. 

Ordered^ That the above Refolve be tranflated 
into the French language^ and tranfmitted^ with 
the letter, to the inhabitants of Canada. 

Ordered^ That the PreCdent tranfn^it a; copy of 
the above to New- York, and the other Coloniea 
bordering on Canada. 

A petition from the committee reprefcnting the 
people in that part of Augufla county, in the Co- 
lony of Virginia, on the weft fide of the Allegheny 
Mountain, was laid before the Congrefs and read, 
intimating ^^'fdars of^a rupture with the -Indians, 
on account of Lord Dunmore*s condudt," and de- 
firing ** Commiflioners fpQm.^be coJjony.of Virginia, 
and province of Penniylviania, to attend a^ meeting 
of the Indians at Pittlbftrg, on behalf qf thefc 
Colonics." 01 . 

Ordered^ Tliat the above, be referred tq^ the De-F- 
legates of the Colonies of Virginia and Pennfyl- 
vania^ ' * . . . . , , 

The Congrefs then, agreeable to the order of the 
day, rcfolveditfelf into a Committee of the whole^ 
to take into tonfideration the ftate of America, and 
after fome time fpent therein, the Prefident rcfumcd 
the Chair, arid Mr. Ward reported from the Com- 
mittee, that they had taken the matters referred to 
them into confideration, but not having yet come 
to a conclufion, defircd him to move for leave to fit 
again* # 

Refolved^ 
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- Refohedy That this Congrefs will to-morrow again 
refolve itfelf into .a Committee of the whole, to 
take into their farther confideracion the (late of 
America. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 .o'clock* 

FRIDAY, June 2, 1775. 

The Congrefs met according to adjournment. 

The Prefident laid before the Congrefs a letter 
from the Provincial Convention of MaflachufettV 
Bay, dated May i6, which was read, fetting forth 
the difEcuhies they labour under, for want of a re- 
gular form of government, and as they and the 
other Colonies are now compelled to raile an army 
to defend themfelves from the butcheries and devaf^ 
tations of their implacable enemies, which renders 
it ftill more necefTary to have a regular eftablifhed 
government, requefting the Congrefs to favour them 
with ** explicit advice refpe<fting the taking up and 
cxercifing the powers of civil government," and 
declaring their readinefs to *^ fubmit to fuch a ge- 
neral plan as the Congrefs may direct for the Colo- 
nies, or make it their great ftudy to eftablifli fuch a 
form of government there, as (hall not only pro- 
mote their advantage, but the union and intereft of 
all America. 

Ordered, To lie on the table for farther con* 
iideration. 

Doiftor Benjamin Church being direded by the 
Convention of MaflachufettVBay,. tp confer with 
the Congrefs refpefting fuch other matters, as may 
be neceflary to the defence of that Colony, and par- 
ticularly the (late of the army therein. 

Ordered, That he be introduced. 

' K 2 After 
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After he withdrew, an €Xpt€& arrivifig %rith dif-« 
patches from Maflachtifett's^Bayj the Prefidcut kid 
before the Coogrefs letters from the Cooventbns of 
that Colony and New-Hampfhirc, alfo ftom Go^ 
vernor TrusoibuU^ which vwce read. \ 

Upon Motion, Refohedf That no bill of ex- 
change, draught or order of any officer in the army 
or navy; their agents of. contractors, be received or 
negotiated, or any money fupplied to them by any 
perfoR so Bmerica^ 

That no provifions or neceflaries of any kind, be 
farnifhed or fuppHcd to or iov the ufe of the Briti^ 
army or navy, in the colony of Mafiachufett's-Bay, | 

That ijo ve0cl .employed in tranfporting Britifti 
troops to America, or from one pai?t of N^rfh-r 
America to another, or warlike ftorc^ or pr ovifipmi 
Ux £ud troops be freighted or furniihed wilb previa ^ 

fio&s or any necefiaries^ twiil further cr4er3: frooi . 

this Congreft* 

Ordered^ That the above refolves bci imm^ediately 
puhliflied. 

The order of the day being poftpooed, the Coa-^ , 

grefs adjourned vik to-morrow at 9 o^cIock, j 

i 

! 
■ f 

SATURDAY, June a, 1775- | 

. < 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from , the Convention of New- York^ 
together widb fundry leusrs and papers enclo&d, 
from Albany^ were laid before th€ Congreis aiad 
read, i 

Ordered^ To lie on the tabfe. 

The letter from the ConvMtion of Maflachufett's, ^ 
dated the 1 6th of May, being again ceacj. - 

* Refolved^ 
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Re^hedy Th'alfa; Contitaittee of fiveperfonsbc chbfea 
t0 confider the fame, and report what in their opinion 
is the proper advice to be given to that Convention. 

The following perfons were chofen by ballot, to 
oompofethat Committee, viz. Mr.J.Rutledge, Mr. 
Jobnfon, Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. Lee. 

Refohedj That a Committee of five be appoint- 
ie4» to draught a petition to the King. 

That another Committee of three be appointed 
to prepare an addrefs to the inhabitants of Great- 
Britain. 

That another Committee of four be appointed 
to prepare an addrefs to the people of Ireland, 

That another Committee of three be appointed 
to bring in the draught of a letter to the inhabit 
tants of Jamaica. 

That another Comtaaittcc of five be appointed to 
jbriog in an eftimate of money neceffary to be raifed* 

The Congrcfs then proceeded to chofe by ballot 
tbeieveral Committees, when Mr. Dickinfon, Mr* 
Johnfon, Mr. J. Rutlcdge, Mr. Jay, and Mr, 
Fraoklin, were eledted to compofe the firft ; Mr, 
Lee, Mr. R. R. Livingfton, and Mr. Pendleton^ 
for the fccond ; Mr« Doane, Mr. W. Livingfton, 
Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. J. Adams, for the third ; 
Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. Lynch, for 
the fourth ; and Mr. Wa£hington, Mr. Schuyler, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Cufhing, and Mr. Hughes, for 
the fifth. 

Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock. 

On Monday and Tuefday the Congrefs met and 
adjourned, to give the Committees time to bring in 
their report. 

WEDNESDAY, June 7, 1775. 
The Congrefs met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to make an eftimate 

of 
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of the money neceffary to be raifed^ bronght in 
their report> which was read and referred to the Com* 
jnittee of the whole. 

On motion, Refohed, That Thurfday the 20th of 
July next, beobferved throughout the Twelve Uni- 
ted Colonies as a day of humiliation, fafting and 
prayer, and that Mr. Hooper, Mr. J. Adams, and 
Mr. Paine, be a Committee to bring in a reiblvc for 
that purpofe. 

The Committee appointed to prepare ^sBdvi^e in 
anfwer to the letter from the Convention of Mafla- 
chufett'Sf Bay, brought in their report^ which was 
read and ordered to lie on the table for confideration* 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs 
refolved thcmfelves into a Committee of the whole, 
to take into their farther confideration the ftate of 
America ; after fpme time fpent thereon, the Pre- 
fident refumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported 
that the Committee bad proceeded in the bufinefi 
referred to them, but not having come to a conclu- 
fion, defired him to move for leave ^o fit again, 

Refolved^ That this Congrefs will tq-morrow 
jigain refolve themfelves into a Committee of the 
whole, to take into their farther confideration the 
Hate of America. And that this be a (landing or- 
der till the bufinefs is compleated. . , 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 
THURSDAY, June 8, 1775, 
Met according to adjournment. • 

The Congrefs being informed that a Major 
Skene, with fome other officer^, who arrived laft 
evening in a veffel from London, were, with their 
papers, in the cuftody of the troops of this city ; 
that the faid Skene has lately been appointed Go- 
veraor of the forts of Ticonderoga and Crown 
Poixti: ; that one of the officers with him is a lieu- 
tenant 
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tenant in the regulars now in the province of Que« 
bee J and moreover, that the faid Skene had decla- 
red, that he has authority to raife a regiment in A- 
merica ; from all this, apprehending that the faid 
Skene is a dangerous partizan of Adminiflration,* 
and that his papers may contain intelligence of mi-*- 
niflerial defigns againO; America, very important to 
be known. '^ 

RefalveJ, That a Committee be appointed to ex-' 
amine the papers of the faid Skene and Lieutenant^- 
in their prefence, ;: ^ 

That the Committee confift of Mr.'^ J. Adams, 
Mr. Deane, and Mr- Mifflin. 
. That the faid Gompittec 'be upon honour to 
conceal whatever of a private nature may come to 
their knowledge by fuch examination ; and thai: 
they communicate to this Congrefs what they (hall 
difcover relative to the prefent difpute betweea 
Great Britain and America. 

The remainder of the day being fpent in a' Com- 
mittee of the whole, on the ftate of America, the 
Congrefs adjourned till to-rporrow at 9 o'clock, 

FRIDAY, June 9, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The report of the Committee on the letter from 
the Convention of MafTachufett's-Bay being agaia 
read, the Congrefs came to the fpllowing refolution: 

Refotvedy That no obedience being due to the 
Ad: of Parliament for altering the Charter of jhe 
Colony of MaflachufettVB^y, nor to, the Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor,, who will not obferve the 
diredtiona of, but qndeayour to fubv^rt that Charter, 
:tbe Governor and Lt-Governor of that Colony are 
to be confidercd as abfent, and their otfices vacant ; 

and 
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and as there is no Coincil there, and the mconve^ 
Bieocies ariiing from the fuipenfion of the powers oS 
goverhmefit are intolerable, efpecially at a tinsrcr 
when General .Gage hath adually levied war and it 
carrying on boftilities againft his Majefty's peaceaUe 
and loyal fubjeds of that colony ; that, in order to 
conform as near as may be to the fpirit and fab^ 
fiance of the Charter, it be recommended to the 
Provincial Conirtntion to write letters to the infaabi* 
tants of the feveral places, which are intituled to re-^ 
prefentation in Aflembly, requefting them to chuf? 
(ach rcprefentatives, ind- that the Aii^mbly, when 
chofen, do eled Counfellors^ and that fuch Aflem-^ 
biy or Council exerctfe the powdrs of govemment| 
on til a Governor of his Majefly's appointment, wiH 
confent to govern the colony according to its cha^ter^ 
Ordered, That the Prefidcnt tranimit a copy of 
lilt above to the Convention of Maf&chufett's-Bay^ 
Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock* 



SATURDAY, June 10, lyy^. 

• 
Met according to adjournment. 
Sundry letters from MaiTachufettVBay, Ticon^p 
dfcroga, Crown-Point, &c. being laid before 'the 
Congrefs, wtre read, and the fame' being' takeot 
into con(ideration, the Congrefs came to the foUowv 
ing Refolutions: 

Refohedy That it be recommended to the (everal 
towns and diftrids in the colonies of Maflachufett'&v 
Bay, New Hamplhire, Rhode-Ifland and Provi^ 
4ence plantations, Cdnnefticut, New- York, an4 
the eaftcrn divifion of Ncw*Jcrfeyi to coUeft all the 

Salt- 
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^alt-Petre and primftone in theb feveral towns and 
diilrids, and tranfmit the (ztnc^ with all poflible 
difpatch, to the Provibci^l Convention at New- 
.York, 

^ That It be recpmrnerided to the Provincial Con- 
vention of the colony of New- York, to have tK^ 
pow'der-mills in ttiat colony put into fuch a condi- 
tion^ as imnoedi^tely to manufaifture into powder, 
f^r the u(e of the continent, whatever materials 
miy be procured in the manner above diredted. 
" , That it be fecommendea to the Committee; of 
the wcftcrn divifion of New-Terfey, and of the co- 
lonies of Penniylvania, Lower counties on Pek- 
^^kreaind Maryland, that they, witjiout del^, cot- 
^^ift the Salt^Petre and Sulphur iii their rpi^ediv© 
colonies, and tranfmit the fanrie to. (he > Cb;pmittee 
fojrthe city arid liberties of Philadelphia, to the tf^ 
that thofe artk:les may be immedijitely manu{a|£lurQl 
into Gun-Powder for the life of the continent* 

That it be recommended ta the Conventions and 
Committees of the colonies of Virginia, North- 
Carolina and South-Carolina, that they» without 
delay, colled: the Salt-P^tre and Sulphur in their 
refpeftivc colonies, and procure theft articles to be 
manufactured as foon.as poHible into Guii-p0wder 
for the uf? of the fonvnent. 

That it bje fipcommended to the fevcrail inh;»bi- 

'tahts of the * United Coionies^^ who ape po&ffcid 

gjf 5ak-Betfe and Sulphur for their owij ufo^ tadif- 

pofe of them for the purpofe of manuf^di^iring Gun^ 

Powder.^ ...... 

That, the Salt-Petre and Sulphur cp}le<3:ed in 
corircquencepf.thc abovj? refplyes of Con^efe, be 
paid foe out of the contiaental fund. 
;. . That Mr. P^inp, Mr, Lee, Mr. Franklin^ Mr- 

L Schuyler^ 
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Schuyler, and Mr. Johnfon, be a Committee to 
devife ways and means to introduce the manufacture 
of Salt-Petre in thefe colonies. 
' The Committee for. examining Governor Skene's 
letters, &c. having communicated to Congrefs wba5 
they found relative to the difpute between Great 
Britain and thefe colonies. 

Vpon motion^ Refolved^ That Governor Philip 
Skene, Lieut. Patrick Moncrieff, - and Mr/Lpndy, 
be i-eleafed from iheir prefent confipement^^ and pep- 
mitted to go at large any where within eight miks 
of the city between- Delaware and Schuylkil, oa 
their pVfbfe'pf honour not to pafs' thofe jimits, and 
that' they will hold no correfporidence with. any 
perf9n whatfoever, on any political.Tubj.ejS. 

That Mr. Gadfden be added to the Committee 
for examining Governor Ske,ne*s papers, and that 
faid Committee have it in charge to execute the 
•above refolve. , 

Adjourned till Monday it^ 9 o'clock. 



* * 



. MONDAY, June 12, 1775, 

Mti: according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to prepare a refolution 
for a Faft, brought in their report, which being 
read, wa4 agreed to as follows : 

As thcf Great Governor of the Wdrld, by his fu- 
prertie and oniverfal" Providence, not only condudls 
the courfe of nature with unerring wifdom" and rec- 
' titudc, but frequently influences the minds of men 
to ferve the wife and gracious putpofes of his pro- 
vidential Government ; and it being at alt times oar 
indifpenfible duty devoutly to acknowledge his fu- 
• pctintending Providence,^ cfpccially in times of im- 

3 pending 
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pending clanger and public calamity, * to reverence 
and adore his immutable juftice, as well as to im** 
plore his merciful interpofition for our deliverance* 
, This Congrefs, therefore, confidering the prefentcri- 
^ ileal alarming and calamitous ftatc of thefe Colonies^ 
doearneftly recommend that Thurfday, the 20th day 
of July next, be obfervcd by the inhabitants of all 
the Engllfh Colonies on this continent, as a day of 
public Humiliation, Fafting and Prayer ;, that we 
may, with united hearts and voices, unfeignedly 
confefs and deplore our many fins 5 and offer up 
our joint fupplications to the all-wife, omnipotent^ 
and merciful difpofer of all events, humbly be- 
feeching him to forgive our iniquities, to remove 
our prefent calamities, to avert thofe defolating 
judgments, with which we are threatened, and to 
blefs our rightful Sovereign King George the Third, 
and infpire him with wifdom to difcern and purfue 
the true intcreft of his fubjeds, that a fpcedy end 
may be put to the civil difcord between Great-Bri- 
tain and the American Colonies without further ef- 
fufion of blood : And that the Britifh nation may 
be influenced to regard the things that behng to her 
peace ^ before they are hid from her eyes : That thcGf 
Colonies may ever be under the care and protedioa 
of a kind Providence, and be profpered in all their 
interefls : That the divine blefTing may defcend and 
xefl upon all our civil rulers^ and upon the repre* 
ftntatives of the people in their feveral Affemblics 
and Conventipns, that they may be directed to wife 
and effectual meafures for prefer ving the union and 
Securing the juft rights and privileges of the Colo- 
flies : That virtue and true religion may revive and 
flourlQi throughout our land : And that all America 

L 2 may 



fh&y £oon behold a gracious interpofition of Heaven 
tot the rcdrefs of her maay grieirances, the rcfto- 
ration of her invaded rights, a reconciliation with 
the parent (late, on terms conftitutional and ho*, 
nourable to both : And that her civil and religious 
J)rivilcges may be iccurcd to the lateft poftcrity. 

And it is recommended to Chriflians of all deno* 
minations to aiTemUe for public woffhip, and to 
Abftain from fervile labour and recreation on faid 
day. 

' Ordered, That a copy of the. above be figncd by 
the Prefideht, and attefted by the Secretary, and 
publiOied in the hews-papers and in hand-bills. 

Tte Congrefs then refolved itfelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into confideration the 
traysand means of raifing money, and having fpent 
thereon the remainder of the day and the day fol- 
lowing, adjourned till Wednefday at 9 o'clock. 
WEDNESDAY, June 14, 1775^ ' 
Met according to adjournment. 
~ Agreeable to the Handing order of the day, th6 
Cortgfefs iefolved itfelf into a Committee of the 
*^ho1e, to take into confideration thq ftate of Ame- 
rica, and after fome time fpent thereon, the Preli- 
dent refumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported 
that the Committee had come to certain refofuti- 
cms, which he was ordered to report, but hot hiv- 
ing cometo a conclufion, they defired hirh to mov6 
for Ica^e to fit again. 

The Rcfobtions being read were agreed to kS 

1 follows : • 

R(fo/ved, That fix companies of expert riflemen 
j^ be immediately raifed in Pcnnfylvania, two in Ma- 

ty land, and' two in Virginia; that each compafiy 

confift 
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COnfift of a Captain, three Lieutenants, toMt 
Serjeant^, four Corporals, a Drumnier. or trumpet- 
i-r, ^nd fix ty -weight privates. 

That each company, as foon as compleated, 
march and join the army near Bofton, to be there 
employed as Ijight Infantry, under, the command 
of the chief officer in that army. 

That the pay of the officers and privates be as 
follows, viz. a captain twenty dollars per month ; 
a lieutenant thirteen dollars and one third of a doU 
lar per month i a ferjeant eight dollars per month f 
a corporal feven dollars and one third pf a dollar per 
month ; a drummer or trumpeter the fame ; pri- 
vates fix dollars and two thirds of a dollar per 
month ; to find their own arms and clothes. 
* That the form of the inliftment be in the fol-* 
lowing* wofds: ' 

I have this day voluntarily inlifted 

myfelf as a foldier in the American Continental 
Atmy for one year, unlefs (ponerdifcharged : And 
i'do bind rtiyfeJf to conform in all inftances to fucft 
rules and regulations, as are or (hall be eftablifhed 
for the government of the faid army. 

Upon motion, RefffheJ, That a Committee of 
five be appointed to prepare Rules and Regulations 
for the government of the army. 
* The following perforts were chofen to compofe 
that Committee, Mr. Wafhington, Mr. Schuyler^ 
•Mr. Deane, Mr. Cufliing, and Mr. Hewes. 

A letter from the Convention of New- York, datecl 
the loth inftant, refpeding a veflel which is ftop- ' 
ped there, on fufpicion pf having on board provi- 
fions for the army and navy at Bofton, was read 
and'ieferr^d to the Delegates of Maflachufcit's- 
Bay, Connedicut, and New- York. 

Rejohed^ 
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Refohed^ That this Coagrefs wHI ta-morrow a- 
gain refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, 
to take into farther confideration the ways and 
means of raifing.money and the ftate of America. 
This to be a {landing order, until the bufinefs is 
compleated. 

Adjourned till to-morrow iat 9 o clock. 
THURSDAY, June 15, 1775. 

Met according to ajdoarnment. 

The Committee, to whom the letter from the 
Convention of New York was referred, brought 
in their report, which being read, 

Rejo/ved, That the thanks of this Congrefs be 
given to the Convention of New York, for their 
vigilance in the cafe of Captain Coffin's veflel, and 
that it be recommended to them that the veffel be ^ 
unloaded, and the cargo fafely ftored, until all juft 
fufpicions concerning thcdeftination of it fhall be 
removed. 

Ordered^ That the above be tranfmijtted by the 
Prefident, in a letter to the Chairman of the Con*- 
vention of New York. 

Agreeable to order the Congrefs refolvcd itfelf 
into a Committee of the whole, and after fomc 
time the Prefident refumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the Committee had come to 
fome farther refoliitions, which he was ordered to 
report. 

The report of the Committee being read and 
conlidered, 

Refohedy That a General be appointed to com* 
mandall the Continental Forces, raifcd or to be 
raifed for the defence of American liberty. 

That five hundred dollars per month be allowed 
for the pay and expences of the General. 

The 
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The Congrcfs then proceeded to the choice of a 
General by ballet, and George Washington, 
Efqi was unanimoufly clefted. - 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 
FRIDAY, June i6, 1775. 

Met "according to adjournment. 

The Prefident inforined Col. Wa/hington that 
the Congrefs had yefterday unanimoufly niade 
choice of him to be General and Commander in 
Chief of the American forces, and rcqueftcd he 
would accept of that employment. To which Col. 
"Wafhington, landing in his place, anfwcred ; 
Mr. Prej^Jenf, 

"Though I am truly fenfibje of the high ho^. 
nour done me in this appointment, yet 1 feel great 
diftrefs, frOm a confcioufncfs that my abilities and 
military experience may not be equal to the exten- 
five and important truft: However, as the Con- 
grefs defire it, I will enter upon the momentous 
duty, and exert every power I poffefs in their fer- 
vice^ and for fupport of the glorious caufe.. I beg 
they will accept mymofl cordial thanks for this di- 
llinguiihed tcftimony of their approbation. 

" But, left Come unlucky event ihould happen 
unfavourable to my reputation, I beg it may be- re- 
membered by every gentleman in the room, that I 
thisdSy declare with the utmort fincerity, 1 do not 
think myfclf equal to the command I am honoured 
'with. 

*' As to pay. Sir, I beg leave to affure the Con- 
grefs, that as no pecuniary confideration could have 
tempte4 me to accept this arduous employm^'nt, at 
theexpence of my domeftjc eafe and happinefs, I do 
not wilh to make any profit from it. I will keep 
an cxadl account of my expenCes. Thofe I doubt 
not they will difchargc, and that is all I deiire." 

kefohed 
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. Refihed^ That a Committee be appointed to 
idraught a CommiiTion and Indrudtions for. thp 
Oenerai, 

The perfonsxhofen to cotopofe the Coniaixttec, 
lycrc Mr. Lee, Mr. E, Rutledge,.and Mr* J..Adams^ 
The papers tranfnciitted from ;he Convei^jien of 
New York being read, 

R^ohed, That the fame be referred to a .Conar 
inittee of five, and that they report what fteps, Jp 
iheTr opinion, are neceflary to be taken for fepyrihg 
itid prcferving the friendfliip of the Indian nations,., 
• The following perfons chofen for this commi^ 
tee, viz, Mr. Schuyler, Mr. fjenry, Mf. tfixioc^ 
Mr. Wilfon, and Mr. P. Livingftpn. 

The Congrcfs then r^fumed the confideration qif 
^the report from the cotrimittee of the whole, an<l 
came to ihe following refolutions ; ^ 

Rejohed^ That two Major-Generals be appointed 
^CM" the American army, 

' That the pay of each of the Major- Generals hje 
'$ne hundred 2SiAJixty- fix Dollcirs per cqonth. \ ., , 
' That when any of thefc adt in a feparate^der 
partment^ he be allowed for his pay anp e^^pences 
three humred'^nd thirty-two jyollars per mon|h*/ 
' That there be ^ight Brigadigrs-General. 

That the p^yof each of the Brigadiers-General 
be one hundred and twenty-Jive Dollars per mon^h* 
That there be one Adjutant-General, 
That his p&y be one hundred and twenty-Jive Dph 
/<7rj per ipomh. 

That there be one Cppimiflary -General of ftori^ 
and provifions. 

Tbat his pay be eighty Dollars per iponth. 
That there be one Quarter-Mafter Qeneral fpr 
the Grand Army, and one De^puty under hinpt fpc 
th^fepjirate'army^ , 7. 

-*'' ' - • That 
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'fhat the pay of the Quarter-Mafter General be 
ieighty Ddlan per month, and that of the Deputy' 
forty Dollars per momh* 

That there be one Pay-mafter General, and a 
Deputy under him for the army in a ifeparate de- 
partment i that the pay for the Paymafter Genera! 
nimfelf be bne hundred Dollars per month, and iot 
the Deputy Paymafter under .hioj ^fty Dollars-^cc 
months 

~ That there be one chief Engineer at the Grand 
Army, and that his pay hc^xfy Dollars per month. 
That two afiiftants be employed under him, and 
that the pay of each of (hem be HveHty Dollars per 
month. . 

That there be one chief Engineer for the army 
in a feparate department, and two Aiiidants under 
him; ihat the pay of the chief Engineer he Jixty 
Dollars per month, and the piy of the Afliftants 
each ttveniy Dollars per month. 

That there be three Aids dc Camp j and that 
their pay be thirty Dollars per month each. 

That there be a Secretary 'to the General j and 
that his pay btfixty-fi^c Dollars per monthi 

That there be a Secretary to the Major General 
ailing in a feparate deparitnent, and that his pay 
be thirty three Dollars per month. 

That there be a Commiflaryofthe Mufters. 
A letter from the Convention of New-York, re- 
ceived by expreis, was laid before the Congrefs, and 
read, and the fame being taken into confideratiop, 

Hefolved, That the Provincial Convention of New 
Yo k be defired immediately to apply to Governor 
Trumbull to order the Connecticut troops now fta- 
tioned at Greenwich, Stanford, and parts adjacent, 
to march towards New York. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 

M SATURDAY, 
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S A T U R D A Y, June 17, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The committee appointed to draught a Corn- 
mi flion to the General, reported the fame, which 
being ;read by paragraphs and debated j was agreed 
to as follows s 

In CONGRESS. 

« < 

The Delegates of the United Colonies of 
New-Hampfhire, Maffachufett's-Bay, Rhode- 
Ifland, Connefticiit, New- York, New-Jerfey, 

- Pennfylvania, the Counties of New-Caftle, Kent 
and Suflex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 

• North-Carolina and South Caroliiia. 

ro GEORGE WASHINGTON, Efq. 

W E. repofing cfpecial trqft and confidence in 
your patriotifm, valour, condudt and fidelity, do, 
by thefe prefents conftitute and appoint you, to be 
General and Commander in Chief of the Army of 
the United Colonies, and of all the Forces now 
raifed or to be raifcd by them, and of all others, 
who fhall voluntarily offer their fervice, and join 
the faid army for the defence of American Liberty, 
and for repelling every hoftile invafion thereof : 
And you ace hereby vefted with full power and 
authority to aift as you fhall think for the good and 
welfare of the fervice. 

And we do hereby ftridly charge and require 
all officers and foldiers under your command, to be 
obedient to your orders^ and diligent in the cxercifc 
of their feveral duties. And we do alfo enjoin and 
require you, to be careful in executing the great 
trull repofcd in y©u, by caufing ftridt difcipline 

and 
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tnd order to be obferved io the army, and that thi 
foldiers be duly exerciie4 and provided with all 
cpnvehient neceffaries. 

And you are to regulate your conduct in every' 
refpedl by the rules and difcipline of war (as here- 
with given you) and pundtually to obferve and fol- 
low fuch , orders and diredions from time to time, 
as you (hall receive from this or a future Congrefs 
of thefe United Colonies or Committee of Con- 
grefs. 

, This Commiffion to continue in force, until je^ 
yoked by this or a future Congrefs, 

By Order of the Congrefs. 

Orderedy That the fame be fairly tranfcribed, 
figned by the Prefident, attefted by the Secretary, 
j|.nd delivered tQthe General. 

Refohed unanimmjly. Whereas the Delegates of 
^11 the Colonies from Nova-Scotia to Georgia, in 
Congrefs affembled, have unanimoufly chofen; 
George Wajhtngton^ Efq; to be General and Com-*, 
mander in Chief of fuch forces as are or fliali be 
taifed for the maintenance and prefervation of Amer 
rican Liberty ; this Congrefs doth now declare^x 
that they will maintain and jiflift him, and adher^ 
to him the faid George Wafliington, with tbeir 
Cves and fortunes in the fame caufe. 

The Congrefs then proceeded to the choice of 
the Officers in the army by ballot. 
. Artemus JVardj Efq, wjis chofeafirfl: Major Ge- 
neral. 

Horatio Gates^ Efq: Adjutant General. 

Refohedy That Horatio Gate$^ Efq; now chofen 
'Adjutant General^ fhall have the ranj& of Brigadier 
General. 

Charles Lee, Efq; fecond Major General • 
Adjourped tiU Monday at 9 o'clock. 

MON- 
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MONDAY, June i()\iJ79. 

• Met according tp adjournment, . 

The Prefidcnt laid before- the Congrefs fundry 
kttei-s be had rcceitred frttm MaffachufettVBay and 
Kcw^York, which were read. ' ' 

Orde^hed, -That Mr. Henry, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 

i. Adams, be a Committee to wait upon General 
Ae, and to inform him of his appointment, and 
rcqueft hi^ anfwer whether he will accept the com-*- 
mand. 

* The Committee returned and repbrtcd, that 
they had waited on General Lee, and in^*-' 
formed him of hjs appointment, and that 
he gave for anfwer, *' That he had the higheft 
V fenfeof the honour conferred upon him by the 
*' Congrefs J that no effort in his power fhall be 
^' t^anting to ferve the AmericaiN caufe/' 

. » The letters from Mafl&chufctt^s-Bay being taken 
into confideration, the Congrefs came to the fol* 
Ipwing refolve : 

That the Go^^emor of ConneSicut be requefled 
to dired: ail the forces raifed in that colony, not em- 
ployed at • Ticonderoga tnd Crown^Point, or re- 
commendjcd by this Congrefs to be marched to- 
wards New- York, to be immediately fent to join 
the combined army before Bofton : And it is ear- 
neftly recommended to the* colony of Rhode- Ifland, 
and to the provincial Gorwention of New-HampV 
ftire, \Q-i^?A immediately to the army before 
Bofton, fuch of the forces as are already embodied 
towards their quotas df the troops agreed to b« 
raifed by the New- England colonies. 

Rejbhed; That Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutledge, and 
Mr. J. Adams, be a Committee to prepare the 
fqrm of a commiffion for the Major Generals, 
alfo for the Brigadier Generals, and o^h?r cfficers ia 
tfctc army, Refolved 
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' Re/ohed, That there be four Ntajor Gcner aU, 

The Congrefs tbw proceeded to chafe the tw<i 
remaining Major Generals, when PbiHp Schwfkr^ 
Efq^ was chofen third Major General, and Ifratl 
Putnam^ E% was unariimouily chofen fourth Ma« 
jor General, 

The Committee appointed to prepare the form 
of a Commiiiion for the Major and Brigadier Ge« 
nerals, reported the fame, which being agreed. 

Ordered^ That a dopy thereof be made out^ 
figned by the Prefident, and attefted by the Secre-r 
tary, for each of the Major General; and Brigadier 
Generals. 
' Ordered^ That the Secretary get a number of 
Commiflions, with proper blanks, printed for the 
other officers. 

The Cpmniittee appointed to prepare a Petition 
to th? King, reported a draught of one, which wat 
read* 

Adjourned till to*morrow 9 o'clock* 

TUESDAY, June «o, 1775, 

Met according to adjournment. 
. The Commictee appointed to prepare inftrudiona 
tp the General, reported the fame, which being 
read and debated, were agreed to. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock* 
. WEDNESDAY, June 21, 1775, 

M^t i^ccording to adjournment, 

Mr, Thomas Je^ferfon appeared as a Delegate 
from the colony of Virginia, and produced bis cre-s? 
denfialS) which were read and approved, and are aa 
follows : . 

At a Convention pf the Delegates for the coun- 
ties and corporation^ in the cplbny of Virginia^ a| 
the town of Richmond, in the town pf Henrico^ 
on Monday, 27th March, 1775, 
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On. a motion made, ReJ^ved, That Tliomas 
Jefferfon, Efq. be appointed a deputy to reprcfent 
this colohy in General Congrcfs, in the room of the 
honourable Peyton Randolph^ Efq. in cafe of; the 
non^i'attendance of the faid Peyton Randolph, Eiij. 
Atteji. JOHN TAZEWELL, Clerk ofCotrventian. 

At a General Afiem^jiy, began and held at the 
Gapitol, in the city of Williamiburg, on Thurfday 
ift June, ia the fifteenth yctr of the reign of our 
Lord George the Third, by the grace of God of 
Great^Britain, Jgcc* A; D* 1775, 

Monday^ ^th June, 15/AG. IIL 1775- 
Re/ohed, 'N.C, D. That this Houfe doth en- 
tirely approvse of 4he Proceedings and Refolutions 
of the Convention of Delegates for the counties and» 
corporations, in the colony of Virginia, held at 
Richmond town^ in the county of Henrico, the^ 
20th of March, 1 775 ; and that it be recom^ 
mended to all the good people of this colony ftriftly 
to conform to,, and obferve the fame. 

By the Houfe- of Burgeffes^ 
PEYTON RANDOLPH, Speaker, 

Mr. Henry informed thcCongrefs, that the Ge^ 
neral had fmtintohis handfundryqaeries, to which 
be.defired. tl\e Congrefs would- g:ve an anlwer. 

The queries being read and debated, 

Refohid^ That a Committee of five be appointed 
to prepare proper anfwers. 

The perfons chofen were. Mr. Dean,. Mr. 
Henry, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. S. Adams, and. 

Mr. Lee. 

On a motion niadc, Refohed^ That the General 
]^ allowed three Aids dc Camp. 

.... That 
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That each of the Major- Generals have twq Aids 
de Camp. 

Thai their pay be thirty-three dollars per month 
each. 

Adjourned tin to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 
THURSDAY, June 22, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare anfwei's to 
the General's queries, reported the fame, which 
were read. 

The Congrefs then came to the following Refo- 
lutioDs : 

Refolved^ That the number of Brigadier-Generals 
be augmented tq eight ; and the fame were chofea 
by ballot as follows : 

Seth Pomeroy, Efq; firft Brigadier- General* 

Richard Montgomery, Efq; Iccond ditto. 

David Woofter, Efq; third ditto. 

William Heath, Efq; fourth ditto. 

Jofeph Spencer, Efq; fifth ditto. 

John Thomas, Efq; fixth ditto. 

John Sullivan, Efq; fcventh ditto. 

Nathaniel Green, Efq; eighth ditto, 

Refohed, That the troops, including the volun- 
teers, be furnifhed with Camp equipage and 
blankets, where neceflary, at the Continental ex- 
pence. 

Refohed^ That the officers now in the army, re- 
ceive their new Commiflions through the hands of 
the General. 

Refohed^ That a futli not exceeding two millions 
of Spanifli milled Dollars, bt emitted by the Con- 
grefs in bills of credk, for the defence of America, 
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. ReffiheJi That the Twelve coiilbdcrated Colonics 
be pledged for the redemption of the bills of credit^ 
now direded to be emitted.. 

Upon motion made, Refohedy That the Colony 
of Peniifylvania raife two more companies of rifle- 
men, and that thefe, with the fix before ordered to 
be by them, raifed^ making eight companies» be 
formed into a battalion, to be commanded by fuch 
Field-Officers, Captains and Lieutenants as (hall 
be recommended by the Aflembly or Convention of 
faid Colony. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock. . 

TUBS DAY, June 23, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment* 

A letter from Crown-Point, dated June 10, waS 
laid before the Congrcfs and read. Informatioo 
being given, that two officers who brought the let- 
ter were at the door, and had fon>e things of impor- 
tance to communicate. 

Ordered, That they be introduced, and they Were 
introduced. After they withdrew, the Cong^refs 
came to the following Rtfolutions^ viz. 

Refohed, That it be recommended to the officer 
commanding in the New- York department, to pro- 
cure> as foon as pofEble, a lift of the men employed 
in taking and garrifoning Crown-Point and Ticon- 
deroga, and keeping poffcffion of the lakes, and 
alfo of their difburfements in order that they may 
be paid. 

Refohed, That their pay he the fame as that of the 
officers and privates in the American army $ the 
higheft of the officers not to exceed that of a Cap*- 
tain, and that the pay commence the third day of 
May laft, ^nd continue till they are difcharged, 
, . ,. 2, Refohed, 
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^ I RefoheJy^ Tshzt it be^ recommended to. tj>^ po 
vention of New- York, that they, confultihg with 
General Schuyler, employ i^.the army to. be" raifed 
for the defence. of America, thofe called' tne,*Greeri 
Mountain Boys,\under fuch officers as theJiaid'Green 
Mountain Roys flialJ cbufe^ 

, On a motion made,. Refalvcd. That a Commit- 
lee qf five* bQ^cnpfcn to draw up a Declaratio|i to be 
publiilied by General Waibiogtotfi,^ upori bis 'arrival 
at the camp before Boftoh; 
. ..ThiS.Qotpmttiee chofen are Mr. J. Rutledg^, ^Mi": 
!W. Lmo^oi|iy Mr* FnnJklin, Mr. Ja^,^ and Mf, 




.. Xrgeeabie to order, the Congrels refplyed^ jtfelf 
into a Committe of the whole, to take Inid fUrtlier 
c^onfideratioa, tlie.fta.te of : Amarka,^ An.d • after ibme 
timejfpent thejenip )the Prefident refuniedtAe chairs 
and Mr, Ward reported certain Refolutiohs come 
into by them, and, that not having yet fifliftied', tliey 
defired leave to fit again.; / 
..The Report' of the Committee being ,fcgd,.,>was 
agreed to as follows : ,; . . : 

. . ]kefhlved[^^ I'hit the number, and denocxiaavion of 
the bills to be efaiittcd, be as jfbllpNys ; '*' " 
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.49*000 Bills of 8 Dollars each = 392,006. 
495000^ tDo. <if 7 Dollars «ach c2= 343,00a' 
49,000 Do. of 6 Dollar^ each = 294,000 > 

.49,poo Dq. .of 5 Dollar^ each == 245,00© v 
49,000 Dd. of 4 Dollars each = 190,0001 
49,000 Do^ isf 3 Dxilkirs each = 147^000' 
49,000 Do. of z Dollars e«ich == 98,09(1 
49,000 Do. of I Dollar each =. 49,000 
11,000 Do. of :?o f)oRar$' each = 236,060 ' 
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Totjll 403,500 2,000.000 



N ' ' Rcfohed^ 



Refohed^ That the form of the bills be as fol*^ 

CONriNENTJL CURRENCT. 

N Dollars, 

^HIS bill entitles the bearer to receive 
Spanijb miUed dollars^ or the value thereof, in 
gold orjilvery according to the re Joint iom of the 
Congrefs, held at Philadelphia^ qh tbe i otb day 
of May ^ A. jD. 1775* 

Refolved, That Mr. J, Adams, Mr, J. Rutlcdgc, 
Mr. Daune, Dodlof Franklin tind Mr. Wilfon, be 
a Committee to get proper plates engraved, to pro* 
vide paper, and to agree with printers to print the 
above bills. 

The order for a Committee of the whole f ene w- 
(dy and the Congreis adjourned till to-morrow at ^ 

p*elock. 

SATURDAY, June 24, 1775, 

Met according to adjournment. ' 

On a motion made, Kejblved, That a Committee 

of feven be appointed to devife ways and means to 

put the militia of America in a proper ftate for the 

defence of America. 

The meqpbers chofen are Mr. Paine, Mr. Har- 
rifon, Mr. Sherman, Mr, Hoplcins^ Mr. Flojd, 
M^« Gadfden, and Mr. Dickenfon. 

The Committee appointed to prepare n declara^ 
tlon to be publiQied by General Wafl^ington^ upon 
his arrival at the camp before ^ofton, brought in 
their report, which was read and 'debated| and after 
fome ttpe, referred for farther confederation till 
Monday next, 

Adjourned till Moi^lay at 9 o'clock. 
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MONDAY, June 26, 1775* 

- Met according to adjournment. 

A letter from Governor Trumbull was read, and 
referred to the Committee appointed to de«i& ways 
and means for introducing the manulai^re of 
iait-petre into thefe colonies. 

The ftate of North- Carolina being taken into 
confideration, the Congrefs came to the following 
refolutions. 

Whereas it is represented to this Congrefs, that 
^e enemies of the liberties of America are purfu- 
ing mcafures to divide the good people of the Ci^- 
ny of North Carolina, and to defeat the American 
AjTociation. 

Refohedy That it may be recommended to all in 
that colony, who wiQi well to the liberties of Ame- 
rica, to aflbciate for the defence of American liberty, 
and to embody tbemfelves as miUtia, under proper 
officers. 

Refihed^ That in caic the aiTcmbly or conven- 
tion of that colony, fhall think it abfolatcly ne- 
ceflary for the fupport of the American Avia- 
tion and Safety of the colony, to raife a body of 
forces not exceeding one thoufand men, this'Con- 
grefs will conlider them as an American arrays 
and provide for their pay. 

' The Congrefs then refiimed the confideratlon of 
the declaration, and after fome det^W, - 

Refohed, That it be re-committed, and that Mr; 
Dickenfan and' Mr. Jefferfon be added to the < 
Commiitee. . _ 

The committee for Indian affaus brought in their 
report, which- was read, 

N 2 Ordered, 
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Ordered^ That . tlip Prefidcnt write tb Governor 
* Trumbull, and inform him, and alfo the Convcn-r 
tions of New Hampil^ire and' Maflachufctts'Kiy, 
And ,<he government of Rl^Je^. Ifland, that the 
CfMBgoefsrhavift appointed George Wafliington, Efq; 
Cx)nw»ander in Chief of all the Forces' raifed, or to 
be raifcd, for the defeace of America. , . : 

. iidjoiinied* till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 
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TUESDAY, June 27, 1775. . :, 

: / . 'Met* ac<:o^ding^ to adjournment. 
- On motion xssaiAj^yizRtfilved^, That- Governor^ 
Skcnfi be fent' undjeroai^goard to Welthersficld; or 
Middietown^ jn^fhe roiinty of Hart&rd, in Con«i 
nefliicut, tfcere to be confined on his parole, not to 
go oijt of the bounds prefcribed to him by Governor 
TrunibdtH. ....:;;, ; ^ 

pjukkedyThn the Delegates for Pennfylvania,* 
take (peafares (v> haive the above refolve carried* 
into execution. 

A ktter frtAiiv^tHerCcmveiitioti 6f Maffachufetts 
Bay> received by exprcfs, was laid before the Coh- • 
gfcfs and read. - . , : . . 

The Congr^fs tbfcn itfumed the tronfideration*^ of 
tkejRate^f affairs in the New York department, and- 
after fome time fpenT^ therein, -came to -certain ft^\ 
fclutions, which were ordered to be immediately; 
tranfmitted to Genel-al Scbuykr for his dkeflioa. 

The committee appointed to draw up an Addreffr 
to tbd-ff)hatMtant6:!6f Great Britain, reported the., 
fane, ' which was *8adk -* 
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Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'Clock. 
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Met according to aeljournmeD^. . 

T^e Coaunitcee rappointe^ totpreparea draught 
of ^ules and Itqgulations f6j-.:(bfl govi:rncn«iftt,oi^ 
tbeLArxxiy, reported, the (aina, .whichrwasrea4^^d. 
taken^^ into coa0(iQration» And. the, remainiiier^ 
the day,, and the xka)r'" foUawjuptg, bfejlng ^txxt, 
thereon, adjourned |iU next day ^ ^.q'i^lQcJc^'., .. 
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' f^RPDAYi Jahe'jV I'lJS- 












Met, according tp^jstdjourpment. 

The Congreffs yi^fnmed the coofiderhtidn of the 
Rules and kegirfitidns, which-;,being gone through 
^cre agreed tor as"fb!fovvs : 

Whereas his Majcfly's moft faithful fubje<SfcsTa* 
thefe Colonies are reduced to a dangerous and cri- 
tical fitoatbn, *y**h*- attemptg'6f:^ebc Brftiaf.^-. 
niffry, : to carry ittb '■ ekfecution j^ by •forte of ^ttiii^ 
fevtrsil' unci)iiftit(iti^nal- ind eppr<(fi?e'^s ol'^tbe- 
4 Britifti'FaFiiamerit for 'laying ta}ds$ in America, to 

cftforoe *he ccrfltnaion-of thofe taxfcfs>' aod fot ait;?i--. 
iiig ^nd changing the conftkuttoh atid iiitern^FpO* 
lic»4iif'f^in^of ihtfe" Colonies/ m rtoktiorl djF (he 
ntmrah and civir rights of the Colohicf, "--^ :-^*^^ '-' 

And whereas h6ililities has been adually cotpf 
menodd^ ih-'tWMaflkcteifett-'s-Bay/by the firitifh; 
troop^ wApt thekrdmmand of General Gage^ * and . 
the livii^of W hftttiber of the inhabitants of thkt Co* 
lody dedroycd'i- tlie town'of Bofton not only -hav- 
ing been long occupied as a garrifoned town in 

6 an 
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an enemies country, but the inhabitants thereof 
treated with ? feverity and cruehy not to be jufti- 
fied even towards declared enemies. 

And whereas large reinforcements have been 
ordered, and arc loon expefted, for the dechrcd 
purpofc of compelling' thefc colonies to fubmit to 
the operation of the faid afts, which hath rcn-' 
dercd it neceflary, and an indifpenfible duty for the 
cxprefs purpofe of fccuring and defending thcfe 60- 
Ibnies^ and preferving them in fafety againil all at- 
tempts to carry the faid a£hi into earecudonf ; that 
an armed force be raifed fufficient to defeat fuch 
hoflile defignfi, and pre&rve smd defend the lives, 
liberties and immunities of the colonifts ^ for the 
due regulating and well ordering of which, 

Refohed, That the following RULES and OR- 
I5ERS be attended to, and obferved by fuch forces 
a^ are or may hereafter be raifc^d for the purpofes 
aforelaid. 

. Jlrtkle I • That every officer who fliall be. re- 
tained, and every ioldier who ihall ferve 19 thie 
Cpi^tinental Army» ihall at the time of his accept* 
apce of his commiflion or inliftmeotf iubfcribetbeic 
rules anid regul^ions. And that the ofBcecs aad 
foldiers, already of that army, (hall alfo.as foM as 
may be fubfcribe the fame; from the time of twhich 
fubfcription every officer and foldier (hall be bouad 
by .thoie regulation's. But if any of the of&cers pr 
f(^iers, i)ow of the faid army^ do npt fuhfcri^ 
tlicfe rules and regulations} thep tb^y oi^yibe fP^ 
talned in the faid army» (ubjed^ to the rqi^QSvaiul r^ 
gulations under which they entered into the fenrioCy 

- •. .or- 
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ur be difcharged .fcom the fcr^ice* at the option 

of the Coinmandct in Chief. . . . , > 

Art. 2. It IS carneftly rccomniendcij to all. offi-r 
ccrs and foldicrs diligently to attend Diviqe; Ser-^ 
vice ; and all officers an4 foldkrs,. who ihajl bet- 
iiavc indecently or irreverently at any place of Di* 
vine. Worfhip, (hall, if conyimiflioned officers, bg 
brought before a coiirt-martial, there to Be public* 
ly and fevercly reprimanded by the Prcfidentj if 
non-commiffioned officers or foldiers, every perfon 
fo offending, {hiall> for hii fir ft offence forfeit one 
iixth of a doHar, to be deduced out of his liexi 
pay J |br the fecond offence, he (hall not only for- 
feit \a like fum, but be confined for twenty -four 
hours; and for every like offence, (hall fuiftrand 
pay in like mahper, which money fo;fbrfeitcfd,{hall 
DC applied to the ufe of the fick foldiers of thp troop 

or company to which the offender belongs/ 

I 

Art. 3. Whatfoever nob-commiffioncd officeror 
foldier (hail ufe any profane oath or execration, (hall 
incur the pebaltic? cxprefRd in the foregoing arti* 
cte 5 arid if a cohfimiifioned officer be thus guilty df 
pfbfan<i curfing or fwearing, he (hall forfeit and 
•pay for- each attd evfery fuch offentfe, the fum of 
four (hillings, lawful money. 

Art. 4. Any officer or foldier^ who (hall behave 
himfelf with contempt or di(iefped: towards the 
General or Generals, or Commanders -in Chief of 
the Continental Forces, or (hall fpeak falfe words, 
tending to his, or their hurt, ordUhonour, (hall be 
puniChed, according to the nature of his offence, 
by the judgment of a general Court-MartiaU 

Art. 
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'' J4rt* 5,* AnybdJCdt- ov foMier, 'who fhaB begins 
excite, caufc or join m aby mutiny, or fedxtioa» ior 
the regiment, troop, or company, to which he be- 
!dngs» or in an^y othfer Jr^glmbnt, troop or com- 
pany of the Contirienfeil FontcS', -cither by land or 
lea, or in any part^ pbft^ detachment,. or guard, on 
any p<»clenbt i^^hiaffeever,- (hall fafFer foch* punifti- 
tnent as by a gchoralcourt^martial (hall be ordered. 



-t , 



\ Art.' 6.* Any officer, non-cprrimifllon^d t)fficer, 
or foldier, whq beiiijg prelent at .any mutiny or fe- 
dition, does not',l}fe^his utpibft endeavoar$Tofup^ 
prefs the fim$, or coming, tb theknowlefdgl^'of ahy 
maiiriy,' or* intended mutiny,' does riot, witbout 
delay, eivft information thereof to the commahdinji 
officer, _(hall bq punifhed t)y;'orqet-' of a .gfe/ieral 
court' ' ajajtial, -' according to the nature 6iF hi$ 
oftence. , , , . 
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'/--Arl. 7^^'ffy,;o^ce/^ or foljiifr^' who (hall ftrike- 
IfiS Superior officer,, or draw, or ofEer to draw^ or 
ijjall lift ^p fii^y?: >ycappn,qOr p^er jiny vicieiice 
aigainA him^ ^e^ng in the,.ccfejCution of his office, 
feB.;a9y pr^teA«<? v^hatfpeyer, ;pr;.ihall :di^bey '^ny 
lawful commapds: of his fuperior .officer, .{feall iuiv 
fer fuch punifhment as /l^al|> acf^ding to.;. the ha-* 
ture of his offence, be ordered by the fentence of a 
gtiio-al coiirt-m'attial. :• .; /, V. 
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'Art. 8. Any rion-comm!fliori<id officef br fcAlicr, 
^ho (hall defert^ or without leavt'of his? cotiimartding 
officei", abfent himfelf from the' troop or cohipany to 

whifchr' 



which he belongs, or ftotft kny 'detactintenf of 
the ($Ltrf€^ (kaif frpon, btrBg* convi(fled thereof^ 
be pumflied according to th6 nature of his of-f 
fence^ ftt th^ diferctioii -of ar' general coxirt-niirr^ 
tial, 

- ^r/* ^i Ayha*fGteVef offlter cJi* foldiit .fliaH bi 
c66vJacd t>f having adVifetf^ xk perfijaded ah] 
^tfier bfficet 6r foldTcr to defaf t, fliall fH^ttf fttcH 
^anifljrft^nt dS' (hiall be ordered by tlid fentence 6t 
4 gdhfti^l fcoart-naartialv ; 

Affi tt>4 All officers/ of xvhat- cbrrditioh fo^ 
cwr^ fhairfeiv* j^tower to pirt atnd quell all cjiiar-i 
#cls, frays, afh! diforderSj though the petfonii 
cdifccfrned fiiould belortg to another rc^m^n^i 
troop or company ; and eithef ordet officer^ tobjf 
flnrrefted, or rlon^^commifficmcd officei* dt folditri 
to be confined and imprifoned, till threfr propel 
fupcrior officers ihall be acquainted therewith i 
and whoever dirflf refufe lo obty fach ofiiccr (tho* 
of an inferior rarik) or (h^U draw llis (word crpoii 
him,-^(baU be punifti^d at the difcrefidh of agef* 
tocral cowf-wartiak 

^r/.li. 'No officer of foldief fhall tife artj^ 
reproachfal or provofcing fpeeches or geftures td 
ftficxtlier.) ^liof ihall ^refu me to fend a challenge td 
9«y ptdhn. to* figlH-a -duel > And. w^nDerer (hall 
knowingly and willingly fufFer any perfon wh*t^ 
foever to go forth to fight a duel ; or (hall fe* 
corid,. promote, or carry any challenge; fliall be 
df^edoed as a priiicipati And whatlbeVer officejf 
or £ildici: fliall upbraid another for refufins; at 
chdiicnptl ;lbdU alfo< be confidered as A chaU 
leng«:,And all fuch off«nder6,Jn any of tbefe 
or' Sadix like cafes, fliall be puniflied at the dif- 
cretion of a general court-martiah 

O Jrf. 
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Art. ri. Erciy officer comm^njding iii quafr-^ 
ters, or on a march, (ball keep good order, and^ 
to. the utmoft cf hU power, redrefs all fuch al?u«» 
fes or diforders which may be committed by any 
officer or foldier Cinder his command: If uppn 
any complaint beipg ma4e to him/ of officers or 
fjldiera beating, or othcrwife ill- treating any per-, 
fon,. or of committing any kind of riot> to the 
Yliiquietiiig of the inhabitants of this coatinent ^ 
be the faid commander, who {hall refafe or omi( 
to fepjajftice done on the offender or offenders, 
and reparation made to the party ar parties ii\jur*% 
fdp a$ far as the offenders wages 0^41 enable bin^ 
or them, fhall, upon due proof thereof be pu-* 
jii^ed 4s ordered by a general court- mar tial> va 
fa.ch mauner as if he himfelf had con:imitted th^ 
crimes or diforders coniplamed of. 

* -^t* 1 3^ if any pfficer fliould think himfelf. to 
be wrpog^d by bis Colonel or the commandihg 
officer qf,^:he regiment,, and (ball, upoh due ap- 
plication piade to him, be refufed to be redrelTed^ 
he may complain, to the General or Commander 
in Chief of the Continental Forces, in order tot 
obtain juftice, who is hereby required to examine 
into faid complaint^ and fqe that, juftice 'be^ 
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Arti 14. If any inferior officer pt foldier, ^fliaii 
think himfelf wronged by his Captain ot othei' 
pfficer; commanding the troop or .company to 
which be belongs^ he is -to complain thereof to 
Jhe coiwmanding officer of .the.risgimctft, who i^ 

ilacreby 
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nereby required' to futntii'dn a i-egimentil ebti-rt- 
rrsaftial, for the doing jiiffice to the complainant j 
from which' regimental court-martial, ' either 
Jrahy may, *if he tfiinks himfelf ftill- aggriefved, 
appeal to a[ general court-martial'; but* if, upori 
ajfecond hearing, the appeal (hall appeal to be 
Vexatious and groundlefs, the perlbn £b' appeal- 
frig, fHallbc punifhed at the difcretioh of the ge- 
fieral court-^martial. ! ■ 
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^ AH. 15, Whatfoevcr non-comanffion^d officer 
;fer foldier, ihall be convicted, at a regimental 
cotirUmanial, of having fold, or defigncdly, or 
through negleft wafted the ammunition, ^krms. 6t 
provifionr, or other military ftores, delivfered (6 
him, to be employed in the fervice of this' con* 
finent, (hall if an officer, be reducei \d^ a ffti- 
vate centinel /and if a pmatc-fbldier, - (hall fiffFet 
fuch puni(hment as (hall be ordered by a regi- 
mental court- ittittraU ' ' '; . \ . 






Art. 16/ All non-cotnrttlffioned officei^sl and 
foldiers, who (hkll be found one mile ffoih the 
Camp, without leave in^Nvriting from thejr coni^ 
Inandrng- officer, (hall 'fufPer fuch puniihqjent ai 
fliall be inflided on hirii or them by the fentencc 
pf a regiment; cQurt-martiaK ^, - .. 
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* Art.ij. No ogicer or foldier (hall lie out of 
his Quarters, or 'camp, without leave from' tht 
to'mmanding officer of ^ the regiment/ upon pe- 
nalty of being puni(hed accbrdiiig to the nature 
of his oiFenjpe, by. order of a regimental ,court-» 
iftaftiah 






^•' ■'■ 
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^ Jlri:n%^ E?ery noa^<;:ommi0io9ie4 ^^^^ * 4^^ 
jfoldier (hall retire to his quarters^ or teot^ at the 
beating of the retr^^t ; in dcfauU of which, he 
ihali j^e pui^khed ^ccprding to the qatiw of hi$ 
bfFenie,- by order'of th? cornxijandjing o^ V 

Art, \^. No officer, non-cooimiffioned offi-' 
ccr or foldier fliall fail of repaifiiig, at thq 
time fixed, to the place of parade or exer-? 
cife, or other rende:5vbus appointed by the com- 
manding officer, if not prevented by ficknefs, 
pr ibrne Other evide«t ncceflity j or fhall go 
. from the laid place of rende?5vous, or from hi* 
guar 4> without leave froni his coxximaoding of* 
jicqr» b/sfor^ h^ ihall h^ regularly dirmifled oc 
reJi£v^/dl|. on penalty of being puniChed accQr4-t 
iflg to tb^ Picture of Ijiis ofxence, by the fentenc^ 

Art.^p. Whatfoevercom^iffipppd officer fhaU 
be found drunk on bis guard, party or duty, un- 
der arms, (hall, be -qafl^iered ibr it ; uny non- 
pommiffioned offi^ep. pr ipjdiejr^: fp ofFendihg^ 
/hall fuiFer fuch puhil^jment "as /ihall' be ox^ 
(tiered by the fenteac^ ftf ^ re^ipieajtal cpwirt-f 
martial, 

Art^ 21, Whatfoever centiriet ^fhall be found 
Sleeping, i^jpon his poft, or fliall leave it before he . 
Jpiall bie regularly relieved, (hall jTuffer fuch pu* 
piffiment as flhall be ordered by the Sentence of ^ 
general coiurtrmartial, 

Art. 22. Any perfon belonging to the Continen-- 
taj Arrpy, who by difcharging pf firc-armSji beating 
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TkSnaJs, or-imraunitioh } or fliall khowin^lyhar-* 
hour or protedl drt enemy, ihafrfiifFerfrjch ponifh- 
mcni as by a general courr^ martial flialP'bc *Drff 
dered. 






f. Whofocvcf, bclongiag to the coixti- 
neiital at myy ihsill be conviftcd of holdingxorte- 
fpbftdehce ♦with-, or of giving. intelligence to the 
enemy, cither idaxtStly or indire<ftly, . lliall fa&rr 
luch piinifliment . as by a general court-rraartial 
iliall he ordered, ." ; 

,:i^rt* . ?9fc MliPS^.iic ftore$ taken in the cnpi|\y's 
/^mp.pr maga%ineis» whether of artillery, ^m^>u-^ 
uit^oi^, cloathiog^ or provifions, (hall be fecatcd 
for the uip of xh^ United Colonies. 

/irt. 30. Ifany officer or foldicrihall kave hh 
port or coloursr iJ^-*i^c of an engagement/ ta gq 
in iezrchof plunder, he flialU upon beinj^j cof>-* 
vidted thereof before a general court-martial jftiffen 
fuch punifhmeot.as by iaid court-martial £haU 

|j9: ordered. ^ * ... * ^ 

.•«"■< . •. • ' . ....< , 

. 'utfr/. ^J. If ahy'cbmmandtr of' -any poft, in- 
treochnient, or fqrtrefe, ih&U be compelled by the 
officers or foldiers under his command to give Ai 
wp to the enemy, or to kban^on it, ,the commif- 
fionecj pfficer, non'.commiffionedtofficers or foU 
diers who ihall be con viijtpd pJCJi^viap; fo offended, 
(hall fuffer death, or fuch..pthei;,puni(hment as 
njay be inflidled upon '.them by th^ fe'ntencc of a 
general court-martial. , . 

:.. Art. :,32. All fiittlers and retailers to a camp, 
and all perfons.whatfoever, fcrving with the con- 
tinental army in the field, though not inlifttd 
fpldiers, »re to.bc Tubje<5t to' the .articles, rules^ 

^nd regulations of the contin^ntararmy. 
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," V^//.'33.- No geperal court-mifrtial flaall eonfift 
pf a lefs number than thirteeai none of . wbifcl) 
fliall be under the degree of a ccwnitflipncd of* 
ficer; and the preiident (ball be a field ofiiceir.) 
And the. prefidcnt pf each and every coartr 
rriartial, whether general or regicnental, iball 
have power to adminifter an path to every wit'* 
nefs^ in order to the ,trial. of. offenders* An4 
the mjcmbers of all courts-martial fliall bp duly 
fworn by the prefident; and the. next in rank.ojj 
the court-martial fhall adminider the oath to the 
prefidtnt. , 

. -^r/. 34. The members, both .of general. qiD4 
Regimental courts-martial,, (hall^. when belong-t 
Ing to different corps, take the fame rank which 
Ihey hold in the army ; but when courts-marti^ 
fhall be compofed of officers of one corps, 
they ' fhall take * their ranks according to' th'ei^ 
commiffions by which they arp muflercd in tlic 
faid corps* 

jirf. 35. All the members of a coart*^martial» 
dre to behave with calmnefs, decency, and in;i'^ 
partiality; and in giving uf their votes, ar^e tQ 
begin with the youngeft or loweil in commit 
fion. » 

. jirt. 36. No field officer fhall-be tried by any 
perfon under the degree of a captain ; nor fhafl 
zny proceedings; or trials be^ carried on, except^, 
ing between th.e hours of eight i« the au)rning# 
and three in th? afternoon, except in cafes wbicb 
require an immediate example*- 

. '^r/..37» The commiffioned ofiicfers of every 
regini^t may, by the appointment of their cote- 
nel jor commanding officer, hold regia>entjii 

court*- 
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t6^ft8,-martia1 for the cnquifilig ifltd filch <iif-* 
ptt«s * cr^minaJ m«<ters asr may come before 
thenft, and for the infti^ing c6r|x>ral puiiifh^ 
lileAts, for ^i«aH ofl%riceSr and fliall give judg- 
rter^tr by the majdrity of voices; but rto fen- 
tence (hall ht executed till the commanding officer 
(fcot being a Jtoember of the court-martial) £hall 
have confirmed tb6^ fame. » 

• 

Art. ^2. No regimental court-niartial fliall 
tonfift of lefs than five officers, excepting in 
tafeg vs^hfefe that number cannot be conveniently 
aflcnabled, when three may be fufficient; who 
are likewife to <ktermme upon the fentence by 
the majority of voices ; v^^hich fentence is to be 
confirmed by the commanding officer, not being 
i member of the court-martial. 

Art. 39. Every officer, commanding in any 
fort, cattle, or barrack, or elfewhere^ where 
th6 Cdrps undef His conimand confifts of detach* 
meats from different regiments, or of indepen* 
6tnt companies, may afTcmble courts-^martial for 
the trial of offenders in the fartic manner as if 
fhey were rtfgimeftt^l, xvhpfe ftntence is not to 
be executed till it (hall be confirmed by the faid 
commanding officer. 

Att. 40. No perfon whatfoever fliail ufe me- 
hacing words, fignsi, or gefture^ in the prefencd 
of a court-martial then fittirtg, or (hall caufe any 
diforder or, riot, fo as to difturb their proceeding; 
^D the penalty of .being punifhed at the drfcretioit 
of the faid court-martial* 

\ Art. 41. To this end that offenders may be 
bit)Ught to }uftice $ whenever any officer xit foF^ 
dierfhall GoxAmit a^ crime dcferving ptrfiifhrnent, 

- * . V 2 he 
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he (hall by his commanding officer, if an officer^ 
be put in arreft; if a rion-commiffioncd officer or 
ibldier, be imprifoned till he fhall be cither tried 
by a court martial, or fhall be lawfully difcharged 
by proper authority. 

m 
4 t 

j4rt. 42. No officer or foldier who fhall be pu^ 
in arrcft, or imprifonment, fliall continue in his 
oonfipement more than eight days, or till fuch 
time as a court-martial can be conveniently af- 
iembled. 

Art. 43. 1^0 officer commanding a guard, or 
provoft marfhal, fhall refufe to receive or keep any 
prifoner committed to his charge, by an officer be- 
longing to the continerttal forces ; which officer* 
fhall at the fame, time deliver an account in writing, 
figncd by himfelf, of the crime with which the 
faid prifoner is charged. 

Art, 44. No officer commanding a guard, or 
pxovoft marflial, fhall prefume to releafe any pri^ 
ibher committed to his charge, without proper au-. 
tl^ority for fo doing* norfhall he fuffer any prifoner. 
to efcape, on the penalty of being punifbed for it,, 
by the fcntenge of a general court-martiajfl. 

Art 45. Every officer or provoft marfhal, . ta 
whofe charge prijtoners fhall be committed, is here* 
by required, within twenty-four hours after fuch 
commitment, or as foon as he fhall be relieved 
from his guard, to give in writing to the colonel of 
the regiment to whom the prifoner belongs (where' 
the prifoner is confined upon the guard belonging to 
the faid regiment, and that his offence only relates 
tq the neglcd; of duty in his. own corps,) or to the 

P commander 
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commander in chiefs their names^ thoif crimfS» an4 
the names pf the officers who committed tbecn, p^ ^ 
ihc penalty of being puniflied for his difobedienca 
pr negleft, at the difcrptiop pf a general pourt^ 
martial. 

j4rf. 46. And if any officer under arreft (hall 
leave his confinement before he is fet at liberty by 
the officer who ppnfined him, qr by a fuperior 
power, he fhall be ca{bi?red fpr it. 

u4rt. 47. Whatfoever coipmiffioned officer (halj 
\}C convifted hefore a general poartrniartiali qf be- 
having in a fc^ndalous infamous manner, fuch as 4s 
pnbecpming the charaflgr of an officer and a gen-y 
tleman, ihall be difcharged from the feryice. 

^rt. 48. Ail officers, condoftors, gunners, ma-s. - 
troffes, drivers, or any oih^r perfons whatfoever, 
receiving pay or hire, iii the fervice of the coniir 
liental artillery, fliall be governed by the aforefaid 
rules and articles, ^nd (half be fubjedt to be tried by 
f^burts-martial, in like manner with the officers and 

iers of the pontinentai troops^ 




' jffrt. 49. Fpr difFerences arifing among them* 
felves, or in tnatters relating foldy to their ov^ x| 
porps^ the courts-martial may be comppfed of tbeir 
pwn officers ; but where a number fufficient of fuch 
pfficcrs cannot be afTembled, or in matters wherein 
otheiT corps are intereftcd, the offipers of artillery 
(hall fit in courts^marti^l, wi^h the o|Hcers of thp 
pther corps. 

Art. 50* AH crimes not capital, and all diibi^? 
fjers and hegle^, which ofikers at^d foldiers may 
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he guilty of, to the prejudice of good order and mi^ 
ikary difeiplinei though not mentioned in the articleii 
of vlrar, are to be taken cognizance of by a general 
pr regimental court-^martial, accQrdipg to the natur^ 
and degree of the offence^ and be puniflied at; their 
difcretion. 

' jirt. St. That rio perftfns Siall fee fent^ftCed by t 
tourt-martial to fufFer dfeath, ' except in the cafes 
typrefsly mentioned in the foregoing articles ; nor 
fhatl any pimiftiment be inflidlcd at the difcretipn^ 
of a cburt-martiali othfcr than degrading, cafhiering^ 
drumming out of the army^ whipping not exceed- 
ing 39 laibesi fine not exceeding two months pajr 
of the odender^ imprifonment not exceeding ouq 
month* 

' jirt. ^ii The field officers of each and every 
tegimenC at'e to appoint f(une fuftable perfon belongs 
ing to fuch regiment, to ^ceive all fuch fines aS 
may arife titrithm the famei^ for any breach of any 
of the foregoing; articles^ and fhali diredt the famej. 
to be carefully and property applied to the relief of 
fuch fictt, ivbundedr oir iiecefikom fcrfdiers^ ^ be-^* 
long tc>i{^hregiaioiit;and fuch perfon fliali accoonfi 
with fuch officer for aU fines recdvedi aod the ap-^ 
l^joatioa I berebfi; 

yfr/y ^3* All members fitting in 6otirt&- martial 
i^ali "be fworn by the Prefident of laid courts,* 
which Prefident (hall himfelf be fwof n by . tho^ 
officer in faid court ncfxt in rank : — The oath to he 
admioifiored previous to their proceeding to the trial 
^Jfany^iTender^ in form following, viai. 
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"* •' You A. B.jwear that you will well and trul^^ 
try, and impartially determine the taufe of the frt-^ 
finer now to be tried, according to the rules for re^ 
gulating the Continental Arniy. So help yoa 
C!rod/» 

Ari. 54. Alt pcrfons called tp give evidence, in 
any cafe, before a court-martial, who fhall refiif<^ 
to give evidence, fhall be punifhed for fuch refufal, 
at the dlfcreiion of fuch court- manial. The oath 
to be adminiflered in the following fornt> viz. 

^' Toufwear the evidence you pall give in the cafe, 

now, in bearing, fhall he the truth, the whole truths 

andjnothingbutthe truth. So help you God/' 

* 

Art. 55, .Evety officer commanding a regiment, 
frobp, or company, fh^U, upon notice given ta 
him by the commiflary of the muftcrs, or from one 
of his 'deputies, affemble the regiment, troop, or 
company under his command, in the next conve- 
nient place for their being muttered. 

Art. 56. Every colonel or other field officer, or 
officer commanding any corps, to which there is no 
'field officer, and actually reiiding with it, may 
give forloughs to non-commiffioned officers and 
foldiers, in fuch numbers, and for fo long a titoe, 
as he (hall judge to be moft confident' ^ith the 
good of the fervice j but no non-commiffioned of- 
ficer or fbldier (hall, by leave of his captain, or 
inferior officer, commanding the troop or com- 
pany (bis field officer not being prcfcnt) be abfent 
above twenty days in fix months, nor fhall more 

than 



.j^fci^ 



^m 



( log } 

than two private men be abfept kt the fame time 
sfrQO^ their troop. o? company, excepting fome C3t- 
traordinary occasion (hall require it, of which 
pccafion the field officer prefent with, and com-* 
manding the regiment pr independant corps^ is ta 
be judge. 

* Art. ^j. At every mufter the commaiiding of- 
ficer of each regiment, troop, or company, thea 
prefent, (hall give to the comniiflary of mufters 
certificates figned by himfelf, figpifying hpw long 
fuch vofficers, hon-commiffioned officers, and folr 
diers, who (hall not appear at the faid mufter, have 
been abfent, and the reafon of their abfence^ 
which reafons^ and the time of abfence, fhall ht 
inferted in the mufter folk, oppofite to the refpec- 
tive names of fuch abfentees : The faid certificate* 
(hall, together with the mufter rolls, be by the- 
iaid cpmmiiTary tranfmitted to the General, and ta 
this or any future Congrefs of the United Colonies, 
or .Committee appointed thereby, within twenty 
flays next .after fuch mufter being taken ; on faitupe 
jvhereof, the commifilary fo oftending, ftiall be dif- 
^harged from the fervice. 

- Art. 58. Every officer who (hall lie convidted 
befpre a general court-martial of having (igned % 
falfe certificate, relating to the fibfence of either 
officers, non-comctiiffioned officer, or private foldier,,^ 
(hall be cafhiered. 

» • • • ' ' 

Art. 59* Every officer wha (hall knowingly 

make a falfe mufter of man or horfe, and every of- 
ficer or commifiary, who (hall willingly fign, direct, 

6 or 
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•r iilbw (be fignfai^ of the mufteNroIfe^ trherenf 
ii|€h falfe mufter ts ponuined,* iljalli upon proof 
made thercgf, by two withefles^ before a general 
court-mtrtial be caKhiered, and moreover forfeit all 
f^cb pay as na:y be doe to him at the ume of con^ 
▼idtion for fuch offence. 

Jtrt. 60. *Any commiiTary who (hall be convided 
of having taken any gif^ or gratuity* on themu-- 
ftering any regiment, troop of company, or qn th^ 
figning the mufter rdlls, {hati. be difplaced from hit 
Omce, and forfeit his pay as in the preceding article^ 

jirf. 61. Any oiEcer who (hall prefome to inn^ 
(t^r any perfon as a foldier^ who is at other tioiea 
accuflomedto ^vear a livery, dr v|rbo does not adu^ 
ally do his duty as a foldier, fliali be deemod guilty 
o( having made a falfe muile^, and iball fuffer ac^ 
tordingly. 

^f. 6i.BvcTy officer who /hall knowmgly iAak« 
a fdfe return to the commander in chief of thaf 
^inerican forces; or to aiiy hia fuperiof oflker, ao^ 
th^fiied tocattfor fuch returns, of the Aate of tbaf 
feg^tntitxaopi indepdndcttt company , dor gairifon^ 
itddor W comntarot, or of arma^ Mmrntin^ny 
cloathing or other flonea therieuiito belongings (bsdlU 
by a court-martial, be cashiered. 

t Aft. 63. Tbc» eomitianding oSoer df CVery iegir^ 
OKrnt^ troQpi independent comptny, or garriron, id: 
the fertile afortii^d^ fhaU, in tbi beginning of erery 
month remit to the cx^itinfiaiKier » chief of iaid 
forces an exa£l return of the ftate.of thd jregimeot, 
troop, independent company, or garrifon under hiB 
command,^ fpecifying the names of the officers not 
fliien refidiftg at their pofts, add thereafon for^ and 
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{(ime-of their abfcncc; Whoever fhall be, convive j 
iQf having, through negleft or defign, omitted ths. 
fending fuch returns, (hall be puniihed according 
to the nature of his crime by the judgment of a ge«* 
peral court-martial. 

Art. 64. No futtler fhall be permitted to feU 
any kind of liquors or vi€tua]$^ or to keep their 
boufes Or {hops open, for the entertainment of 
fcldiers, after nine at night, or before the beating 
/^f the reveilles, or upon S^&days, during divine* 
^rvice or fbrmon, on the penalty of being difmi£kd 
l^om all future futtling. 

'Art. 65. All officers commanding in the camp, 
or in any forts, barracks, or garrifons, arc hereby re- 
duired to fee that the perions permitted to futtle«^ 
4iall fupply the foldiers with good and wholefpme^ 
provifions at a reafonable price^ as they fliall be 
^fwerable for their neglcS. 

Art. 66. No crfficers commanding in any camp, 
garrifons, forts or barracks, (ball either themfetves 
exa£t exorbitant prices for houfes or ftalls, let t)ut* 
to futtlers, or fhall connive at the like exadions ia 
Others, son lay «>y dtitf or ioipofitions upop^ or be 
interefled in the fale of fuch viduais, Uqciors, or 
other necefiaries of life, vyhich ane brought ii^ta 
the camp, garrifon, fort, or barracks, for the ufe of 
tfie fokliers, on |:he penalty pf being difcbargss^ 
from the (ervice. , 

, - Art. by. That the General, or Commander in 
01^ief for the time bein^, fhall have full power of 

pardoning 
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pardoning, or mitigating any of the puniflimcntf 
ordered to be inflidrcd, for any of the offences men- 
tioned in the foregoing articles ; and every offen- 
der convidled as aibrefaid^ by any regimental court- 
martial, may be pardoned, or have his punifliment 
mitigated by the Colonel, of officer <;ommanding 
the regiment. 

Art. 68. When any commiffioned officer (hall 
happen to die, or be killed in the fervice of the' 
United Colonies, the Major of the regiment, or the 
officer doing the Major's duty in his abfence,' {hail- 
immediately fecure all his effedts, or equipage then 
in camp or quarters ; and fhall before the next re- 
gimental court-martial, make an inventory theieof, 
and forthwith tranfmit to the office of the Secretary 
of the Congrefs, or Aflembly of the province, in 
^hich the corps'is {Rationed, or (hall happen to be 
at the time of the death of fuch officer ; to the 
end, that his executors may, after payment of bi& 
debts in quarters, and interment, receive the over-^ 
plus, if any ^e, to his or their ufe. 



Arti 69. When any non-cbmmiffioned officer or 
private foldier fhall happen to die, or be Jcilled in the 
fervice of the United Colonies, ' the then com- 
manding officer of the troop or company, fhall, in 
the prefcnce of tv^o other commiffibnfed officers,^ 
take an account of whatever effeds he dies pofTefTed 
of, and tranfmit the fame, as in the cafe above pro- 
vided 
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'Vidcd for, in order that the fame may be jTccured 
for^ and paid to their refpc6ive reprcfcntatives.* 

" • • • 

. Va C O N GR ESS, Novimher 7, 1775; 

Refohuedj That the following addition^ and alterations of 
amendments, be made in the RULES and REGULATIONS 
of the Continental Army, viz. 

1. All perfons convifted of holding a treacherous correfpon- 
dence with, or. giving intelligence to the enemy, fhall fuffe^ 
death, or fuch other puoilhment as a general cburt-martial 
ihall think proper. 

2. All commiifioned officers found guilty by a general court* 
martial of any fraud cr embezzlement, (hall forfeit all his pay^ 
be ipfofa^o cafhired, and deemed unfit for farther fervice as an 
officer. 

3. All noft-commiflioned officers and foldiers convifted before 
a regimental court-martial of ftealing, embezzling or deftroyp 
ing ammunition, provifions, tools or any thing belonging to 
the public ilores, if a non-commiffioned officer, to be reduced 
to the ranks, aiid punifhed with wipping, not lefs thztififieifi^ 
nor more than thlriy-nini laihes, at the difcretion of the court- 
niartial ; if a private foldier, with the fame corporal puniihi* 
tnent. 

4* In all cafes where a commiffioned officer is caihiered for 
Cowardice or fraud, it be added in thfe puniihment, that the 
Crime, name, place of abode, and punifllment of the delinquent 
be publifhed in the News-papers, in and about the Camp, and 
of that Colony from which the offender came or ufually refidesS 
After which it fhall be deemed fcandalous in any officer to 
ailbciate with him. 

5. Any officer or foldier, who fhall begin, eiccite, caufe, or 
join in any mutiny or fedition in the regiment, troop, or com- 
pany to which he belongs, or in any other regiment, troop^ 
6r company of the continental forces, either by land or fea^ 
or in any party, poft, detachment, or guard, on any pretence 
whatfoever, fhall fuffer death or fuch other punifbment as a 
general court-martial fhall direft. 

* 6. Any officer or foldier who fhall defert to the enemy^ and 
afterwards be taken, fhall fuffer deatji, or fuch other punifh- 
thent as a general court-martial ihall dire(£l« 
" 7. Whiatfoever commiffioned of^cer fHill be found drunk on 
Ifis guard, party,' or other duty undef atos, fhall be cafhiered 
and drummed out of the army with infaWy^ aAy h6n-»»com- 
miffiortcd' officer or foldier, fbxjffending, ihall be fentiericed to 
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Ordmdy That Mr. Deanc, Mr. Cuftiln^ an^ 
Mr Hewcs, be a Committee to revife them for the 
prcfs, and t9rg<?t them printed. 

fcc. wkiptj^ not lefs than menty nor more thari ihihy^ntm la&eSy 
according to the nature of the offence. * 

8. Wh^tfpever oigcer or foldieK, placed as centinal, feall 
lie foiwA fleeping upon his poft, or fliall leave it before he*ihajl 
be regularly relieved, if a commiffioned officer, (hall^ be cafli- 
iered and drummed out of the army with infamy; if a non- 
miffion^4 pffic^r or foldier, (hall be fcntenced to be whipped; 
not lefs dian twenty nor more th^n thirtysnine laflies, according 
to the nature of the pffence. 

9. No officer or foldier fliall lie out of his quarters or camp^ 
without leave from the commanding officer of the regiment, 
upp?^ perialtv. if any pfficer, of being mulcted one month's 
pay for tKe^ftrft offence, ajid cafhiered for the fcconJ ; if a non- 
fcommtffioned officer or foldier, of being confined (even day§ 
on bread and water for Jhe firft offence, and the fame punish- 
ment and^ a forfeiture p.f a week's pay for the fecond . 

10. Whatfoever offi.ger or foldier fhall mifbehave himfelf 
"before the enemy, or (hamefully abandon any poft committe(J 
to his charge, pc (hall- fpeak- wprdf inducing others to do the 
like, fhall lufler deafti, 1 

11. All public (lores taken in the enemy^s camp or magazines^ 
whether of artillery, ammunition, cloathing, or provifions, 
^all be fecured for the ufe of the United Colonies. And al^ 
commiffioned officers found guilty by a general court-martial, 
of embezzling the fame, or any of them, (hall forfeit all his. 
pay, be if/of a^o ca(hiered, and deemed unfit for farther fervice 
as ail officer. And all non-commiffioned officers and foldiers,^ 
cpnvi^ed before a ^egitti^^tal. court-martial of ftealing or em- 
bezzling the fame, if a non-commiffioned officer, (hall be re-. 
4uced to. the ranks, and puni(hed with whippings, not lefs than; 
fifteen^ nor more than thirty-nim la(hes, at the difcretion of the. 
court- martial, if a private foldier, with the fame puni(hment. 

X2, If any officer of fojdier (hall leave his poft or colours, in 
time of an engagement, to go in fearcb of plunder, he (haU^ 
if a commiffioned officer be ca(hiered and drummed out of the! 
zj^Y with iaf^my^,. and forfeit all (hare of plunder ; if a non- 
cpmmiffipned officer or foldier, be whipped, not le(s thaa 
twenty^ nor more th^ntbirty^mnn lafhes, accordmg to the nature 
of the offence^ and forfeit all ihare of plunder uken from the- 
enemy. 

13, Every 
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, RefoheJy That the Coqgrefs will on Monday 
next refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole, 
to confider^the trade of thcfe Colonies. 

13. Every oflScer commanding a regiment, troop, or company^ 
ihall, upon notice given to him by the commiffary of the 
mufters, or from cnie of his deputies, afliemble the regimen t^ 
troop, or con^any under his comin^nd, in the next convenient 
place for their being itiufterpd, on penalty of his being caflijeredj 
and muIiSledof hi^ pay. 

14. At evefsy-mufter, the c<Mnman4ing ofic^ bf each re- 
giment, troop, or company, there prefent, fliall give to the 
commiilary of mufters certificates, figned by himfelf, fignifying 
how lonor fuch officers, non-commiffioned officers, and foldiers. 
who fball not appear at the &id lAxifter, have been abfent, and 
the reafon of their abfence, which reafons and the time of 
abfence, ihall be inferted in the mufter rolls, oppofite to the 
names of fuch abfentces: And the furgeons or therr* mates, 
ftall at thie fame time give to the Co;nmiiIary of intiftf rs a cer- 
certificate (igned by them, fig-nifying the ftate of health or fick- 
liefs of thofe under their care, and the faid certificates (hall, to- 
gether with the mufter rolls, be by the faid Comftiiffary tranf- 
mitted to the General, and to this or any future Congrefs 6f 
the United Colonies or Comfnittee appoinnted (hereby, within 
twenty day« next after fuch mufter being t«ken, on failure 
whereof, the ' Commiffary fo offending, mall bfe difchargei 
from the fervice. ■ * • . . . , 

15. Every officer, who Aall te convifted, befcMrc general 
dourt-martiai, of having fignisd ^ falfe certiikate relating to 
tlie abfence of either officer, non-commiiiioned officer, or pri» 
Vate foldier ; and every Surgeon or* ^ate convitfted o(f figning 
a falfe certificate, relating to the tieahh or- fickiiefs Of thofe 
under his care, ihall be cafhiered* 

^ 16 All officers, and foJdiers w^o fliall wilfully, or through 
negligence, difobey any general or fpecial orders, fliall be 
punimed at the-difcretionof a-regifriental court-martial, where 
the offence is againft a regimental order, and at the difcretioa 
of a general court-martial, where- the offence is againft an order 
given from the commander in chief, or the commanding of- 
hcer of any "detachment or poft, and fuch general court-martiat 
can be had. 

ff 

0^2 A num- 
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A number of letters and fpeechcs from the 
Stockbridge Indians were laid before the Congrefs" 
and read. 

Refohed^ That the Committee for Indian affairs, 
do prepare proper talks to the feveral tribes of In- 
dians, for engaging the continuance of their friend- 
ftjip tQ us, and neutrality in our prefent unhappy 
difpute with Great-Britain. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock^ 



S A T y R D A y, July i, 1775, 

Met according to adjournment. 

On motion made, Refohed^ That in cafe any 
agent of the miniftry flhall induce the Indian tribes,' 
or any of them, to commit kdual hpftilities againft 
thefe colonies, or to enter into an offenfive alliance 
with the Britift) troops, thereupon the colonies ought 
to avail themfelves of an alliance with fuch Indian 
-fiations as will enter into the fame, to oppofe fuch 
Britifh troops and their Indian allies. 

Letters being received by exprefs from General 
Schuyler, which required an immediate anfwer, 
, were laid before Congrefs, and after due delibera- 
tion, an anfwer was returned. ^ 

On motion made, Refohedy That Lieutenant 
Patrick Moncrief have liberty to return to England, 
on giving his parole of honour, that he will not adt 
againft the Americans in the prefent controverfy 
between Great-Britain and thefe Colonies. 

Adjourned till Monday at 9 o'clock. . . 



MON- 
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MONDAY, July 3, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Sundry letters being laid before the Congrefs, wer« 
read. 

' Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congrefs 
refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, to 
confider the trade of thefe colonies, and after fome. 
time, the Prefident re&mcd the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported a refolution they had come to* 

The refolution of the committee being read, 
was at the defire of the colony of Sou jh- Carolina; 
referred for farther confideration till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till tQ; mot row at 9 o'clock. 



TUESDAY, July 4, 1775- 

Met according to adjournment. 

The report from the committee of the whole, 
being refumed and debated, was agreed to asfpUows : 

Rejolvedj That two ads paffed in the firft feffion 
of the prefent Parliament, the one entitled, ** An 
Ad: fo reftrain the trade and commerce of the pro- 
vince of MaflachufettVBay and New-Hamp&ire, 
and colonies of Connedicut and Rhodc-Ifland^ and 
Providence Plantation, in North- America, to Great- 
Britain, Ireland and the Britiih Iflands in the Weft- 
Indies J and to prohibit fuch Provinces and Colo- 
nies from carrying on any filhery on the Banks of 
Newfoundland, or other places therein mentioned, 

under 
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under certain conditions and limitations/' The 
other entitled, ^* An A<St to reftrain the trade and 
commerce of the cpJonics of New- Jcrfcy, Pennfyl- 
vania, Maryland, Virginia and South- Carolina, to 
Great-Britain, Ireland and the Britifli Iflands in the 
Weft Indies, under certain conditions and limita*- 
tl6ns>" are unconflitutional, oppreflivc and cruel ; 
and that the commercial oppofition of thefe colo- 
nies, to certain, acts enumerated in the Ailbcfation 
of thekACongrcft, ought to bcaiade againft thcfc^ 
ilntil they are repealed. 

Ordered, That the above be imoiediately pub- 
lifhed. 

f The petition to the King bemg' again read, after 
£Hne debate, the further confideration of it was de^ 
ferred till to-morrow. 

Adjourned tilV to-morrow atp o'clock. ■ 



W 



EDNE.SDAY, July 5, 1775. 



Met according to adjournment. 

Several letters were laid beforie the Coiigrdfs aind^ 
rdfed. ' • 

' it appearing that Gioveroor Philip Skeae andMr^ 
Lund^ have defigns inimtcal to Afnerica, 
5 Ordered, That it be recommended to the Dcle-^ 
gates of the -cofony of Pennfylvania, to h&v« ttie 
order of Coagrcfs of the 27th of June laft, reipedt-* 
ing the fending Governor Skene 10 Connedticut, 
immediately carritd into execution. 
• Refoh^j Thftt Mr. Lundy be fent u«<ier guard 
along witli Governor Skene to ConncSicut, there 
to be confined in the fame manner as is ordered with 
rcfpcS to Governor Skene. 
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Refohedy That fuch provifion be made for the 
fupport of Governor Skene and Mr. Lundy, jg^s 
Governor Trumbull (hall think proper, at the ci- 
jpence of the United Colonies. ^ 

Ordered, Thsit the Prefident write to Governor 
TrumbuHon this fubje<3:, and enclofe him the 
above orders and refolves. 

' The Coftgrefs then refumed the confideration of 
the petition to the King, and the fame being de* 
bated by paragraphs^ v/zs agreed to, and ordered to 
be engrofled. 

Adjourned till to«morrow at 9 o'clock « 



THURSDAY, July 6, 1775* 



Met accordii^ to adjournment. 

The Congrefs took into confideration the addreis^ 
to the inhabitants of Gr^at-Britain, and after fome 
cl^t&) the iame was re^commicted. 

The c(»nmittee to whom the declaration was re» 
comoked brought in the fame, wlbich being again 
r^d and debated by paragraj^s^ wae agreed to $» 
ibikwi: 
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... ! , V . . 

A DECLARATION by the REPRESfiMTATiVEfi 
of the United Colonies of Norths America^ now 
met in Congrejs^ at Philadelphia^ fet ting forth the 
caufes and nec^ty of their taking up Arms. 

If it was poflible for men, who exercife their 
Teafon to believe, that the Divine Author of our 
exigence, intended a part of the human race to hold 
an abfolute property in^ and an unbounded power 
over othcjfs, marked out by his infinite goodnefs 
and wi(dom, as the objecSs of a legal domination 
never rightfully refiflable, however fevere and op- 
preflive, the inhabitants of thefe colonies might at 
leaft require from the Parliament of Great-Britaia 
fcm^ .evidence, jthat this dreadful* authority over 
them has been granted to that body. But a reve- 
rence for our great Creator, principles of humanity, 
and the dictates of common fenfe, *muft cqnvince 
all thofe vfho refled upon the fubjedt, that govern- 
ment was iollituted to promote the welfare of mian* 
kind, and ought to be admioiftered for the ;tttaii>« 
Hient of that end. The legiflature of Great-Bri- i 

t^io, however, ftimulated by an inordinate paflioa 
for 9 power not only unjuftifiable, but which .they 
know to be peculiarly reprobated by the vefy cop-« 
flitution of that kingdom, and defperate of fuccefs 
in any mode of conteft, where ircgard (hould be had 
to truth, law or right, have at length, deferting 
thofe, attempted to e£Fed: their cruel and impolitic 
purpofe of cnflaving thefe colonies by violence, and 
have thereby rendered it neceflary for us to clofe 
with , their hft appeal, from Reafon to Arms. 
' ■ ■ Yet, however blinded that aflembly may 
be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited 
6 doaii«» 
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domlnailoni fb to flight juftice and theftpihion of 
tnankind, we efteem ourfelves bound by obliga^ 
.tions of refpedt to the reft of the world, to niake 
tnown the juftice of our cailfe* 

Our forefathers, inhabitants of th^ ifland of 
^Great-Britain, left their native landj to feek on 
thefc fliorcs a refidence for civil and religious 
.freedom. At the expcnce of their blopd, at the 
hazard of their fortunes^ without the leaft charge 
to the country from which they removed, by un*- 
ceafing labour and an unconquerable fpiirit^ they 
cfFeded Settlements in the diftantand inbofpitable 
.wilds of Anmerica, then filled vtrith nUoierous and 
warlike nations of barbarianSi^^ocietics of go- 
vernments, veiled with perfed legifktufcs, were 
formed under charters froa^ the im^own, and an 
.harmonious intercourfe was eftablifli^d; betweea 
the colonies and the kingolom froni which they 
derived their origin* The mutual benefits of this 
union became in a fhort tinie fo extraordinary, as 
to excite aftonifhment. It isf ilniverfallyconfefTed^ 
that the amassing incrcafe of the wealth, ftrength 
and navigation of the realm^ arofe from this 
fource ; and the miniftcr,' who fo wifely and fao 
.cefsfully directed the nMafures of Great-Britaitt 
in- tlie late war, publicly declared/ that thefc co*- 
ionics -enabled her to triumph over her 'enemies*-*-* 
Towards the conclufion of that war, it pleafed 
our Sovereign to make a change in his counfels*— *- 
From that fatal moment, the affairs of the Bri* 
ti(h empire began to fall into confufioii, and gra- 
dually Hiding from the fummit of glorious prof*- 
pcrity, to which they had been advanced by the 
virtues and abilities of one man, are at length dif- 
tradted by the convulfions, that now (hake it to its 

■ R • dccpeft 



■4 



( 122 ) 

4Jccpeft foondations.-^Thc new miniftry finding 
the -brave foes of Britain, though frequently de- 
feated, yet ftill contending, took up the unfor- 
tunate idea of grainting them a hafty peace, and 
\>f then fubduiiig her faithful friends. 
• Thefe devoted colonies were judged to be iti 
fach a ilate, as to pYefent vi<3:ories without blood- 
ihedy and all the eafy emoluments of ftatuteable 
plunder,— The uninterrupted tenor of their peace- 
-able and refpcdlful behaviour from the beginning 
of colom^Gtibn, their dutiful, zealous and ufeful 
fervices during the war, tho' fo recently and am- 
•ply acknowledged, in the moft honourable manner 
by his'Majefty, by the late King, and by Parlia- 
tncntj Gdttid tiot fev^ them from the meditated 
innovationSi-i— -Parliament was influenced to adopt 
the pernicious proje(S>' knd afluming a new power 
over them; have in the courfe of eleven years, 
gii^n fach decifive fpeciftiens of the fpirit and 
4Confequences attending this power, as to leave no 
doubt concerning the'teflfedts of actjuiefcence un- 
der it. They have undertaken to give and grant 
JouF nioney 'without our confent, though we have 
ewer exeifcifed an exclufive right to difpofe of 
©ur own property; ftatutes have been paiTed for 
extending th^ jurifdiftion of courts of Admin Ity 
•and Vice Alkhirahy- beyond their ancient limits; 
for dcprivtfftg us of the accuftomed and in- 
«ftimable privilege of trial by jury in cafes 
-ftffefting both life and property ; for ful^end- 
-ing the legiflature of one of the colonies; 
for iotcrdi&ing all conimerce to the capital 
of another ; and for altering, fundamentally the 
fotm of government eftablifhed by charter, and 
fecured by aifts of its own legiflaturefolcmnly 

confirmed 
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confirtned by the crown j for exempting the 
^* murderers of colonics from legal trial, and in 
cfFe<3, from puniftimcnt ; for ereding in a neigh- 
bouring province, acquired by the joint arms of 
Great-Britain and America, a defpotifm dange* 
reus to our very exiftence ; and for quartering fol-» 
diers upon the coloniils in time of profound peace. 
It has alfo been refolved in parliament, that co-* 
lonlfts charged with committing certain offences, 
iball be tranfported to England to be tried. 
. But why fhould we enumerate our injuries in 
detail ? By oneilatute it is declared, that parlia^ 
mept can " of right make laws to bind us in all 
cajef nvkatfQevery What is to defend us againft 
fo enormous, fo unlimited a power ? Not a fin*, 
gle man of thofe who afliime it, is chofen by us j 
oris fubjoft to our controul or influence; but oa 
the contrary, they are all of them exempt fron» 
the operation of fuch laws, and an American 
revenue, if not diverted from the oftenfible pi*r* 
pofes for which it is raifed, would adtually Ifghtett 
their own burdens in proportion, as they increafo 
purs. We faw the mifery to which fuch defpo-^ 
lifm would reduce us^ We for ten years inceA 
fantlyand incfFed:ually befieged the Throne as 
fupplicantsfc; we reafoned, we remondrated witb 
parliamcnt^in the moft mild and decent language^ 
Adnjiiiiftration, fenfible that we (hould regard 
thefe oppreffivc meafures as freemen ought to do,- 
fent over fleets ^nd armies to enforce them. The 
indignation of the Americans was roufed, it is 
true; but it was the indignation of a virtuous, loya) 
^nd affcftionatc people. A Congrefs of Dele- 
gates from the united colonies was aflembled at 
Philadelphia, on the fifth day of l?tft September. 

Ra We 
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We refdlved again to offer an humble and dutiful- 
petition to the King, aad alfo addrefled our fel-* 
low fubjeds of Great-Britain. We have purfued 
every temperate, every refpeftfal mcafure, we 
have even proceeded to break .off our commercial 
intercourle with our fellow fubjedts, as the laft 
peaceble admonition, 'that our attachment to no 
nation upon earth fliould fupplant our attach* 
ment 'to liberty. — This, we Mattered ourfelve% 
was the ultimate ftep of the controversy : But* 
fubfequ^nt events have ihewn, how vain was this 
hope of finding moderation in our enemies.' 

Several threatening expreflions againft the Co- 
lonies were inferted in his Majefty's Speech 5 our 
petition, though we were told it was a decent one, 
that his Majefty had been pleafed to receive it gra* 
cioufly, and to promife laying it before his Par- 
liament, was huddled into both houfes among a 
. bundle of American papers, and there negle€ted* 
The Lo:ds and Commons in their addrefs, in tha 
month of February, faid, •* that a rebdlion at 
that time adually exifted within the province of 
Maffachofett's-Bay ; and that thole concerned in' 
it, had been countenanced and encouraged by ^ 

vmlawful combinations and engagements, entered 
into by his Majefty's Xubjefts in feveral of the 
Other Colonies; and the^-efore they befought hi$. 
Majefty, that he would take the moft etfedlual 
meafuies to inforce due obedience to the laws and 
authority of the fupreme legiflature."-r-Soon after, 
the commercial intercourfe of whole Colonies, 
with foreign countries, and with each other, was 
cut off by an adt of Parliament ; by another, 
feveral of them were entirely prohibited from 
the filhcries in the feas ' near their^ coafts, 
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^rt which they always depended for their 
fuftenance ; and large reinforcements of (hips and 
troops were immediately fent over to General 
Gage. 

• Fruitlefs were all the intreaties, argumentf?, and 
eloquence of an ilhiftrioiis band of the moft diftin- 
guifhed Peers and Comniioners, who nobly and 
ftrenuoufly aflerted the juftice of our caufe, to 
ftay; or even to mitigate the hecdlefs fury with 
which thefe accumulated and unexampled out- 
rages were hurried on. — Equally fruitlefs wras the 
int:^rjference of the city of London, of Briftol, and 
many other relpe<3:able towns in our favour. Par- 
Hameot adopted an inlidious manoeuvre calculated 
to divide us, tocftablifli a perpetual auftion of tax- 
ations where 'Cb!ony fliould bid againft Colony, 
all of them uninformed what ranfom would re- 
deem their lives, and thus to extort from us, at 
the point of the bayonet, the unknown fums that 
fhould be fufficient to gratify, if poffible to grati- 
fy, minifterial rapacity, with the milerable in- 
dulgenfce left to us of raifing, in our own mode, 
the prefcribed tribute. What terms more rigid 
and humilating could have been did:ated by re- 
morfelefs vidlors to conquered enemies ? In our 
circumftances, to accept them, would be to deferve 
them. 

Soon after th« intelligence of thefe proceedings 
arrived on this continent. General Gage, who in 
the courfe of the laft year, had taken poiTeflion of 
the^ town of Bofton, in the • province of Mafla- 
chufctt's-Bay, and ftill occupied it as a garrifon, 
oit the^jpthday of April, fent out from thit place 
a large detachment of his army, who made an 
unprovoked alTault on the inhabitants of the (aid 
provinqe, at the town of Lexington^ as appears by 
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the affidavits of a great number of pcribnis, fome 
€^f whom were officers and foldiers of that dc-» 
tachment^ murdered eight of the inhabitants, and 
ivounded many others. From thence the troop$ 
proceeded In warlike array to the town of Con- 
cord, where they fet upon another party of the 
inhabitants of the fame province, killing fevcral, 
and wounding more, until compelled to retreat by 
the country people fpddenly affembled to repel 
this cruel aggreflion^ Hpftiiities, thus comn^enced 
by the Britifli troops, have been fince profecuted 
by them without regard to faith or r^ut9ti#n.— * 
The inhabitants of BoAon being ^nfi|tcd witfaiii; 
that town by the Qeneral their GovcrnoTj^ an4^ 
bailing, in order to procure their diftniflion, enm 
tered into a treaty with him, it was ftipulated thae 
the iaid inhabitants having depofited their arma 
with their own magift rates, fhould hjjvc liberty tor 
<Jepart, taking with theta their other efFe<J^s. They 
accordingly delivered up their arms^^ but in opctt 
violation of honour, in defiance of the obligation 
of treaties, which: even favagc nations efteemed 
facrcd, the Governor ordered the arms depoiited as 
gforefaid, that they might be prefcrvcd fofr thcip 
owners, to be fei^jed by a body of foldiers ; dc-y 
tained the greateft part of the inhabitants in th^^ 
town, and compelled the few who were permitted 
to retire, to leave their moft valuj^ble cfFeds^ 
behind, , 

By this perfidy, wives are fcparated from tbein 
bufbands, children from their parents, the aged 
and the fick from their relations and friends, wha 
wifh to attend and .comfort them j and thofe wha 
have been ufed to Jive in plenty, and even ele* 
gance, 3r§ rctiHCed to deplorable diftrcfs. 
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The Gtncral further emulating hi« minifteri^ 
tnafters, by a proclamation bearing date on tht; 
12th day pf June, after venting the grofleft faffe-* 
boofds, and calumnies againft the good people of 
thcfe Colonies, proceeds to " declare them aik 
'• either by name or dcfcription, to be rebels and 
** traitors^ to fuperfede the courfe of the com-i 
•* mc)tn la\^, and inflead thereof to publiQi and 
** order the ufe and cxercife of the law martial.^ 
His troops have biltchered our countr3rmen ; ha!v^ 
wantonly burnt Charleftown, befides a confiderf 
able ftumbcr of houfe? in other places ; our (hips 
and vcffds are feized; the ncceffary fupplies of 
provifions are intercepted, and he is exerting his 
iitmoft power to fpread deftrudtiori and deveftatioii 
arcfuhd him. ' ' ' ; 

We have received certain intelligence, that Ge^ 
oeral Cai'leton, the governor of Canada, is inftiga; 
ling the people of that province and the Indians 
to fall upon usy and we have but too much rea- 
Ibn to apprehend, that fchemes haye been formed 
to excite domeftic enemies againft usv In brief, 
a part of thefe Colonies ijow feel, and all of theni 
are fiirc of feeling, as far as the vengeance of ad- 
mihiftratxon can inflidl them, the complicated caA 
lamities of fire, fwofd, and famine.— ^ We are re-i 
duced ta the alternative of chufing an uncortdi- 
tional fub'miffion to the tyranny of irritated' nii^ 
nifters, or refiftarice by force, — :The latter is our 
choicc.'i^We have counted the coft of this con- 
left, and? find' nothing fo dreadful as voluntary 
llavery.— *Hbnor, juftice, and humanity forbid us 
tam^^ly to furrcnder that freedom which we re* 
ceived from our gallant anceftors, and whicjji our 
innocent pofterity have a right to receive from us,^ 
We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of refign- 
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ing fucceedlrig generations to that wr«chednei5i 
which inevitably awaits them, if we baiely entail 
hereditary bondage upon them. 

Our caufe is iult. Our union is perfeft. Our 
internal refource^ are great, and if neccflaryi 
foreign afliftance is undoubtedly attainable. ~Wc 
gratefully acknowledge^ as iignal inftancesof the 
Divine favour towards us, that his Providence 
would not permit us to be called into this fevere 
controverfy, until we were grown up to our pre- 
fent ftrength, had been previouily exercifed in 
warlike operations, and poffefled of the m^sans of 
defending ourselves. — With hearts fortified with 
thefe animating reflexions, we mofl folemnly, b6» 
fore God and the world declare, that, exerting 
the utmoft energy of thofe powers, which our 
bcneficient Creator hath gracioufly beftowed upon 
us, the arms we have been compelled by our 
enemies to aflume, we will, in defiance of every 
hazard, with unabating firmnefs and perfeverance^ 
employ for the prcfervation of our libprties, being 
with one mind rcfolved^ to die Freemea rather 
Vhan to live Slaves. 

Left this declaration fhould difquiet the minds 
pi our friends and fellow-fubjecfts iii any part of 
the empire, we aflure theni that we mean not 
to diflulve that Union which has fo long and 
fo happily fubfifted between us, and which we 
iincerely wifh to fee reflored,— — Neceffity has 
not yet driven us into that^ defpcratc meafurc, 
or induced us to excite any other nation'to 
war againft them.— —We have not railed ar- 
niies with ambitious defigns of feparating front 
.G cat-Britain, and eftablifliing independent flares, 
— ^Wc fight not for glory or for conqueft. We 
exhibit to mankind the remarkable'Xpedaclc of a 
people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without 

/ any 
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any imputation, or even fufpicion, of offence* 
They boaft of their privileges and civilization^ 
and yet offer no milder conditions than fervitude 
or death.— 

In our own native land, in defence of the free- 
domi that is our birth-right, and which we ever 
enjoyed till the late violation of it — ^for the pro- 
tection of our property, acquired folely by the 
honeft induftry of our fore-fathers and ourfelves, 
againf): violence adlually offered, we have takea 
ujp arms. We (hall lay them down when hofti- 
lities {hall ceafe on the part of the.aggreffors, and' 
all danger of their being renewed fliall be remov- 
ed, and not before. 

With an humble confidence in the mercies of 
the fupreme and impartial Judge and Ruler of 
the Univerfe, we moft devotly implore hi§ divine 
goodnefs to protedt us happily through this great 
conflidl, to difpofe our adverfaries to reconcilia- 
tion on reafonable terms, and thereby to relieve 
the empire ^from the calamities of civil war. 

On a motion made, RefoheJ, That a letter be 
prepared to the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Livery of the city of London, expreffing the thanks 
of this Congrefs, for their virtuous and fpirited 
oppofition to the oppreffivc and ruinous fyftem of 
Colony Adminiflration adoptc4 by the Britifh ML- 
niftry. 

* Ordered, That the Committee appointed to. 
draught an Addrefs to the people of Great-Bri- 
tain, do prepare this» . 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock^ 
iFRIDAY, July 7, 1775. 

Met accprdipg to adjournment. 

The Committee to whom the Addrefs to the 

people of Great- Britain wasre-committqd, brought 

in the fam^ which being again read and deba- 
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ted, the farther confideration thereof was dcftrred 
till to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 

SATURDAY^ July 8. 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The petition to the King being engrafledf was 
compared at the table and figned by the Members 
prefeat. 

. To the KINOES Moft Excellent MAJESTY. 
Moft gracious Sovereing^, 

WE your Majefty's faithful fubjeds of the Co- 
lonies of New-Hamp(hire, Maffachufett's-Bay, 
Rhode-Ifland, ^nd Providence Plantations, Con- 
nediicut, New-York^ J>Iew-Jerfey, Pennlylva- 
nia, the Counties of Kcw-Caftle, Kent and Suflex 
dfi Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North.-C^ro-. 
liiia, and South-Cardina, in behalf of ourfelves, 
and the inhabitants of thefe Colonies, who have 
deputed u^to' reprefcnt them in General Congrefs, 
entreat your Majefty's gracious attention to this 
our humble petition. 

^he uriiofn between our Mother Country and 
thefe Colonies, and the energy or mild and juft 
governmen^t, produced benefits fo reiAarkably 
impOTtant, ahd afforded fuch an affurance of 
their permanency^ and increafe, that the won:* 
der and envy of other nations were excited^ 
while they beheld Qreat-Britain rifiog to a pow- 
er the moft extraordinary, the world had ever- 
known. 

Her rivals^ obferving that there was ho pro- 
bability of this happy cohncftion being broken 
by civil difientions, and apprehendipg its futi;tre 
cffeds, if left any Jonger undifturbed, refolveid Xo 
prevent her receiving fuch continual apd' formi-^ 
dable acccSions of wealth and ftrength, by check- 
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kg the growth of* tliofe fcjtlempnts from whlcl^ 
they were to-, be derived. 

In the profecution of this attempt, events J(> 
unfavourable to the defign . took p^ace^ that every 
friend to the intereft of Great-Britaia and tbeia 
Cc^OBies; entertained picaiing and reaibnable ex- 
pe(5tations of feeing an additional fofceand exer^ 
iioa immediately given to the operations of the 
union hitherto experienced, by, an enlargement 
of the dominions of the crowii^ and the renioval j 
of ancient and warlike enemies to a greater dif^^' 
tance. 

At the conclufion thereof of the late, war, th«i 
moft glorious and advantageous that ever bad 
been carried on l^y Brititfi Arms^ your loyal co** 
Ipnifts, halving contributed to its fuccefsy bjf Aich 
repeated and {):renuous eacertionf> as frequently 
procured them the diftinguifhed approbation o£ 
your Majefty, of the late King,., and of Parlia- 
ment, doubted not^ but that they fhould be per-* 
riiitted, wijth the reft of tlxe empire, to (hare i» 
the blef&ng|S of peace^ and the emoliuoeiits o£ 
yidiory and conqueft,. - 

Waik thefe recent and' honourable acknow-> 
ledgements of their nicrits remained on recoFfl 
in ' the journals and a£t9 of that auguft legifla-^ 
ture, the Parliament, undefaced^ by the iag^ 
putation or even the fufpicion of any of* 
fence, they were alarmed by a new fyftem of 
ftatutcs and regulations adopted for the admi- 
niftration of ^e Colonies, that filled their minds 
with the moR painful fears and jealoufies ; and, 
to their inexprcflible aftonillime;it, perceived the- 
danger of a foreign quarrel quickly fuccecded by 
domeftic dangerf in their judgment of a more 
dreadful kind. 

S 2 Nor 
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Nor were thefc anxieties alleviated by any ten- 
dency in this fyftem to promote the welfare of 
their Mother Country. For though its efFeils 
Were more immediately felt by them, yet its in- 
fluence appeared to be injurious to the commerce 
and prefpcrity of Great Britain. 

We fhall decline the ungrateful tafk of defcrib- 
ing the irkfome variety of artifices, pradifed by 
many of your Majefty's minifters, the delufive 
pretences, fruitlefs terrors, and unavailing feveri- 
tics that have from time to time been dealt out by 
them, in their attempts to execute this impolitic 
plan, or of tracing through a fcries of years paft' 
the progrefs of the unhappy differences between 
Great Britain and thefe Colonies, that have flowed 
from this fatal fource. 

Your Majefty's minifters, perfevcring in their 
meafures, and proceeding to open hoftiiities for 
enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our 
own defence, and have engaged us in a contro-- 
verfy fo peculiarly abhorrent to the affedlions of 
your ftill faithful Colonifts, that when we confi- 
(der whom we muft.oppofe in this conteft, and if 
it continues, what may be the confequences, our 
own particular misfortunes are accounted by us. 
only as parts of our diftrefs. 

-Knowing to what violent refentments and in- 
curable animofities, civil difcords are apt to exaf- 
perate and inflame the contending parties, we 
think ourfelves required by indifpenfible obliga- 
tions to Almighty God, to your Majefty, to. our 
fellow-fubjecls, and to ourfelves, immediately to 
ufe allthe means in our power, not incompatible 
with our fafety, for flopping the further effufion 
of blood, and for averting the impending calami- 
ties that threaten the Britifti empire. 

Thus called upon to addrefs your Majefty on' 
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affairs offuch moment to America, and probably 
to all your dominions, we are earneftly defirou^, 
of performing this office, with the utmoft defe- 
rence for your Majefty ; and we therefore pray, 
that your Majefty's royal magnanimity and benevo- 
lence may make the moft favourable conftruc- 
tions of our expreffions on fo uncommon an oc- 
cafion. Could we reprefent, in their full force^ 
the fentimehts that agitate the minds of us your 
dutiful fubjeds, we are perfuaded, your .Majefty 
would afcribe any feeming deviation from reve-. 
rencc in our language, and even in our condudl, 
not to any reprehenfible intention, but to the, 
impbfiibility of reconciling the ufual appearances 
of refpefl: with a j lift attention to our own prefer*, 
yation againft thefe artful and cruel enemies, who 
abufe yoiir royai confidence* and authority, for th? 
purpofe of affedting our deftru6tion. 

Attached to your Majefty's perfon, family, and 
government, with all devotion that principle and 
afFedlion can infpire, connedlcd with Great Bri- 
tain by the ftrongeft ties that can unite focieties,^ 
and deploring every event that tends in any degree 
to Weaken them,^ we Solemnly aflure your Ma-; 
jefty, that we not only moft ardently defire the, 
former harmony between her and thefe Colonies 
may be reftored ; but that a concord may be cfta-. 
blifhed between them upon fo firm a bafis as tQ^ . 
perpetuate its bleflings uninterrupted by any fu- 
ture diflcntions to fucceeding generations in both , 
countries, and to tranfmit your Majefty's name to 
pofteriiy, adorned with that fignal and lafting 
glory, that has attended the memory of thofe. 
illuftrious perfonages, whofe virtues and abilities 
have extricated ftates from dangerous convulfipns, 
and, by fecuring happinefs to others, have erefted" 
the moft noble and durable monuments 'to their 
own fame. We 
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We beg kavc farther to affare your Majefty/ 
that notwithftanding the fufTerings of your loyaf 
Cotonifts, during the coorfe of this prcjfent con-' 
iroverfy, our breafts retain too tender a regard for. 
rile kingdom from which we derive our origin,^ 
to requeft fuch a reconciliation as might in any* 
manner be inconfiftent with her dignity or her 
Welfare. Thefe, related ag we are to her, honour] 
and duty, as well as inclination, induce us to fup- 
port and advance; and the apprehenfions, that* 
now opprcfs car hearts with unfpeakable grief,. 
being once rcnioved, your Majefty will find your 
j^ithful fubjeds on this cotrtinent ready and wil- 
Kng at all tinw«, as they have ever been, with 
their live^ and fortunes, to aflert and maintam'thc 
right* and intercfts of your Majelly, and of our 
Mother Country. 

We therefore befeech your Majefty, that your 
royal authority and influence may be gracioufly. 
iiiterpofed to procure us relief from our afflidting^ 
fears and jealoufies, occafioned by the fyftero be- 
fore-mentioned, and to fettle peace through every 
part of your dominions, with aU humility fubmit* 
ting to your Majefty 's wife confideratiori, whether- 
it may not be expedient for facilitating thofe hn- 
portant purpofes, that your Majefty be plcafed to 
diredl fome mode, by which the united applica^ 
tions of your faithful Colonifts to the Throne^ in 
purfixance of their Common Councils, may be im- 
proved into a happy and permanent reconcilia-^ 
tion; and that in the mean time meafures may 
be taken for preventing the further deftruftion 
of the lives of your Majefty 's fubjedls ; and that 
fuch ftatutes as more im'mediately diftrefs any of 
your Majefty 's Colonies, txiay be repealed. 

For by fuch arrangements as your Majefty's 
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v/lCdom c w form for collecting the xirntcd fenk of 
your Atxi&nczn pj^ophf we are convinced, yQur 
Majefty \youUi receive fuch fatisfaiftory proofs of 
the difpofition of the Colonifts towards their fo^ 
Ycreign and the jMirent Jftatc, that the wiflied for 
opportunity would foon be reftored to them, of 
^vmcinj^ the iincerity of their profeffions, by ever/ 
t^ftimohy of devotion becoming the moft dutifi^ 
fabj.e<5s, and the moft afFedionate Colonifts, 

That ypur Majefty may enjoy a long ajid prof^ 
perou3 reign, and th$t your defcendant? may go-, 
vcrn yo»r dominions, with honor to themfelves 
andhappinjefs to their fubjefls, is onr fincere prayer. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a letter to 
the Lord -mayor, &c. reported the. famej which 

w^s read. 

On motion, Refohedy That th? fame Commit- 
tee prepare a letter to Richard Penn, Efq. and the 
Colonj Agents, by name, in England. 

The Congrefs then refumed the conlideratioa 
of the addreis to the inhabitants of Great-Britain, 
which being debated by paragraphs, was agreed 
to as follows : 

The Twelve United Colonies by their Delegates 
in Congrefs, to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain* 

Friends, Countrymen, and Brethren ! 
, BY thefe, and e^ery other appellation, thaf 
may defignate the ties, which bind US tp each 
other, we entreat your ferious a^ttention to this 
our fecpnd attempt to prevent their diffolution; 
Remembrance of former friendftiips, pride in the 
glorious atchievements of our common anccftors and 
affedtion for the heirs of their virtues, have hi- 
therto prjefervedour mutual connedion; but wheA 
that friendihip is violated^by the grofteft injuries;^ 
when the pride of anceftry become^ our reproach, 
and we are no otherwife allied than as tyrapts And 
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flaves ; when reduced to the melancholy alterna- 
tive of renouncing your favor, or our Freedom ; 
can we hefitate about the choice ? Let the fpirit 
of Britons determine. 

In a former Addrefs, we aflcrtcd our Rights 
and ftated the injuries we had then received^ 
We hoped, that the mention of our wrongs 
would have roufed that honeft indignation, which 
has flept too long for your honour, or the wel- 
fare of the empire. But we have not been per- 
mitted to entertain this pleating expeflation^ 
Every day brought an accumulation of injuries, 
and the invention of the miniftry has been con- 
ftantly cxercifed, in adding to the calamities of 
your American Brethren. 

After the moft valuable right of legiflation was 
infringed; when the powers affumed by your 
parliament, in which we are not reprefentcd, and 
from our local arid other circumftances cannot 
properly be reprefented, rendered our property 
precarious ; after being denied that mode ,of trial, 
to which we have long been indebted for thefafety 
t>f our Perfons and the prefervation of our Liber- 
lies ; after being in many inftances divefted of thofe 
laws, which were tranfmitted to US by our com- 
mon Anceftors, and fubjected to an arbitrary code, 
compiled under the aufpices of Roman tyrants ; 
after thbfe charters, which encouraged our prede- 
ceffors to brave death and danger in every (bape, 
on unknown feas, in defarts unexplored, amidft 
barbarous and inhofpitable nations, were annuled ; 
when, without the form of trial, without a pub- 
lic accufation, whole colonies were condemned j 
their trade deftroyed, their inhabitants impove- 
riflied ; vi^hen foldiers were encouraged to 
embrue their hands in the blood of Americans, 
by offers of impunity 5 when new modes of 
' trial 
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trial were inftituted for the ruin of the accufed^ 
where the charge carried with it the horrors of con-, 
yiaion ; when a defpotic government was eftablifti- 
ed in a neighbouring province, ^and its limits ex- 
tended to every of our frontiers; we little imagined 
that any thing could be added to this . black cata- 
logue of unprovoked injuries t but we have unhap- 
pily beep deceived ; and the late m^afurcs of the 
Britilli. miniftry fully convince us, that their objed:- 
is the reduction of thefe colonies to ilavery and ruin* 

To cbn6rm this aflertion, let us recall your atten-- 
tion to the affairs of America, fince our laft addrels. 
Let us combat the calumnies of our enemies; and 
let us warn you of the dangers that threaten you, in. 
our deftrudion. Many of your fellow (ubjefts, 
whofe lituation deprived them of other fupport, 
drew their maintenance from the fea ; but the de- 
privation of our Liberty being infufiicient to fatisfy 
the refentment of our enemies, the horrors of fa- 
mine were fuperadded, and a Britifh Parliament, 
who, in better times, were the protedlors of inno- 
cence and the patrons of humanity, have, without 
diftindlion of age or fex, robbed thoulands of the 
food, which they were accuftomcd to draw from 
that inexhauftible fource, placed in their neighbour- 
hood by. the benevolent Creator. 

Another ait of your legiflature (huts our ports 
and prohibits our trade with any but thofe States, 
from whom the great law of felf-prefervation ren- 
ders it abfolutely neceflary we (hould at prefcnt 
withold our commercCv But this adl (whatever 
may have been its defign) we confider rather as in* 
jurious to your opulence, than our intereft. All 
our commerce terminates with vou; and the wealtl^^ 
we procure from other nations is foon exchanged 
for your fuperfluities. Our remittances muft then 
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ccafe with our trade ; and obr refiftemcntswidi out 
affluence. We truft however, that laws, which 
deprive us of every bleffing, but a foil that teem* 
with th# nccefTarieS of life, and that liberty which 
renders the enjoyment of them fecure, will not re- 
lax our vigour in their defence. 

We might here obferve on the cruelty and incon- 
fiftency of thofe, who while they publicly brand ui 
with reproachful and unworthy epithets, endea- 
vour to deprive ui of the means of defence, by their 
interpofition with foreign powers, and to deliver us 
to the lawlcfs ravages of a mercilefs foldiery. But 
happily we are not without refources ; and though 
the timid and humiliating applications of a Britilh 
miniftry fhould prevail with foreign nations, yet in- 
duftry, prompted by ncceffity, will not leave us 
without the neceflary fupplies. We could wifli ta 
go no further, and, not to wound the ear of huma- 
nity, leave untold thofe rigorous adls of opprefSon, 
which are daily excrcifed in the town of Bofton, did 
we not hope, that by 'difclaiming their deeds and 
punifhing the perpetrators, you would fliortly vin- 
dicate the honour of the Britifh name and rc-eftablifli 
the violated laws of juftiee. 

That once populous, fiourifhing and commercial 
town is now garrifoned by an army fent, not to 
proted:,'but to enflave its inhabitants. — The civil 
government is overturned, and a military defpotifm 
creded upon its ruins. Without law, without 
right, powers are aflbmed unknown to the confti- 
tution. Private property is unjuftly invaded. The 
inhabitants daily fubjeded to the liccntioufnefs of 
the foldiery, are forbid to remove indeiSance of 
their natural rights, in violation of the moft folcn^n 
compads. Or if, after long and wearifome fo- 
licitation, a pafs is procured, their cfFedts are de- 
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tained, and even thofe who are moft favoured, have 
no alternative but poverty or flavery. The djftrefs 
of many thoufand people, wantonly deprived of the 
ncceiFaries of life, is a fubjedt, on which we would 
not wifli to enlarge. 

Yet we cannot but obferve, that a Britifh fleet 
(unjuftified even by afts of your legifl^ture) are 
daily employed in ruining our commerce, feizing 
our (hips, and depriving whole communities of their 
daily bread. Nor will a regard for your honor per- 
mit us to be filent, while Britifli troops fully your 
glory, by adions, which the moft inveterate en- ' 
mity will not palliate among civilized nations ; the 
wanton and unneceffary deftrudionof Charleftown, 
a large^ ancient and once populous town, juft be- 
fore deferted by its inhabitants, who had fled to 
avoid the fury of your foldiery. 

If youftill retain thofe fentiments of compafliort, 
by which Britons have ever been diftingpifhed ; 
if the humanity, which tempered the valour of our 
commpn ancellors, has not degenerated into cruel- 
ty, you will lament the miferies of their defcendants. 
To what are we to attribute this treatment; If 
to any fecret principle of the conftitution, let it be 
mentioned; let us learn, that the government, we 
have long revered, is not without its defcds, and 
that while it gives freedom to a part, it necef- 

farily enflaves the remainder of the empire.— 

Iffuch a principle exifts ;- why for ages has it 
ceafed to operate ? Why at this time is it called into 
aftion r Can no reafpn be afligned for this condudt ? 
Or muft it be refolved into the wanton exercife of 
arbitrary power ? And {hall the defcendants of Bri- 
tons tamely fubmit to this ? — No, Sirs ! We ne- 
ver will, while we revere the memory of our gal- ^ 
lant and vircuous anceftors,. we never can furrendei 
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thofe glorious privileges, for which they fouglit,r 
bled, and conquered. Admit that your fleets could 
deftroy our towns, and ravage our fca-coafts ; thefb 
are inconfiderable objedls, things of no moment to 
men, whofe bofoms glow with the ardour of lir 
berty. We can retire beyond the reach of your 
navy, and without any fenfible diminution of the 
xiecefTaries of life, enjoy a luxury, which from that 
period you will want; THE LUXURY OF 
BEING FREE. 

We know the force of your arms, and was it 
called forth in the caufe of juftlce and your coun- 
try, we might dread the exertion ; but will Britons 
fight under the banners of tyranny ? Will they 
counteraft the labours, and difgrace the viftories of 
their anceftors? Will they forge chains for their 
pofterity ? If they defcend to this unworthy tafk, 
will their fwords retain their edge, their arms their 
accuftomed vigour ? Britons can never become the 
inftruments of oppreflion, till they lofe the fpirit of 
freedom, by which alone they are invincible. 

Our enemies charge us with fedition. In what 
does it conlift ? In our refufal to fubmit to unwar- 
rantable adts of injuflice and cruelty ? If fo, {hew 
us a period in your hiftory, in which you have not 
been equally feditious ? 

We are accufed of aiming at independence; but 
how is this accufation fupported ? By the allegations 
of your minifters, not by our adlions. Abufed, in- 
fulted, and contemned, what Aeps have we purfued 
. to obtain redrefs ? We have carried our dutiful pe- 
titions to the Throne. We have applied to jour 
juftice, for relief. We have retrenched our luxury, 
and with-held our trade. 

The advantages of our commerce were defigned 
as a compenfation for your protection : When you 
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ccafed to proteft, for what were we to compen- 
fate? 

What has been the Aiccefs of our endeavours ? 
The clemency of our fovereign is unhappily di- 
verted; our petitions are treated with indignity ; 
our prayersi anfwered by infuUs. Our application 
to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the melan- 
choly apprehenfion of your wanting either the wiD, 
or the power, to affift us. 

Even under thefe circUmftances, what meaiares 
have we taken that betray a de(ire of independence? 
Have we called in the aid of thofe foreign powers, 
who are the rivals of your grandeur ? When your 
.troops were few and defencelefs, did we take ad- 
vantage of their diftrefs, and expel them our towns ? 
Or have w^ permitted them to fortify, to receive 
new aid, and to acquire additional ftrength ? 

Let not your enemies and ours perfuadc you, that 
in this we are influenced by fear, or any other un- 
worthy motive. The lives of Britons are ftill dear 
to us. They are the children of our parents, and 
an uninterrupted intercourfe of mutual benefits had 
knit the bonds of friendftiip. When hoftilities were 
commenced, when on a late occafion we were 
wahtoniy attacked by your troops, though we re- 
pelled their aflaults, and returned their blows ; yet 
wc lamented the wounds they obliged us to give ; 
nor have we yet learned to rejoice at a victory over 
Engliflimen. 

As we wi(h not to colour our aftions, or difguife 
our thoughts ; we fhall, in the fimple language of 
truth, avow the mcafures we have purfued, the mo- 
tives upon which we have a(Sled, and our future de- 
figns. 

When our late petition to the throne produced 
no other efFcd than frefh ii^uries, and votes of your 
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legiflaturc, calculated to juftify every fcverity; when 
your fleets and your armies were prepared to wreft 
from us our property, to rob us of our liberties or 
our lives ; when the hoflile attempts of Gen. Gage 
evinced his defigns j we levied armies for our £ecu- 
fity and defence. When the powers veftcd in the 
governor of Canada, gave us reafon to apprehend 
danger from that quarter; and we had frrquent 
intimations that a cruel and favage enemy was to 
be let loofe upon the defencelefs inhabitants of our 
frontiers ; we took fuch meafures as prudence dic*- 
tated> as neccffity will juftify. We pofTefled our* 
ielves of Crown-Point and Ticondcroga. Yet 
^ive us leave moft folemnly to aflurc you, that we 
have not yet loft fight of the objed we have ever 
l^ad in view, a reconciliation with you on conftitu- 
lional principles, and a reftoration of that friendly 
jntercourfc, which, to the advantage of both, we 
-till lately maintained. 

• The inhabitants of this country apply them- 
fclves chiefly to agriculture and commerce. As 
their fafhions and manners are fimilar to yours, 
your markets muft afford them the conveniencics 
and luxuries, for which they exchange the pro- 
>ducc of their labours. The wealth of this exiend- 
cd continent centers with you ; and our trade is fo 
riegulated as to be fubfervient only to your intereft. 
You are too reafonable to expert, that by taxes 
(in addition to this) we {hould contribute to your 
expence, to believe after diverting the fountain that 
the ftreams can flow with unabated force. 

It has been faid, that we refufe to fubmit to the 
Teftriftions on our commerce. From whence is this 
inference drawn ? Not from our words, we having 
repeatedly declared the contrary j and we again 
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profefs our fubmiffion to the feveral aits of trad^ 
and navigation paffed before the year 1763, truft- 
ing, neverthelefs, in the equity and juftice of Ptir- 
liamenti that fuch of them as, upon cool and im-» 
partial <:onfideration,lliall appear to have impofed 
unneceflary or grievous reftri<5iions, will, at fomc 
happier period, be repealed or altered. . And we 
chearfuUy confent to the operation of fuch a<9:s of 
fhe Britifti Parlianient as Ihall be reftrained to the 
regulation of our external commerce, for the put- 
pofe of fecuring the* commercial advantages of the 
whole empire to the mother country, and the com- 
mercial benefits of its refpeftive members,, ex- 
cluding every idea of taxation internal or external, 
for raifing a revenue on the fubjefts of America, 
without their confent. 

It is allidged that wecon|ribute nothing to the 
common defence. To this we anfwer, that the ad-^* 
vantages which Great Britain receives from the mo- 
noply of^bur trade, far exceed our proportion of the 
cxpence neceflary for that purpofe. But fliouldf 
thefe advantages be inadequate thereto, let the re- 
ftrh9:ions on our trade be removed, and we will 
chearfully contribute fuch proportion when confti- 
tutionally required. 

• It is a fundamental principle of the Britifli confti- 
tution, that every man fliould have at leaft a repre-, 
, fentative (hare in the formation of thofe laws hf 
which he is bound. Were it otherwife, the rcgu-< 
lation of our internal police by a Britifli parliament,f 
who arc and ever will be unacquainted with out 
local circumftances, muft be always inconvenient,' 
and frequently oppreflive, working our wrong,- 
without yielding any poffible advantage to you« 

A plan of accommodation (as it has been ab- 
furdly called) has been propofed by your Minifter s, 

to 
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tooar refpeftive aflemblics. Were this propofal 
free from everyo ther objedion bat that which arifes 
from the time of the offer, it would not be unex- 
ceptionable* Can men deliberate with the bayonet 
at their breaft ? Can they treat with freedom, while 
tlicir towns are facked, when daily inftances of in- 
juftite and opprcflion difturb the flower operations 
of reafon ? 

If this propofal is really fuch as you would offer 
and we accept, why was it delayed till the nation 
was put to ufelefs expence> and we were reduced 
to our prefent melancholy iituation ? If it holds 
£bsth nothing, why was it propofed ? Unlefs indeed 
to deceive you into a belief, that, we were unwilling 
10 liflen to any terms of accommodation ? But what 
is fabmitted to our confideration ? We contend for 
the difpofal of our property. We arc told that our 
demand is unreafonable, that our affemblies may 
indeed coiled): our money, but that they mud at the 
fame time offer ; not what your exigencies or 
oors may require ; but fo much as ihall be deemed 
iuffictent to fatisfy the deiires of a MiniAer, and 
enable him to provide for favourites and dependants* 
A recurrence to your own treafury will convince 
you how little of the money already extorted from 
us has been applied to the relief of your burthens; 
To fuppofe that we would thus grafp the fhadow, 
and give up the fubilance^ is adding infult to in-* 
jories* 

We have neverthelefs again prefented an humble , 
and dutiful petition to our Sovereign ; and to re* 
inoVe every imputation of obftinacy, have r^quefted 
b^ Majefty to dired:. fome mode, by which the 
united applications of his faithful Colonies may. 
be improved inio a happy and permanent reconcili* 
aiiou. We ai^e willing to treat on fuch terms as caa 

alone 
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fitooe render ftii accommodation laftingj and wtf 
flatter ourfelves, that our pacific endeavoars will btf 
attended with a removal of miriifterid troops, and 
a repeal of thofe laws^ of the operation of which 
we complain^ on thd one part» and a disbanding of 
our army/ and a diflblution of our commercial afib-^ 
ciations, on the other. 

Yet conclude not from thisi that we proppie to 
furrender our property into the hands of your mi- 
niftry, or veft your Parliament with a power which 
tnay terminate -in our deftrudlion^ The great bul-^ 
warks of our conftitution we have defired to main* 
tain by every temperate, by every peaceable means > 
but your minifters (equal foes to Britifh and Ame-^ 
rican freedom) have added to their former oppref^ 
fions an attempt to reduce u8 by the fword to a bafd 
and abjedt fubmifiion. On the fword therefore we 
are compelled to rely for protection. Should vic- 
tory declare in your favour^ yet men trained to 
arms from their infancy, and animated by the love 
^f li)>erty, will afford neither a cheap or eafy con« 
queftk Of this at leaft vve are aflbred, that our 
firuggle will be glorious, our fuccefs certain, fince 
even in death we (hall find that freedomi which 
in life yod forbid m to enjoy. 

Let lis now aik what advantages are to attend our 
reduiftion ? The trade of a ruined and defolate conn- 
try is always inconfiderable, its revenue triBing ; the 
txpence of fubjediing and retaining it in fubjedtion 
.certain and inevitable. What then remains but tho 
gratification of an ill judged pride, or the hope of 
rendering Hs fubfervient to deiigns on your libeTty. 
< Soldiers who have (heatbed their fwords in the 
bowels of their American brethren, will not draw 
them with more relu<%ance againfl you. When too 
}ate you ' may lament the lofs of that freedom, 

U which 



( h6 ) 

pi?ef6ryc^r , 

^ On tbe cthel: hand»r(b(y d you piove un^utcefsful .? 
drdiiid :thtt conne<^ioB, .w^l^ch we moft ardeotljr 
^Ifl) tor nooibtaiOr b^tli^Q^ fhould ycNic Mim« 
ftelrs QxhAi»ft yqar trcaforc^^od waftei th^e, Jblood of 
your countrymen in vain attemf^ls ori Qt»r liberty ; 
do ebcy -not deKvh' yob, -weftk: aod kk&flcole^^ to 
yaw natmai enemies v - ^ 

Since ikmr your Hbfrtytm^ be. t)^ piice^of ydut 
i?K9jdrk$- J youc ruiji^ of ydur defeat :— What blind 
fatality can titge jon !to a jp^fuk deAnidlifc of all 
thai Bntfate hold deai?i \ / ::/.. ..: » , :. . ; .. 

I£yQu;Jiaioe.DO tegacd tp; fe)if : coiMedion that hai 
£ir ages fd^fifted between qsj;; if jjicgii iulve forgot 
tbewjpoQds we f eceWied iigk^kig by jsonrv^fidej, &ff 
the exietuddo js)f the eibpite ; if diir -teMtnerce is 
not ah obgt^ heloW your . coniideratiba ; if jtifticQ 
aQd:bamanity bave^ \oQl their itifkieiice tm year 
hearts ; iliU motives are ooc warufing, to excite 
your ind^nation at the aaietfur^now.piurqed : yoas 
wealth, :y0ttrbQfloor, yoarrhbdrtyarftiatiftake. . 
- Notwithftanding the diftrefe to.wbtkb.we.^e re-» 
ducedi ^.fbrnetimea f(h?gtt<tor;ow/n.bifi^ 
anticipate and fy mpathi«e ;ra yOtfrfsi^i^Wc^ gfitvci 
that rafh and ioconiidefate council. flaouU. prdci* 
pitate the ddftrudion of aa empirci which hs^ beeri 
the envy iand admiratK)a of ^ges, «id ^^i God ta 
whnefs ! that we would part with tmr property^ 
endanger our livcs^ and' iafrifiee every thibg but Li-% 
herty, to tcdecm you frofe ruin. . 

A cloud hangs over your : heads 'aiiid curs ; e'er 
tills reaches, you, it nbay probably bijrft upon )is, 
1« us then (before the rcmembraflce of fwiBer kind-^ 
fiefs is obliterated) once cooce repeat ihoib appella^ 
tions which are ever grateful in our ears. Let ua[ 
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edtfeat HoiTeri to afert our ruiii^ and ths defiruc^ 
lion that threatens our friends^ brethren, and 
coantrymen, oo the other ^fck of the Atlaiitic.' 

Ordered^ That t«he above addrcfs he iovmediately 
printed, and feiit by Mr. Beam: to England. 

• * 

The letter to thp Lord Ma/or, Aldertnen and 
liivery of London, being ag4in read and debated, 
was agreed to as follows : 

My LORD, 

PERMIT the Delegates of the people of twj^lve 
Ancient colonies, to pay your lordfhip and the very 
refpedtable body of which yoii are head, the 
juft tribute of gratitud? and thanks for the virtuous 
and unfollicited refentment you have fliewn to the 
violated rights of a free people. The city of Lon- 
don, my Lord, having in all ages, approved itfelf 
thd patron of Liberty, and the fuppQr| of ju^fl: go- 
vernnient, againft iawlds tyranny aqd oporeffiop^ 
cannot fail to 4^ake 14s. deeply ^nfjble qf the 
powerful 9id our caufe nauH: receive ftovfi fuch ad* 
vocatCJS. A caufe, my Lord, ^ vvoi:jt% ^|ie fupport 
of the firft city in the world, af it involves tjie fat? 
of a gre^t Continent, and thrj^tens to (hake tkp 
foundations oi, a fiouri(hing, md uiijtil lately, a 
tappy empire. 

. North-Amer|c«i,,n)y Lordj wifhes tnoft ardently 
for a laf^ing coQpediop with Gr^at-Bri^a, ,^ oa 
tprips of jjift fi^pd egugl Lil?erty j lefs than .yf\ikh gc- 
oeroiis njinds will not offer, nqr brave inii free 

(^cs be w^illiflg to receivi^ 

• A crufl war [has at lei^gtl^ been opefi^ agafnA 
' " ^ U 2 us 
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m^ ind whilfi we prepare to defend oorfelves like 
the deftcndants of Britons, • we flill hope that tha 
mediatioa of wife and good citiicens» will ai length 
prevail^over defpotifm, and reflore harmony and 
peace^ on permanent principles^ to an opprei!ed and 
divided empire. 

We have the honour to be, 
My Lord; 
With great eftecm. 
Your Lordftiip's 

Faithful friends and fellow-fubje£ts« 
, . • • • 

Ordered^ T6at the above be trapfcribed, and then 
figncd by the Prcfidcnt. 

The Comrnittec appointed to prepare a letter to 
Mr.Pcpn and the colony agents, reported a draughtj^ 
which was read and approved as follows ; 

GSNTLBMEN* 

The perfevcrancc of the British miniftry, in their 
unjuft and^ruel fyftem of Colony Ad miniftration, 
has occafioned the meeting of another Congrefs. 

We have' again appealed to the juftice of our 
Sovereign, for protcftion againft the dcftrudion' 
which his Minifters meditate for his American fob* 
Jc<as. This petition to his Majefty, you will pleafe« 
Gentlemen, to prefent to the King with all conve- 
nient expedition, after ^hich wedefire it may b^ 
given to the public. We likewife fend you our 
fecond application to the equity and intereft of our 
^llow-fubje£ts in Gr^at* Britain, aiid alfo a decla<* 
ration, fetting forth the caufes of our taking up 
Arms : Both which we wifl» may be immediately 
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put to prcfs, and communicated as unlyerfallf as 
poflible. • 

The Congrefs entertain the higheft fenfe of the 
vrife and worthy interpofition of the Lord Mayor 
and Livery of London, in favour of injured America. 
They have expreffed this their fenfe in a letter to* 
his Lordfliip and the Livery, which we defire may 
beprcfented in the manner moft agreeable to that 
refpedtable body. ^' • 

You will oblige us, Gentlemen; by giviug the 
moft early information to the Congrefs, and to the 
Speakers of our refpeiSive Aflemblies of your pro- 
ceedings in this bufinefs, and fuch forther intelli- 
gence as you may judge to be of importance to 
America in this great contcft. 

We are with great regard. 

Gentlemen, &c. 

Ordered J The the above be fairly tranfcribed, 
and then figned by the Prefident, and ty him feat 
under cover, together with the Petition to the 
King, and Addrefs to the Inhabitants of Great-*. 
Britain, and the letter to the Lord Mayor, &c, .to' 
Richard Penn, Efq; and that the Prefident requeft 
Mr. Penn, in behalf of the Congrefs, to join with 
the Colony Agents in prefcriting the petition to the 
King. 

Adjourned till Monday at 9 o'clock* 



MONDAY, July 10, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 
Information being given^, that tijere was a Gen^ 
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tle4ian in town well acquainted with the ilafo aad 
difpofition of the Indians, a motion was made for 
introducing him9^ and be was accordingly introduced 
and examined. 

The. Committee appointed to devife ways and 
means for putting the militia in a proper flate for 
the defence of America brought in their report, 
which was read, and after debate^ referred for Air* 
tber confideration. 

'Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 



TUESDAY, July 1 1, 1775, 

Met according to adjournment. 

The report ot the Committee on Indian aiFairs 
was taken up and read, and after fome debate, the 
fame was deferred till to-morrow. 

On information, that there were two companies 
of rifle-men raifed inLiancafter inftead of one, 

Refolved^ That both be taken into the continen- 
tal fervice. 

** An addrefs pf Deputies from the different pa- 
rities of the Iflands of Bermuda," to the Congrefs, 
was prefented and read. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 9 o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, July 12, 1771. 

Met according to adjournment. 

A Gentleman from the province of Queb^ck 

WJ^s introduced and examined. 

Letters 
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. Xetieriirodst Goverbor Cooke and <jeneral Ward 
were read, 

Tix&.<GOOgre£s then refbtned the ot^fideration of 
the report of the Coiomittcc on Irtdian affiitrs, and 
the fame being 'g(Hi€. thcongh, was agreed to as 
follows^ : . ; 

That the fctia ring aod preferviog the frknd0»q|^ 
of the:in£aa natioos^ a()pcars to be a iiibjeA of th^ 
utmoil iBoment to thefe Colonies. 

That there is too much reafoataafrptrebend^ that 
admim(kati96n will fpacfe nx> pains to excite the feve- 
ral Datibnsdf Indiana to take up arms agjgtbil thefe 
Colonies ; and that it.becaoaies us to be very adive 
and vigitot in exerting every prudent means to 
flrengthen and confirm the friendly difpofition to- 
war(k. thefe Colonies, which has long prevaHed 
among the northern tribes, and which has been 
lately manifefied by fome of thofe to the fouthr 
ward. 

As the Indians depend on the Colo^tfts for arms^ 
ftmnxu&ition and clothing, which are become ne- 
ceflary to their fubfiftance, that CommiHtoners be 
appointtd by this Congrefs, to fuperintend Indian 
affairs in behalf of thefe Colonics. . 

That thjdre be three departments of Indians, the, 
northern^ middle, and fouthern. , The northern to 
extend £o far fouth a« to include the whole of the 
Indians known by the name of the. Six Nations, 
and all the Indians northward of thofe nations. 
Tbcfbuthcm department »to extend fofar north as 
to include the Cherokees, and all-^the Indians 
that may be to the fouthward of them. The mid- 
dle to contain the Indian nations that lie between 
the other two departments. 

That 
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Til at five commiffioners be ajipointed /or the 
fouthern department. 

That for each of the other two departmenU 
there be appointed three commiflioner?^ 

That the commiflioners have power to treat with 
the Indians in their refpeftive departments^ in the 
rkmc and on behalf of the United Colonies^ in or- 
<der to preferve peace and friexuKhip with the faid 
Indians, and to prevent their taking any part in the 
^efent commmions. 

That the Commiiljoners for the fouthern dq^art-^ 
'ment receive from the Continental Treafury the 
fum of Ten Tb&ufand Doliars : the Compiilioners 
for the middle and northern department the fum of 
^x thoufandjix hundred andjixty-jkcand two thirds^ 
ibr each of their refpe(3:ive departments^ for de^ 
" fraying the cxpence of treaties and prefcnts to the 
Indians* 

That the Commiflioners refpedtivcly have power 
10 take to their aiTidance Gentlemen of influence 
among the Indians, in whom they can confide, and 
to appoint agents, reading near or among ^he In-* . 
dians, to watch the conduct of the fuperintendaots 
and their emifTaries* 

- That in cafe the Commiflioners for the re- 
fpedive diftrid?, or any one of them in either 
diftrid, fhall have fatisfadory proof, that the 
King's fuperintendants, their deputies or agents, 
or any other perfon whatfoever, are adive in ftir- 
ring up or inciting the Indians, or any of them,' 
to become inimical to the American colonies, 
fuch Commiffioner or Commiflioners ought to 
caufe fuch fuperintendants or other ofFcoder 
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to be feized and kept in fafe ciiftody, until order fhall be 
taken therein by a majority of the Commiffioners of the 
diftrifts where fuch felzure is made, or by the Conti- 
iiental Congrefs, or a Committee of faid Congrefs, 
to whom fucb feizure, with the caufe's of it, Ihall, as 
foon as poffible after, be made known. 

That the Commiffioners fhall exhibit fair accounts of 
the expenditure of all monies by them refpeftively to be 
received for the purpofcs afor^faid, to every fucceeding 
Continental Congreis, or Committee of Congrefs, toge- 
ther with a general ftate of Indian affairs in their feveral 
departments, in order that the Colonies may be informed 
from time to time of every fuch matter as may concern 
them to know and avail themfelves of, for the benefit of 
the common caufe. 

That as there is a Seminary for the inftruftion of In- 
dian youth, which has been eftabliftied under the care of 
Doftor Wheelock, on Connedlicut river ; and as- there 
are nine or ten Indian youths at thajt fchool, chiefly from 
the tribes reiiding in Quebec ; and ^as for want of a pro- 
per fund there is danger that thefe youths may be' fent 
back to their friends, which will probably excite jealoufy 
and diftruft, and be attended with bad confequences, the 
CommiHioners for Indian affairs in the nortlTern depart- 
ment be author ifed to receive out of the Continental Trea- 
fury, a fum not exceeding Five Hundred DoHarsj to be 
applied by them for the fupport of the faid Indian youths* 

On motion madey Refolved^ That a Committee of five 
be appointed, to devife ways and means to protedl the 
trade of thefc Colonies. 

The following were chofen, Mr. Jay, Mr. Franklin, 
Mr. Gadfden, Mr. Deane and Mr. Lee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. " 
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THURSDAY, July 13, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to prepare proper talks to 
tb6 Indians, reported tlie fame, which was agreed to as 
follows : 

A Speech to the Six Confederate Nations, Mohawks, 
Oneidas, Tufcaroras, Onondagas, Cayugas, Senekas» 
from the Twelve United Colonies, convened in Coun- 
cil at Philadelphia. 

Brothersy Sachems and Warriors^ 

We, the Delegates from the Twelve United Pro* 
vinces, viz. New-Hampftiire, Maflachufetts-Bay, Rhode- 
Ifland, Connefticut, New^York, New-Jerfey, Penfylva- 
nia. The three Lower Counties of Newcaftle, Kent and 
Suflex, on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia^ North-Caro- 
lina, and South-Carolina,, now fitting in General Con- 
grefs at Philadelphia, fend this Talk to you our bro- 
thers. We are fixty-five in number, chofen and ap- 
pointed by the people throughout all thefe provinces 
and colonies, to meet and fit together in one great Cpun* 
cil, to confult together for the common good of the 
land, and fpeak and aQ: for them. 

Brothers, in our confultation wfc have judged it pro- 
per and neceflary to fend you this Talk, as vye are upon 
the fame ifiand, that you may be informed of the reafons 
of this great Council, the fituation of our civil conftitu- 
tion, and our difpofition towards you our Indian Bro* 
thers of the Six Nations and their allies. 

C^hree Strings^ or a/mail Belt.) 
Brothers and Friends^ now attend. 

When our fathers croffed the great water and came 
over to this land^ the King of England gave them a 

Talk ; 
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Talk: afluring them that tbcy and their children (hould 
be his children, and that if they would leave their na- 
tive country and make fettktnctits, and live here, and 
buy, and fell, and trade with their brethren beyond the 
water, they (hould ftill keep hold of the fame covenant 
chain and enjoy peace— ^And it was covenanted, that the 
fields, houfes, goods and poflefEons which our fathers 
Ihould acquire, Ihould remain to them as their own, and 
be their children's foi^ever, and at their folc difpofaK 

Trufting that this covenant fhould never be broken, 
our fathers came a great diftance beyond the great water, 
laid otit their money here, built houfes, cleared fields, 
ratfed crops, and through their own labour and induftry 
grew tall and ftrong. 

They have bought, fold and traded with England ac- 
cording to agreement, fending to them fuch things as 
they wanted, and taking in exchange fuch things as arc 
wanted here. 

The King of England and his people kept the way 
open for more than one hundred years, and by our trade 
became richer, and by a union with us, greater and 
ftronger than the other Kings and people who live be- 
yond the water. 

All this time they lived in great friendfliip with us, 
and we with them ; for we are brothers — one blood. 

Whenever they were ftruck, we inftantly felt as 
though the blow had been given to us — their enemies 
were our enemies. 

Whenever they w^nt to war, we fent our men to 
ftand by their fide and fight f6r them, and our money 
to help them and make them ftrong. 

They thanked us for our love and fent us good Talks, 
and renewed their promife to be one people for ever. 
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Brothers and Friends^ open a kind Ear ! , - - 

We will now tell you of the quarrel betwixt the 
Counfelloi's of King George and the Inhabitants and 
Colonies of America. 

Many of his Counfellors arc proud and wicked men — 
They perfuade the King to break the covenant chaintf 
and not to fend us any more good Talks. A, confidera^ 
•ble number have prevailed upon him to enter Into a new 
covenant againft us, andliave torn afunder and ca& be* 
hind thqir backs the good old covenant which their an- 
ceftors and ours entered into and took ftrong hold of. 

They now tell us they will flip their hand into our 
pocket without afklng, as though it were their own ; and 
at their pleafure they will take from us our charters or 
written civil conflitution which we love as our lives'; 
alfo our plantations, our houfes and goods whenever 
they pleak, without alking our leave. That our veflels 
may goto M/jifland in the fea, but to this or that parti- 
cular ifland we fhall not trade any more. — And in cafe 
of our non-compliance with thefe new orders, they (hut 
up our harbours. 

Brothers, this is our prefent fituation — thus have ma- 
ny of the King's Counfellors and Servants dealt with us. 
If we fubmit, or comply with their demands, you can 
eafily perceive to what ftate we will be reduced. If our 
people labour on the jfield, they will not know who Ihall 
enjoy the crop ; if they hunt in the woods, it will be un^ 
^certain who fliall tafte of the meat, or have the ikins ; if 
they build houfes, they will not know whether they 
^may fit found the _iire with their wives and children : 
they cannot "be fiire 'whether they fliall be permitted to 
eat, drinkj. and wear the fruits of their own labour and 
induftry. 

Brothers and Friends of the Six Nations^ attend. 

We upon this ifland have often fpoke and intreated 

tlie 
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the King and his Servants the Counfellors, that peace 
and harmony might ftill continue between us ; that we 
cannot part with> or loofe our hold? of the old covenant 
chain which united our fathers and theirs ; ;that; we want 
to brighten this chain, and keep the Way open as our fa- 
thers did; that we want to live with them as brothers, la* 
bour, trade, travel atiroad, eat and drinfc in peace. We 
have often alked them to love us and live in fuch 
friendlhip with us as their fathers, did with ours. 

We told them, again that we judged we were exceed- 
ingly injured, that they might as \vell kill us^ as tak? 
away our property and the ncceflkries of life. We have 
alked why they treat us thus ? What has become of our 
repeated addrefles and fupplications to them ? Who hath 
fhut the ears of the King to the cries of his children in 
America ? No foft anfwer— no pleafant vpice from be* 
yond the water has yet founded in our'ears.. 

Brothers, thus ftands the matter betwixt Old England 
and America. You Indians know how things are pro- 
portroned in a family, between the father and the fon, the 
child carries a little pack — England we regard as the fa- 
ther ; this ifland may be compared to the fon. 

The father has a numerous family, both at home and 
upon this ifland ; he appoints a great number of Servants 
to affift him in the government of his family : in prpcefs 
of time, fome of his fervants grow proud and ill natured 
-—they were difpleafed to fee the boy fo alert, and walk 
onfo nimbly with his pack ; they tqll the father, and ad- 
vife him to enlarge the child's pack — they prevail ; the 
pack is increafed — the child takes it up again ; as he 
thought it might be the father's pleafure, fpeaks but few 
words, thofe very fmall, for he was loth to offend the 
father. Thofe proud and wicked fervants finding they 
had prevailed, laughed to fee the boy fweat and ftagger 
ynder his increafed load. By and by, they apply to the 

father 
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father to double the boy*s pack, bccaufe they heard him 
complain ; and without any reafon faid they, he is a 
crofe child, correft him if he complains any more. The 
boys intreats the father, addrefles the great feryants in 
a decent manner^ that the pack might be lightened ; he 
could not go any further ; humbly afts, if the old fa- 
thers, in any of their records, had defcribed fuch a pack 
for the child ; after all the tears and intfeaties or the 
child, the pack is redoubled ; the child ftands a little, 
while ftaggering under the weight, ready to fall every 
liioment : however, he entreats the father once more, 
though fo faint he could only lifp out his laft humble 
fupplicatioil — ^waits a while — no voice returns. The 
child concludes the father could not hear — thofe proud 
fervants had intercepted his fupplications, or ftopped the 
ears of the father. He therefore gives one ftruggle and 
throws off the pack, and fays he cannot take it up again, 
iuch a weight will crufti him down and^kill him, and he 
can but die if he refufes. 

Upon this, thofe fervants are very wrath, and tell the 
father many falfe ftorics refpefting the child ; they bring 
a great cudgel to the father, afking him to take it in his 
hand and ftrike the child. 

This may ferve to illuftrate the prefeht condition of 
the King's American fubjefts or children. 

Amidft thefe oppreflions, we now and then heard a 
molifing and reviving voice from fome of the King's 
wife cpuncellors, who are our friends and feel our dif- 
trefles ; when they heard our complaints and our cries, 
they applied to the King, alfo/told thofe wicked fervants, 
that this child in America was not a crofs boy. It had fuf- 
ficient reafon for crying, and if the caufe of its complaint 
was negleSed, it would foon affume the voice of a man, 
plead for julli^e like a man, and defend its rights, and 
iupport the old covenant-chain of the fathers. 

Brothers 
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Brothers lijen / . • ^ 

Notwithftanding all our tntreaties, we have but little 
hope the ting will fend us any more good talks, by rea- 
fon ©f his evil counfellors ; they have perfuaded him to 
fend an army of foldicrs and many Ihips of war, to ro6 
and deftroy us. They have (hut up many of our bar- 
hours, feized and taken into poHeffion many of our vef- 
fels : The foldicrs have ftruck the blow, killed fome of 
our people : the blood now runs of the American chil. 
dren : They have alfo burned our houfes and towns, and 
taken much of our goods. 

Brothers ! we are now neceffitated to rife^ attd forced 
to fight, or give up our civil conilitution, rnn-away, and 
leave our farms and houfes behind us. This muft not 
be. Since the King's wicked counfellors will not open 
their ears, and confider our juft complaints, and the caufe 
of our weeping, and hath gi\'fen the blow, we are de- 
termined to drive away the King's foldiers, and to kill 
and deftroy all thofe wicked men we find in arms againft 
the peace of the Twelve United Colonies, upon this 
ifland. We think our caufe is juft ; therefore hope God 
will be on our fide. We do not take up the hatchet and 
ftruggle for honour or conqueft ; but to maintain our 
civil conftitution and religious privileges, the very fame 
for which our forefathers left their native land and came 
to this country. 

Brothers^ and Friends I 
We defire you will hear and receive what we have 
now told you, and that you will open a good ear and liften 
to what we are now going to fay. This is a family quar-. 
rel between us and Old Englnnd, You Indians are no^ 
concerned In it. We don't wifh you to take up the 
hatchet againft the King's troops. We defire you to re- . 
main at home and not join either fide; but keep the 
hatchet buried deep. In the name and behalf of all our 

people 
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people, wc afk and dcfire you to love peace and maintain 
It, and to love and fympathize v^'ith us in our troubles ; 
that the path may be kept open w^ith all our people and 
yours, to pafs and repafs, without molefiation. 

Brothers ! we Jive on the fame ground with ycru. 
The fame ifland is our common birth-place. We defire 
to fit down under the fame tree of peace with you : Let 
us water its roots and cheri(h its growth, till the larg-e 
leaves and flourifhing branches (hall extend to the fetting 
fun, and reach the Ikies. 
Brothers^ obferve well I 

What it is we have afked you ! — ^Nothing but peace, 
not with {landing our prefent difturbed fituation — and if 
application (hould be made to you by any of the King's 
unwife and wicked minifters, to join on their fide, wc 
only advife you to deliberate with great caution, and in 
your wifdom look forward to the confcquences of a 
compliance. For if the King's troops take away our 
property, and deftroy us who are of the fame blood with 
themfelves, what can you, who are Indians, expert from 
them afterwards ? 

Therefore we fay. Brothers, take care — hold fafl: to 
your covenant chain. You now know our difpofition 
towards you, the Six Nations of Indians and your allies* 
Let this our good talk remain at Onondaga^ your central 
council-houfe. We depend upon you to fend and ac- 
quaint your allies to the northward, the feven tribes on 
the river St. Lawrence, that you have this Talk of ours 
at the great Council-Fire of the Six Nations. And 
when you return, we invite your great men to come and 
converfe farther with us at Albany, where we intend to 
i|-e-kindle the Council-Fire, which your and our ancef* 
tors fat round in great friendfliip. Brothers^ and Friends ! 

We greet you all. 

Farewell, 
(The 
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(T'he large Belt of Intelligence and Declaration.^ 
Brothers I 
We have faid we wifli you Indians may continue m 
peace with one another, and with* us the White people. 
JLetJUs botb be catitious in our behaviour towards dach 
other at this critical ftate of a^irs. This ifkmd now 
trembles, the wind whiftles from almofl every quarter:; 
let us fortify our minds and ihut our ears againft felfe ru- 
mours ; let us be cautious what we receive for trilth, unlefs 
fpoken by wife and good- men. If aiiy thing' difagree- 
able fhpuid ever fall out between us, the Twelve United 
Colonies, and you the Six Natiohs, to wotmd our peace, 
let us immediately feek meafnresfor healing tkesbjcfcach. 
From the prefent fituation of our affairs, we jiwlge it wife 
and expedient to khidle up afmall Council-Fire at Alba- 
ny, where we may hear each others voice, and diiclbie 
-our minds more fully to pne another. (Afmall Belt;) 



Ordered^ Tliat a fimilar talk beprepared for Ae other 
. Indian Nations, preferving the tenor of the above, and 
.altering it fo as to fuit die Indians in the &veral depart- 
ments. *v 

The Congrefs then proceded to the choice of Commit 
fioners for Indian af&irs, and after fome debate, agreed 
that the nomination of Commiflioners for the fouthern 
department be poftponed till Tuciday next. > » 

Mr. Franklin, Mr. Henry, and Mr. Wilfori, were 
unanimoufly eleded for the middle department. 

The Congrefs then proceded to t\tdi the Commiiiio« 
nets for the northern department, and the following 
Gentlemen were chofen, viz. Major-General Philip 
Schuyler, Major Jofeph Hawley, Mr. Turbot Francis, 
Mr. Oliver Woolcot, and Mr. VolkertP. Douw. ^r- 
Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock* 

FRI. 
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FRIDAY, JuLV 14, 177s* 

Met acconiing to adjournfnent. 
The Ccogrcfs refutntd die consideration df the ceport 
af the cofmnitlsee on the milicia, and afbr 6tba^ t^ie 
itme WHS Tsferned fon Either coBfideration. 
Adjouro^d till tOTmornow at eight o^dock^ 

SATURDAY, July 15, lyjs, 

* ' > 

Met according to adjowmment. 
On mrtion maJe^ The Congrefs came to the following 
refehstioR : 

Wfcejcfls the government of GreatrBmtetifl hath pro? 
hibited the expoitatk)n o£ arms and aimmiiion to any of 
the Plantations, and endeavoored to /pmrent other na- 
tions from fupplying us, 

R^iiveily That tor tlie hetter fiimiihing thefc Colo- 

iviies tntfa the nficeflary means of defending their rigfatSi 

-every veflfel iinporting gun-powder^ falt-|Kett€, fulphur, 

provided they bring with the fqlph ur four times as anuch 

iidt«petre, iM^afsfidd^piece^ or^ocKi.tnuflQ^ fitted with 

bayonets, within nine rnoiuhs from ihe date of this xcCo- 

:hition, flialii>e permitted to load ^nd>export the produce 

of thefe polonies, k> vahie of foch powder and- ftores 

' sAftcfzvd, tlfie Non- Exportation Agreement notwith- 

il^nding ; a^nd it is reomimended to the Cotnmittecs of 

the feveral Provinces, to iafped the miliary ftores fo 

impOTted, aiid to eiHmate a generous price for the fame, 

according to tlietr goodnefs, and permit the importer of 

incii powder and other military ftores aforefaid, to export 

tf^e value tliereof and no more, in produce of any kind. 

Sundry intercepted letters, were laid before Cpngrefs 

find read. 

The 
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^ The talk to the Stockbridge Indians wjis then taken 
Up, and the fame being debated, was agreed to. 

On motion, Refolved^ That the Congrcfs will, on 
Thtirfday next, attend Divine Service in a body, both 
morning and afternoon. 

Ordered^ That Mr, Lynch and Mr. Dickinfon, wak 
on Mr Duche and Doftor Allifon, and requeft Mr. Du« 
che to preach before the Congrefs on Thurfday next, in 
the morning, and Do£tor Allifon in the afternoon. 
Adjourned till Monday at eight o*clock. 



MONDAY, JiriY 17, 1775. 

* 
Met according to adjournment 

A letter from General Schuyler being laid before the 
Congrefs, was read, and the fame being taken into confi- 
deration, 

Re/bhedj That a Commiflary of ftorcs and proviiions 
be appointed for the New- York department during tb« 
prefent compaign. 

Walter Livingjten, Elcj. chofen to that oflice. 
* Rtfdhedj That a Deputy Quarter-Mafter General be 
appointed for the faid department. 

Da^^WCzwjfr^W/, Efq. elefted to that office. 

Ordered J That Mr. D. Campbell have the rank of Co- 
lonel in the army. 

' Rejbhed^ That a Deputy Mtifter-Mafter be appointed 
for the faid' department* 

Gunning Bedford^ Efq. elefted to that office. 

Re/ohedj That the Convention of New- York be de* 
fired t6 recommend to General Schuyler a proper perfon 
for a Deputy Adjutant General or Brigade Major for the 
atniy in theNew-^York deparment. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 
-^ - Y z TUES. 



C »^4 ) 



TUESDAY, July i8, 1775. 

Met according to to adjournment 

The Congrefs again refumed the confidcration o£ the 
report of the Committee for putting the militia into a 
proper ftateforthc defence of America, and the fame be- 
'mg debated by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows : 

Refo}n)ed^ That it be recommended to the inhabitants 
of all the United Englifh Colonies in North- America, 
that all able-bodied eifeftive men, between fixteen and 
fifty years of age in each Colony, immediately form them- 
felves into regular companies of militia, to confifl of one 
Captain, two Lieutenants, one Enfign, four Serjeants, 
four Corporals, one Clerkyone Drummer, one Flier, and 
about fixty-eight Privates. 

. That the officers of each company be chofen by the rc- 
fpeftive companies. 

That each foldier be forniihed with a good muiket, 
that will carry an ounce ball, with a bayonet, fteel ram- 
rod, worm, priming wire and brufti fitted thereto, a cut- 
ting fword or. tomahawk, a catridge box, that will con- 
tain twenty-three rounds of catridges, twelve flints and a 
khapfack. 

That the companies be formed into regiments or bat- 
tallions, officered with a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
two Majors, an Adjutant or Quarter-Mailer. 
\ That all officers above the rank of a Captain be ap- 
pointed by the refpedive Provincial Afiemblies oi Con- 
ventions, or in their recefs by the Committees of Safety 
appointed by faid Aflemblles or Conventions. 

That all officers be commiifioned by the Provincial 
AfTemblies or Conventions, or in their recefs, by the 
Committees of Safety appointed by faid Aflcmblies or 
Conventions. 
- ; . That 



That all the miliria take proper care to acquire tiaUl-. 
tary Ikill, and be well prepared, for defenqe, by being each , 
man provided with one pound of good gunpowder, and 
four pounds of hall fitted; t;o ^isgun. - ,3 

That one fourth part-of tiie militia in every Colony 
be felefted for cp^ute :men, of fuch perfons as are willing 
to enter into this neceflary fervice, formed into cg|ti pa- 
nics and battalions, and their officers chofen and commii^ 
iioned as afor^faid, to be ready on the fhorteil notice ta 
inarch to any place where their affiftance may be requi- 
red, for the defence of their own or a neighbouring Co- 
lony ; and as thefe minute naen may ev^ntualiy be cal- 
led to adiion before the whole body of the militia arc 
fufficiently trailed, it is recommended that a more par- 
ticular and diligent attention be paid to their mflru£tioa 
in military difcipline. 

That fuch of the minute men, as defire it, be relieved 
by new drau^ts as aforefaid from the whole body of 
the militia once in four months. 

As there are fome people, who from religious princi- 
ples cannpt bear arms in any cafe, this congrefs intend no 
violence to their confciences, but earnefily recommend 
it to theni to contribute liberally, in this time of uxii- 
verfal calamity, to the relief of their diiftrefled brethrei^ 
in the feveral colonies, aijd to do all other fer vices to their 
oppreflfed country, which they can confiflently with their 
religious principles. 

That itbe recommended to the Afliemblies or Conven- 
tions in the refpedive colonies to provide, as foon as pof- 
iible, fuffici(;nt,ftdre5 9f ammunition for their colonies ; 
alfo that they devife proper means for furnifhing with 
arms fuch efledtive mean as are poor and unable to fur<- 
jii(h themfclves. . 

That it be recommended tq each colony to appoint 9, 
Committee of Safety, to fwperintend and dired all mgt^ 

ters 
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tcrs tlcceflary fer the fccurity and defence of their relpeef^ 
live colonies, intherece& of their Aflemblies aiid Coii^ 
ventions. 

That each colony, at their own exjpencc, tnakc fbch 
ptovifion by armed vcflels or otbcrtvifc, as their refpec* 
tive Aflemblies, Conventions, or Committees of Safety 
fhalljudge expedient and fuitable to their circumftances 
and fituations, for the protcftion of their harbours and 
navigation on their fea coafts, againft all inlawfal tnra- 
iions, attacks and depredations, from cutters and ihips of 
war. 

* That it be recommended to the makers of arms for the 
ufe of the militia, that they make good fubftantial mnf- 
kets, vnth barrels three feet afnd a half in length, that 
win carry an ounce ball, and fitted with a good bayonet 
and fteel ram-rod ; and that the making fuch arms be 
encouraged in thefe United Colonies. 

Where in any colony a militia is already formed un- 
der regulations approved of by the Convention of fuch 
colony, or by fuch AflfembKes as arc animlly cleftive, 
we refer to the difcretion of fuch Cbhvention or Afiem* 
biy, either to adopt the foregoing regulations in the 
whole or in part, or to continue their former^ as they, 
on confideratibn of all circumftances, ihall think heft. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 



WEDNESDAY, July 19, 1775. 
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The Prefidcnt laid before the Congrefs a letter fiT>m 
the General, with fundry papers cnclofed, which Were 
l*edd and Qonfidered, whereupon 

Ordered^ That Mr. Wilfon apply to the Committee 
of the city and liberties of Philaddphia, and requeft them 
to make diligent enquiry what quantities of duck, Raf- 
fia 
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fia <Hectifig» t(9W doth, Oznabrugs and Tickkiiburgs 
ca«i be procured in this city, and make return as fooaas 
poifible to thk Congre&« , 

ReJaheJ^ That J<^eph Trumbull be Commiif^ry^Ge- 
sierai of ftores and provifioos for the army of the United 
Gokiiiies. 

Refolvedj That the appointment of a Quarter Mafter 
General, a Commiflary ^ Mufters, and a Commiflary 
of Artillery, be left to General Wafhington. 

That Genernl Thomas be apipointed firD: JBrigadier 
General, in the army of the United Colonies, in the 
room of General Pomeroy, who nei^er a6ted under the 
-commiilion- ient to him, and that General Thomas's 
commiiiion bear the fame date that General Pomeroy^s 
did. * . 

That it be left to General Wafliington, if he thinks 
fit, to appoint three Brigade Majors, ^and commifllfni 
; them accordingly. 

That a Committee of thiee be appoioted^ to. r^epprt 
ihe method of eftabli(hfhg an hofpital. 

The Ccmmittee cboiim are, Mr. Lewis, Mn Paine 
and Mr. Mtddleton. 

That it be recommended to the colonic of Nevr* 
Hampfhire, Mafladiufletts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and C^n* 
iiefticutt to compleat the de^ciencies in the regiments 
bdong to their re^e^ftive Colonies, retained by the Ge- 
lieral in the continental army before .Bofton, 

That it be recommended' to the col<>ny of Rhode- 
Ifland, to compk^t and fend forward to the c^mp befoie 
Bofton, as ibon as poffible, the three hundred and iiicty 
inen^ lately voted by their General AffemWy. 

That it be recommended to. the colony of Conned^- 
cut, to compleat and &nd lor ward to the camp before 
.Boiton^ as foon as poiiiUe^ the fourteen hundred m(n 
lately voted by their General Ailipmbly • 

On 
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- On motion made^ Refohedi* That a Committee be ap 
^ pointed to bring in an -eftimisite of the expences incurret 

by the votes and refolves of this^ Congrefs* ' ' * 

• ;Mr. Deane, Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Cuffiiiig cbofen. 

' 'Agreed^ That the Cottgrefs meet at this plabe to- 
morrow, and from this place to go in a body to attend 
I^ivine' Service. ' : ' 

Rephed^ Th^it the nomination of three of the Com- 
miffionersfor J ndian affairs, in the fouthfern department, 

• be kft to the Council of Safety^ appointed i)y the colony 
of South-OarbK'na. . '. > ^ 

- That Mr. John Wafker, of Virginia, be appointed 
one of the Gommiflfcnehtor IndisQI affairs in the fou- 
them department. ' 

Adjourned till to-morrow at half pafl: nine o'clock. 

THURSDAY, July 20^1775, Half after nine, A M. 

An exprefs arriving w jth difpatch^s - from General 
Sfeb^yler$-lte fame ^ere read, " .: 

A letter was alfo received from the » Gonventfon of 
Georgia, awd read, fctting f«*hi' that ther colony had 
acceded to the General Aflbciation, and appointed De- 
"J^gates to attend this Congrefa. ' . * ii 

Adjourned til] one o'ctock, P. M , : 

- P. iWl Met according to the adjournment. 

The difpatches from General Schuykr beittg tsdken 
into confideration. -- ''- ■ i • 

Resolve d\-^\iz\ Creneral- Schuyler be empowered to 

-flifpofe 6f,'^nd employ all ^he tixx)ps im' the Nevr^York 

department, iri-'fuch manner as he may think beft for 

the proteftioh and defence of thefe colonies, the tril)es of 

• Indians in- friendfliip and amity with ns, and moft effec- 
tually to promote the gerferal intereft, ftill purfuing, if in 
His power, the former orders from this Congrefs, and 
fubjefl: to the future orders of the Commander in Chief. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o'clock. 
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FRIDAY, July 21, 177^. 

- Met according to adjournment. 

The committee appointed to prepare ari 
ddrefs to the iriKabitarits of Jamaica, hav- 
ing brought in a draught, the fame was read; 

Ordered, To lie on the 1:able. 

The Committee appointed ta prepare ari 
addrefs to the people of Ireland, brought in 
a draught; 

Ordered, To lie on the jtable^ 

Refolved, That Mr. R. Bache, Mt. Ste-^ 
phen Pafchall, and Mr. M. Hillegas, be ap- 
pointed to fuperintend the preft, atitj to have 
the overfight and cafe of printing the bills 
of credit ordered to be ftruck by this Con- 
grefs. 

. Refolved,. That Mr. Willie Jones, of 
North Carolina, be the fifth Commiffionier 
of Indian affairs in the Southern department. 

Agreeable to order, the Congrefs refol- 
ved itfelf into a Committee (tf the whole, to 
take into confideration the ftate of America^ 
and after fome time fpent therein,- the Pre- 
fident refumed the chair^ and Mr^ W^d re- 
ported that they had come to certain refolu- 
tions, which he read, and then defired leave 
to fit again. 

The committee appointed to devife ways^ 
and means to proteft the trade of thefe Co- 
lonies* brought in their report, which was 
read. . •/ 

Ordered, That the . fame be taken into 
conficjeration to-morrow ftiorning.' 

Z The 
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The Corigrdfe then entered upon ttie con— 
fideratkm of the repcwt from the Committee 
of the whole^ and alter ibme debate^ 
. Rcfolved, That fuch a body of ti^oops be- 
kept up in the MaiTachufetts Bay as Gen.^ 
Wafliington £hall think neceflary, provided 
they do not exceed twenty-two mouiand 

Adjourned till to-morrow eight o'clock. 

SATURDAY, July 22, 1775^^ 

Met according to adjournment. 

Agreeable to the order of yeftcrday, the- 
Congrefe took into (^©nfidefation the report 
of the Committee appointed to devife ways 
arid means to protedt the trade of thefe Co- / 

loiM^ and after foirie debate, the furtller ' 

copifideration of it was poftponed to a future 

day. ' • i 

On motion, Refolved, That Dr. Frank- * 

Un, Mr. Jeflerfon, Mr. }• Adams, and Mr^ 

Lee*, be a Committee to take into confidera- 

tiott, ^«wl report o» the r^folution. of the- 

Hoitfe o# Commons, Feb. 20,, 1775, com- 

mcfnly called Lord Ni>rth's motion. 

Adjourned *till Monday at 8 ©'Clock. 

Mortdaiy being fpcnt iii a Cammittee of 

the whole^ 



TUESDAY, July 25, 1775. 
Met according^ to adjoumqient. 
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The Committee for that purpolc appomt* 
cd, brou^t in this report for eftablifhiag 
an hofpital, which was read. 

The Coinmittee appointed to coniider the 
"ways ?and means of eftablifhiag a poil, 
hrought in their report, which was rea4, 
and ordered to be confidered to-morrow. 

The Committee appointed to conlider and 
report their opinion of the refolutian of thp 
Houfe of Commons, brought in ^heir re^ 
port, which was read, ordered to lie ,an the 
table for the pcrufal of the memfoer?. ' 

The Congrefe then xefijuned tbe confider 
ration of the addrpfs thie- AiJ^mbly of - Ja*- 
maica, and the fame: beine xic;b^ted byj^ara- 
graphs, was agreed tOtas foaLows : ^ ., 

Mr. Speaker^ and Gentlemen of the:jiffem:bly 

vf yaMsiic4. 

WE wouid think oturfehtses deficient in 
our duty tf we fuffered this Gongreistd pafe 
over withiJut exprefiing our scfteem fcrr thfe 
A(feAbly of Jamaica. 

Whoever attends to the cottdadfc of thofe 
who have been entrufted with the admini* 
ftration of Britifti affairs, daring thefe laft 
twek€^ ytars, will difower in it a deliberate 
plan to deftroy, in cve«y pa^ of the empire, 
the free Conftitution, for which Bwtain has 
been fo long and fg jirilly famed With a 
dexterity, artful and wicked, they have va-i* 
f ied the modes of attack according to the ^ 
different chara^r^ and<rircumAai3oes of thofe 
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whom they meant to reduce. In the Eaft- 
Indies, wnere the effemlnarlcy of the inha- 
bitants promifed an iealy conqneft, they 
thought it unneceffary to veil their tyrannic 
principles under the thinpeft difguife. ' Withr 
out deigning even to pretend a juftiiication of 
their condiift, they facrificed the lives of 
-millions to the gratification of their kifatia- 
' ble avarice and luft pf power. In Britain, 
where the maxims of freedom v/ere ftiil 
knowni but where luxury and difllpation 
had diminifhed the Wohtcd reverence for 
^em, the attack- haV been carried on in a 
more fecret and indireft manner : Corrup- 
tion has been employed^ to nndermine'them. 
The Americans tire not enervated by effer 
minahcy, . like the inhabitants, pf India j nor 
debauched by luxury, like thofe of Great 
Britain: It was therefore j ud^ed proper to 
aflail them by bribery^ or by imdifguifecj 
force. Plaufible . fyftems wef e . ; formed ; 
fpecious pretences wer^ made : -^U the arts 
pf fophiftry were tried to fhew, ,'that the 
JBritiih miniftry had, by law-, a righf-to en- 
flave US; • The 'firft .and beft m^xi^i? of the 
conftitution, venerable to Britpns and to 
Americans, were perverted and prophaned. 
The power of parfitiment d^riysH from the 
people to bind the people, was extended 
over thofe from whom it was never derived. 
It is afferted, that a Handing army may be 
conftitutionally kept among us, without our 
ppnient. Thefe principles, diflionourable 

to 
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to thofc who adopted them, and deftrucSlivc 
to thofe, to whom they were applied, were 
neverthelefs carried into execution by the 
foes of liberty and of mankind ; ads of par- 
liament, ruinous to America, and unfervice- 
able to Britain, were made to bind us. Ar- 
mies, maintained by the parliament, . were 
fent over to fecure their operation. The 
power, however, and the .canning of our ad- 
verfaries, were alike unfuccefeful. We re- 
fufed to thieir parliament an obedience; 
which our judgments difapproved of: We ro 
fufed to their armies a fubmiffion, which fpi- 
rits unaccuftomed to llavery, could. not brook; 
- But while we fpurned a difgraceful fub- 
jeftion, we weW far from running into raih; 
or . feditious meafures of oppofition. .Filled 
with fentiments of loyalty to our fovereign, 
and .of afFed:ion« a^&d' refped:. for our, fellow 
fubjeds in Britain; we petitioned, wc {nj>^ 
plicated, we expoftuiated :-^Onr prajrers 
were reje<fted:-**Our remonftrances were dif-» 
regarded : — Our grievances were accumula- 
ted. All this did not provoker us lo violence. 
An appeal to the juftice and humanity of 
thofe who had injured us, and were bound 
to redrefs our injuries, were ineffed:ual ; wc 
next refolved to niake an appeal to their in- 
tereft )- though by doing fo we knew we muft 
facrifice our Own, and (which gave us equal 
uneafihefs) that of our friends who had ne- 
ver offended us, and who were connedled 
with us by a fympathy of feelings under op- 

preffions 
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f^rdlloiis £inikr to our own* We rt£^^ 
to give up our commeFce, thai: we m^ht 
|)rcferve our liberty. Wc ftitttei»d ourfelves 
thsA, when, by yrithdrzwrng our cofUJiaerciai 
intercGurfe with BritSM, which we had aa 
^mdoubtcd right either to withdraw or to con- 
tinue, her trade fhould be diminifhed^ her 
xevenues impaired, and her manufaiStures 
«Eneiiiployed, our miniilerial foes would be 
Mduced by intereft, or corap^Jfid \^ necef- 
fity, to depart £rom the f^lan of tyi:anay which 
d^y had fb long pur^ed» aiid to {nhO^tnt^^ 
in its place, a fyftem moce^iWjBp^tiblp wil^ 
tike freedom of Amedca^ and the j !iii(iice >Qf 
Britain^ That this fcheme of ndUr-impor- 
tation and ncn^.exportntion oaight be pr-odac^ 
tive of the defired efFe^s, we were cixliged 
fiD include l?he iilands m fU From this ne* 
TcsSitfy and^ from this jsieceility along, has 
€fj^ condyjdt towards them j^roceeded. By 
convfinting. your fugar -j^hnt^iom into fields 
€if grain, youjoan f^^pp^y ycuri^lv^s with the 
necefiaries of life : Whijip ^hef^reient us>hap- 
py druggie ihail co&tixmki we cannot do' 
more* 

Bujt why fliould we roafce an apology to 
fhe patriotic Aflembiy of Jamaica, who know 
lb well the value of liberty ; who arc .fo &n- 
fible of the extreme dang^ tp which ours is 
cxpofed ; and who forei^ bow certainly the 
fteftruddofi of ours muft be followed by the 
deftru&ion of their own ? 

We 
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We receive uncommon pleafure from 6h^ 
ferving the principles of our righteous oppo^ 
fitiott d5f!iii^ili^i3 by your approbation : 
We feel the warnfteff gratitude- for your pd- 
thetic mediation in ow befhatf with the 
crown* It was indeed unavaifing-— but are 
you to blame ?— -Mournful experience teJfe 
PS, that petitions are often rejeifted, whil^ 
the fentiments and condudt of the petitioners 
entitle what th^y offer to a happier fate. 

That our petitions have been treated with 
difdain i& now bec€wne the fmalleft plrt of 
cur cornplaint: Minifterial infolence is Idi^ 
in minifterial barbarity. It has> by an ex-^ 
ertion peculiarly ingenious,, procured thofe 
very mcafures,^ which it laid u^ under thef 
hard neceffity of purfuing,, to be ftigmati^erf 
in parliament as rebellious : It has employed 
additional fleets and armies for the inramou^ 
purpofe.of compelling us to abandon themr 
It has plunged us in all the horrors and caEa-- 
mities of civil war : It has caufed the trea-' 
fure and the blood of Britons (formerly GieAt 
afcnd expended for far other ends) to befpilt 
«id wafted in theexecriafele defign of fpread-^ 
iiig flavery ovfer BritWh America : It will not,, 
however, accompllfii' its aim : In the worflJ 
of contingences, a choice will ftill be left^,' 
ii4M:eh it never can' prevent us from making. 

The peculiar fttibttion ofyour ifland^ftil^-*^ 
bids yout* affiftance;. But we have your g66i' 

wiihes. From the ^^± wiftie^of the frieiid* 
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of liberty and mankind wc fliall always dc-' 
rive conlolation. 

Ordered, That a fair copy be made out, to 
be figned by the prefident, and tranfmitted 
by the firft opportunity. 

The congrefs then refuming the report of 
the Committee of the whole, came to the 
following refolutions. 

• Refolved that a body of forces, not exceed- 
ing five thoufand, be kept up in the New 
York department, for the purpofe of defend- 
ing that part of America, and for fecuring 
the lakes, and protecting the frontiers from 
incurfions and invafions, 
. That a further fum, amounting to the 
value of one million of Spanifh milled dollars 
be ftruck in bills of thirty dollars each. 

As the figning fo great a number of bills 
as has been dired:ed to be ilTued by this Con- 
grefs, will require more time than the* mem- 
bers can poffibly devote to that bufineis, con- 
fiftent with the attention due to the public 
fcrvice. 

Refolved, That the following gentlemen 
be appointed and fully authorifed to fign the 
fame, viz. Luke Morris, Samuel Meredith, 
Judah Foulke, Samuel Morris, Frederick 
Kuhl, Robert Strettle Jones, Thomas Coombe, 
Ellis Lewis, John Meafe, Thomas Lawrence^ . 
Daniel Clymer, John Maxwell Ne{bit,Tho- 
ilias Barclay, John Bayard, William Craig, 
Thomas Barto, John Shee, Ifaac Hazlehurft, 
Robert Roberts, Anthony Morris, Mordecai 

Lewis, 
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'Lewis, George Mifflin, Robert Tucknifs, 
Andrew Bunner, William Jackfon, Jofeph 
Sims, James Milligati, and James Reed. 

That each of the continental bills be num- 
bered and figried by two of the above gentle- 
men. 

That each gentleman, who figns the conti- 
iiental bills, be allowed and paid out bf the 
continental treafury, one dollar and one third 
of a dollar, for each and every thoufand bills, 
iigned aiid numbered by him; 

That the gentlemen appointed to number, 
, and fign the bills do give their receipts for 
the lame, expreffing the number arid deno- 
mination of them > and after numberitig and 
figning themi fliall deliver the fame to the 
continental treafury, taking their receipts For 
the bills' io delivered; . ^ 

On motion, . refolved; That Mr. Kaffatuel 

. Adams, Mr, Lee, and Mr. J. Rutledge, with 

the fecretary, be a Committee to revife the 

Journal of this Congrefs> and prepare it for 

the prefs. 

Adjourned fill tor-niorroW at 8 o'clock* 

WEDNESDAY, July 2d> 1775. 

Met ai^cording tb adjournments 

^ Agreeable to order, the Congrefs refumed 
the confiderktioh of the report of the Com- 
fnittee for eftablijQiing a poft ', and the fkmcr 
being debated j was agreed to as follows. 

Aa * That 



That a poft-mavter-general he appointed? 
for the united Colonies, who fliall hold his 
office at Philadelphia, and ihall be allowed a 
falary of i coo dollars per annum, for himfelf,. 
and 340 dollars per annum, for a fecretary 
and comptroller, with power to appoint fuch,. 
and fo many deputies as to him may feem. 
propcz 4nd' necellary. 

'. . ; Tliat. a line of poPiS be appointed under 
the diredlion of the poft-mafter general, from 
Falmouth, in_ New England^ to Savannah^ 

. in Georgia, with as many cf ofs polls as be 
iliall think fit. 
.^. That the allowance to the deputies, in lieu. 

i of.ialaiy and all contingent expences, mall 

c.rbe 20 per cent. 'on the fums they colled: and 

.. 'pay into the general poil-ofi^ce annually,, 
whdn the whole is under or not exceeding 

- 1 coo dollars,, and ten per cent, for all fums 
aBove 1000 dollars a year. 

That tlic feveral deputies account quarterly 

. with -the general poft-ofBce, and the polt- 
mafter general annually with the Continental. 
treafurers,^when he fliall pay into the receipt 
o^ftlic^aid treafurers the profits of the poft- 
oflice ; and if the neceflary expence of this, 
eftablifhment £hould exceed the produce of 
it, the deficiency fliall be made good by the 
united Colonies, and paid to the pofl-mafler 
general by the Continental treafurers. 

On motion made, refolved. That it be re- 
commended to the pofl-mafler general to 
eflablifh a v/eekly pofl to South- Carolina. 

That. 
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That it be left to the poft-maller general to 
"appoint a fecretary and comptroller, . 

The Congrefs then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a poft-mafter generd fpr one year, and 
until another is appointed by a future Con- 
grefs, when Benjamin Franklin, Efq ; was, 
unanimouily chofen. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o^clock. 

THURSDAY, July 27, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Congrefs took into coniideration the 
report of the Committee on eftablifhing an 
hofpital for the army, and the fame being 
debated, was agreed to as follows. 

That for the eftablifhment of an hofpital 
for an army confifting of twenty thoufand 
I men, the following officers and other atten- 
dants be appointed with the following al- 
lowance or pay, viz. 

One diredtor general and xrhief phyiician, 
his pay per day four dollars.. 

Four furgeons, each ditto one and one 
third of a dollar. 

One apothecary, -ditto, one and one third 
.of a dollar. 

. Twenty furgeons mates^ each ditto, twp 
thirds of a dollar. 

One clerk ditto, two thirds of a dollar. ' 

Two ilore-keepers, each four dollars per 
.niOBth. 

A a ii One 
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One nurfe t© every ten fick, one fifteenth 
of a dollar per day, or two dollars per month. 
Labourers occalionally. 

4 

The duty of the above officers. 

The diredtor to furnifh medicines, bed- 
ding, and all other neceflaries, to pay for the 
fame, fuperintend the whole, and make his 
report to, and receive orders from, the com- 
mander in chief. 

Surgeons, apothecary, and mates^ to vifit 
and attend the fick, and the mates to obey 
the orders pf the phyficians, furgepns and 
apothecary. 

Matron. To fuperintend the nurfes, bed- 
ding, &c. 

Nurfes. To attend the fick and obey the 
matron's orders. 

Clerk. To keep accounts for the direftor 
and ftore-keepers. 

Store-keeper. To receive and deliver the 
bedding arjd other peceflaries by order of the 
direftor. 

The Congrefs then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of officers for the hofpital, when 

Benjamin Church was unanimoufly elected, 
to be director of, and phyfician in, the hoi*- 
pital. 

Refolved, That the appointment of the 
four furgeons a^d the apothecary be left tQ 
DpfSpr B* Church. 

That the mates be appointed by the fur- 
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That the number of mates do not exceed 
twenty. 

That the number be pot kept in cdnftant 
pay, unlefs the lick and wounded fhould be 
lb numerous ^ to require the attendance of 
twenty, and to be diminilhed as circumftan- 
ces will admit, for which. purpofe the pay id 
fixed by the day, that they m^y only receive 
pay for adtual fervice. 

That one clerk, two ftore-keepers, and 
one nurfe tq eyety ten fick be appdihted by 
fhe direftor. " ^ 

Upon motion made, refolved. That the 
payrnafter give bond with two fureties, in 
the fum of fifty ' thoufaixd dollars, for the 
faithful performance of his office. -^ -- 

That me bond be made payable to the fame 
perfons, to whom the bonds of the Conti- 
nental treafurers are payable, 

James Wafren, Efij; was then unani- 
poufly elected paymafter general/ 

Refolved, That the paymafter in the New 
York department give bond to the fame 
perfons as above directed, with two fureties, 
. Ill the fum of 2 5,000 dollars, for the faithful 
performance of his office. 
' Adjourned till to-mofrow at 8 o'clock. 

FRIDAY^ July 28, 1775. 

Met ! according to adjounrment. , 

Ordered, That Mr. M*Kean,' and Mr. 
Wilfon, prepare the form of bonds for tTie 
continental treafurers to execute. . 

The 
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The Congrefs then proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a Paymafter for the Forces in the 
New- York department, when Jonathan 
Triimbtill, jun. Efq; v/as unanimoufly elec- 
ted to that office. ^ 

The Addrefs to the People of Ireiandhe- 
ing again read by paragraphs, * was agreed to 

as follows : 

» 

T!o the People of Ireland. From the delegates 
appointed by the United Colonies of New 
Hampjhirej Majjachufetts-Ray y Rbode-IJland 
4ind Providence • Plant ationsj ConneSticut^ 
New-Tor ky New-Jerfeyy Pennfylvania, the 
Lower Counties on Delaware^ Maryland, 
Virginuiy North-Carolina and South Caro- 
linay in General .Congrefs at Philadelphia^ 
the loth of May^ '775v 

Friends and Feliow Subjefts, 

AS the important conteft, into which wc 
have been driven, is now become interefting 
to every European ftate, and particularly af- 
fefts the members of the Britifh empire, .wsc 
think it our duty to addrefs you on' the fub- 
jedt. We are defirous, as is natural to in- 
jured innocence, of pofiefling 'the good opi- 
nion of the virtuous and ^ humane — We are 
peculiarly defirous of furnifhing you with a 
trjie flate of our motives and objects ; the 
better to enable you to judge of our coiiduft 
with accuracy, and determine the merits of 
the con trovcrfy with impartiality and pre- 
cifton. 

However 
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However incredible it may appear, that, 
at this enlightened period, the leaders of a 
nation, which in every age has facrificed he- 
catombs of her braveft patriots on the altar 
"of liberty, fhonld prefume gravely to aflert 
' and, by fqrce of arms, attempt to eftablifh 
' an arbitrary" f\vay over the lives, liberties, 
and property of their fellow Tul^^ifts in Ame- 
rica ; it is neverthelefs a moll deplorable and 
indifputable truth. 

Thefe Colonies Have, from the time of 
their firft fettlement, for near two cent uries^ 
' peaceably enjoyed thofe very rights, of which 
the Minifty have, for ten years paft, endea- 
voured, by fraud, and by violence to deprive 
them. At the conclufion of the laft war 
the genius of England and the fpirit of wif- 
dom, as if offended at the ungrateful treat- 
ment of their fons, withdrew from the Bri- 
tish counfels and left that nation a prey to a 
race of minifters, with whom" ancient Eng- 
lifh honefty and , benevolence difdained to 
dwell. From thatperiod, jealoufy, difcontent, 
oppreffion and difcord have raged among all 
his Majefty's fubjcfts ; and filled every part 
of his dominions with diftrcfs and complaint. 
Not content with our purchafing of Bri- 
tain at her own price, cloathing and a thou- 
fand other articlts ufed by near three milli- 
ons of people on this vaft continent ; not la- 
tisfied with the amazing profits arifingfrom 
the monopoly of our trade, without giving 
us either time to breathe after a long though 

glorious 
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.glorious war, or the leaft credit for the blood 
and treafure wie have expended in it ; — -Not- 
withftanding the zeal we had manifefted for 
the ferviee of our fovereign, and the wariip- 
eft attachment to the conilitution of Britain 
and the people of England, a black and hor- 
rid defign was formed to convert u^ .froiii 
freemen into flaves, from fubjefts into vaf- 
fals, and from friends into enemies., ^ ; 

Taxes for the firft. time fince we landed on 
the American fhores, were, without our con- 
fent, impofed upon us ; an urjconftitutional 
edid: to conapel us to furnifli neceffaries. for 
a.ftanding army, that we wi£hed to fee djf- 
banded, was.iiTued; and the legiflature- of 
N^w-York,fufpended for refufipg to comply 
sWith it. Our antient and ineilimable Hght 
:.Qf trial by jury was, in man^y inftancps>. ^ho- 
iiflied-j; and the common law of the land 
ma!de ito give, place to Admiralty juri/dic^ii- 
ons, judges were reaxdered, by. the tenure of 
^thcur, commifiions, entirely dependent on ' 
the will of a minifter^ New crimes were 
arbitrarily created; and new courts, un- 
known tpf the CQnijtitutiqii,^ inftituted . Wiqk- 
cd and iniidious Oovexftors have, been fet over 
lis; and dutiful petitions .for th? removal 
of even the nQtprioully ,infaf3pLpus . Goygrjgior 
Hutchinfon,,,we*r<e brandeui with theqppro- 
bious appellation of fcandaloiiis and defama- 
tory. Hardy attempts have, been maun- 
der colpur of parliamentary authority to {jeifZQ 
Americrans, and carry them to Great Britain 

to 



to be tried for ofFences committed in th6 cok 
Ionics, Ancient cfeiartcrs have no Xotigtr- 
remained facred, that, of Maflachufetts-iBav; 
Was violated -, and their form of government 
effentially mutilated and transformQd;, On 
pretence of puniihibg a violation. :of fome. 
private property, comitiitted by aL'few dif-.. 
guifed individuals, the populaiisa.'and flou- 
riihing tow^n of Bolton was fouroundft^^fey; 
fleets and armies ; its trade deftroyfed; . its 
port blocked up ; and thirty thoufanci citi- 
zens fubjedted to all the miferies attending 
fo fudden a convulfioa.invth^^ir commercial 
metropolis ;. and to remove every gbftacle to 
the rigorous execution .of this fyftem of op- 
preflion, an -.a^ of parKam.ent was pafled evx*- 
dently calculated to indemnify thofci who 
might, in the profecution of it, even em-« 
brue their hands in the blood of the inha- 
bitants. 

Though prefled by.fuch an accumulation . 
of undeferved injuries America ilill renjiepi-' 
bered her _duty to her fovereign. A Con- 
grefs, tx>nfiftjing of deputies from twelves -^ 
United Colonies affembled. They in the., 
moft rcfpeftful terms lard their grievances at 
the foot of tlie throne^ and implored, his 
Majefty's interpofition in their behalf. Th^y ^ 
alfo agreed to fufjpendall trade with MSreat . 
Britain, Ireland and the Wefl-Indies, hop- , 
ing, by this, peaceable mode of oppofition, 
to obtain that juftice from the Britilh. minis- 
try which had: been fo Jong fojicited in vain, 

B b And 
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And here permit us to affure you, that it was: 
with the utmoft reluftance we could prevail 
upon ourfelves to ceafe our commercial con- 
nections wi^h your ifland.-— Your parliament 
had done us no wrong — ^You had ever been 
friendly to the rights of mankind ; and we, 
acknowledge, with pleafure and gratitude,, 
that your nation has produced Patriots, who 
have nobly diftinguifhcd themfelves in the 
caufe of humanity and America. On the 
other hand, we were not ignorant that the 
labor and manufactures of Ireland, like thofe 
of the filk-worm, wire of little moment to 
berfelf I but ferved only to give luxury to 
thfife> who neither toil nor fpin.— We per- 
ceived, that if we continued our commerce 
with you, our agreement not to import from 
Brit^iii would be fruitlefs ; and were there-- 
fore compelled to adopt a mcafure, to which 
nothing but abfolute neceffity would have re- 
conciled us^-It gave us however, fonac con- 
fQlatiMb to refled:, that ihould it occafioft 
much diftrefe, the fertile regions of America 
would afford you aXafe afylum from poverty, 
and in tinxe from oppreflion al£b — an afylum,. 
in which miny thoufends of your country- 
men, have found hofpitality, peace and af- 
fluence ; and become united to us by all the 
ties of confanguinity, mutual intereft and 
affection — Nor did the Congrefs ftop here—- 
Flattered by a pleafing expe<3:ation, that the. 
juftice and humanity which had fo long cha* 
radterized the £ngli(h Nation, would an 
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proper application, afford us^ rdiefj they 
reprefentcd their grievances in an affedionate 
addrefs to their brethren in Britain, and in*- 
treated their aid and interpofition in behalf 
of thefe Colonies. 

The more fully to evince their refpcd: for 
their Sovereign, the unhappy people of^Bot 
ton were requefted by the Congrefs to fub^- 
mit with patience to their fate^ and all 
America united in a refolution to abftain 
^rom every fpecies of violence — During th^s 
period, that devoted town fuffered unfpeat- 
ably. Its inhabitants were infulted and their 
property violated — Still relying on the cle- 
mency and juftice of his Majefty and the 
nation, they permitted a few regiments to 
take poffeffion of their town ;; to furround it 
with fortifications, and to cut off all inter- 
courfe between them and their friends in the 
country. 

With anjxious cXpcAalioh did all America 
wait the event of their petition— Ail America, 
laments its fate— Their Prince waS deaf to 
their complaints: And vain were all attempts 
to imprcfs him with a fenfe of the fufer- 
ings of his American fubjeds; of the cruel- 
ty of their Tafk-MafterSi and of the many 
plagues which impended over his dominions^ 
Inftead 6f dirc<5tions for a candid enquiry in- 
to our grievances, infuk was added to op- 
jpreilion, and dur long forbearance rewarded 
with the imputatioa of cowardice. Our 
trade with foreign flates was prohibited; 
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and an a<3: of Parliament paffeld to prevent 
our even fifhing on our own coafts — Our 
pfeaieable Affemblies for the purpofe of con- 
fulting the coqimon fafety, were declared 
feditious ; and our aflerting the very rights 
whSch: placed the Crown of Great-Britain 
on the heads of the three fucceffive princes 
of tMehoufe of Hanover, ftiled rebellion — 
OrHcrs were given to reinforce the" troops in 
'America—The wild and barbarous fav^jiges 
of thewildernefs have been folicited by gifts 
to take up the hatchet againft us ; and infti- 
;ated to deluge our fettlements with the 
ilood of innocent and defcncelefs women 
andxhildren— The whole cpun try was more- 
over alarmed with the expeded horrors of 
domcf^tc infurreftions— Refinements in- pa- 
rental cruelty, at which the genius of Bri- 
tain muft blufli4- "Refinements which ad- 
mit not of being even recited without hor- 
ror, tif pradtifed w^lthdut infamy ! We fliould 
be. happy were thefe dark machinations the 
mere fuggeftions of fuipicion-r-We are forry 
to declare, that we are poffeffed of the moft 
autKentic^aifd indubitable' evidence. of their 
realrty; . , 

The riiiniftry, -bent on pulling down the 
pillars of the conftitution, endeavoured to 
ereO: the'ftandard^of defpotifm in America ; 
and if fuccefsfiil, Britain . and Ireland may 
ihudder af the cbnfequences ! \ 

Three of the moft experienced Generals 

are fent to .wage war with their fdllo'w fub- 
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jedls ; , and Ammc^ is amazed ^ to . |ind the 
name of Howe in the catalogue of her ene- 
mies — Sh^ loved his brotKer. -^ 

Defpairing of driving the Colonies to re- 
finance by any other means th^n actual hof- 
tility, a detachment of the. army at Bofton 
marched into the country in all the array of 
war i and unprovoked, fired upon, and killed 
feveral of the inhabitants — The neighbour- 
ing farmers fuddenly affembled, and repelled 
the attack — From this, all communication 
between the town and country was inter- 
cepted — The citizens petitioned the General 
for permiflion tQ leaye the .tow^n, and he 
promised on furrenderihg their arms, to per- 
.mit thern tq depart with their. otXier effecfts-^ 
They accordingly, furrendered their ^rms, 
and the General violated his faith — Under 
various,, pre tencp§j, paflports were delayed 
and denied ; and^many thoufands of the in- 
habitants are at this day confined in the 
town in the utmoft wretcheaiiefs and want 
—The lame, the blind, and the fick, have 
indeed been turned out into the neighbour- 
ing fields ; and fbme, eluding the vigilance 
of the fentinels, have efcaped from the town 
by fwimming to the adjacent fhores. 

The war having thus began on the part 
of General Gage's troops, the country arm- 
ed and embodied. The re-inforcements 
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-from Ireland foon ^fter arrived; a vigorous 
attack was then' made upon the Provincial s^ — 
In their march the troops furrounded the 

town 
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town of (lihafleftown, confifting of abont 400 
houfes, then recently abandoned to efcape the 
fury of a relentlefs foldiery. Having plun- 
dered the houfes, they fet fire tq the town, 
and reduced it Id afties— To this wanton 
wafte of property, unknown to civilized na- 
tions, they were prompted, the better to 
conceal their approach under cover of the 
fmoak. A ftiocking mixture of cowardice 
and cruelty, which then firft tamifhed the 
luftre of the Britifh arnis^ when aimed at a 
brother's breaft ! — But bteffed' be God, they 
were reft rained from committing farther ra- 
vages, by the lofs of a very conliderable part 
of their arriiy, including many of their mbft 
experienced officers — Tnfe lofs of the inha- 
bitants was inconfiderable. 

Compelled therefore to behold thoufands 
of our countrymen inprifoned, and men, 
women, and childred, involved in promif- 
cuous and unmeritted tnifery — When we 
find all faith at an end, and facrcd treaties 
turned into tricks of ftite — When we per- 
cieve our friends and kmfmen mafTacred, 
our habitations plundered, our houfes in 
flames, and their once happy inhabitants fed 
only by the hand of charity — ^Who can blame 
iis for endeavouring to reftrain the progrefs 
of defolation ? Who can cenfure our repel- 
ling the attacks of fuch a barbarous band ? 
Who, in fuch circumftanccs, would not obey 
the great, the univerfal, the divine law of 
felf-prefervation ? 

Though 
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Though vilified as wanting fpirit, wc ^r^ 
determined to hebave like men — Though 
infulted and abujfed, wc wifh for reconcilia- 
tion—Though defamed as feditious, we arc 
ready to obey the laws — ^And though charged 
with rebellion, will chearfiilly bleed in de- 
fence of our fovereign in a righteous caufe 
—What more can we fej?— What more 
can we offer ? . 

But we forbear to trouble you with a te- 
<^us detail of the various and fruitlefs offers 
and applications we have repeatedly made, 
not for penfions, for Ayealth^ or for honors, 
but for the humbk boon of beii][g permitted 
to poffefs the fruits of hojieft induftry, and 
to enjoy that degf^ of feWrty, tp. lyhich Qo^ 
and this conftitutioji have given us aq un-*^ 
doubted right. ^ 

JEBi^^Ssd witl^ an indiiloluble union, with a 
variety of internal refources, and with a firni 
relianj:e on the juftice of the fupreme difpofer 
of aJft human events, we liave no doubt of 
si&Bg fuperior to all the machinations of 
caril and abandoned minifters. We already 
^ticipate the golded period, when liberty, 
with all thegentle arts of peace and humanity, 
(hall eftabliih her mild dominion in this 
weftern world, and trt6t eternal monuments 
to the memory" of thofe virtuous patriots and 
martyrs, who ihall have fought and bled and 
fuffered in her caufe. 

Accept our moll graceful acknowledgments 
for the firiendly difpofition you have always* 
fliewn towards us— We know that you are 

not 
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liot without your grievances — ^We fympa- 
thize with you in your diftrcfs, and arc 
plcafed to find that the defign of fubjugating 
us, hasperfuad^d adminiftration to difpenfeto 
Ireland, fome vagrant rays of minifterial fun- 
ftiine — Even the tender mercies of govern- 
ment have long been cruel towards you — In 
Ae rich paftures of Ireland, many hungry 
parricides have fed, and grown ftrong to 
labour in its deftrudion. We hope the pa- 
tient abiding of the meek may not always be 
forgotten ; and God grant that the iniquitous 
fchemes of exterpating Liberty from the 
Britifh empire may be foon defeated. But 
we fliould be wanting to ourfelves; we fhould 
be perfidious to pofterity; we fhould be 
unworthy- that anceftry from which we 
derive out defcent, fhould we fubmit with 
folded arms to military butchery and depreda- 
tions, to gratify the lordly ambition, or fa- 
tiate the avarice of a Britifh Miniflry. In 
defence of our perfon^ and properties,: under 
ad:ual violation, we have taken up arms — 
When that violence fhall be removed, and 
Jioftilities ceafe on the part of the aggreffors, 
they fhall ceafe on our part alfo — For . the 
atchievement of this happy event, we confide 
in the good offices of our fellow fubjed:s be- 
yond the Atlantic. Of their friendly difpofi- 
tion we do not yet defpond ; aware as they 
niuft be, that they have nothing more to 
expedt from the fame common enemy, than 
the humHe favour of being lafl devoured. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock. , 

SATUR- 



. SATURDAY, July 29, 1775.' 

Met according to adjournment, 

. The Congtefs refiimed the confideratiori 
of the report from the Committee Off the 
whole, and cam€ to the following fefolutioft: 

Refolved, That the pay of the Comtoif- 
fary General of Mufters be 40 doUars per 
month. 

Deputy Comtniflary General of Stores and 
Provifions 60 dollars per ditto. 
, Deputy Adjutant* General 50 dollars per 
ditto. 

Deputy Mufter-Mafter-Gcneral 40 dollars 
per ditto. 

Brigade-Major 3 3 dollars per ditto* 

Comniiflary of Artillery 30 doUaf s per 
ditto. 

Judge Advocate 20 dollars per ditto^ 

Colonel 50 dollars per ditto. 

Lieutenant-Colonel 40 dollars per dif to, ' 
. Major 33 dollars and one- third perdi,tto% 

Captain 20 dollars^ per ditto* 

Lieutenant a 3 dollars and one-third per 
ditto. 

E^figil 10 dollars per ditto. 

Serjeant 8 dollars per ditto, - 

Corporal, Drummer^ and Fifer^ each 7 
dollars and one-^third per ditto. - ^ 

Private 6 dollars and two-thirds per ditto* 

Adjutant 18 dollars and one-third per 
ditto. ^ . 

Quarter Mailer 18. dollars ahd^orte-third 
per ditto, 

C c . Chaplain 
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Chaplain 20 dollars per ditto. 
That the pay of the light-infanf ry be the 
i*ame as that in the regiment, from a captain 
to a private, both inclufive. 

That in the artillery the pay be of a captain 
z6 dollars and two thirds per month. 
Captain lieutenant zo dollars per ditto. 
Lieutenant iiril and fecond 1 8 dollars and 
one third per ditto. 

Lieutenant fireworker 1 3 dollars and one 
third per ditto. 

Serjeant^ dollars and one third per ditto^ 
Corporal 7 dollars and a half per ditto. 
Bombardier 7 dollars per ditto. 
Matrofs 6 dollars and five fixths of a dollar 
per ditto. 

That the appointment of provoft-marfhal, 
waggon-mafter, and mafter carpenter, be left 
to the commander in chief of the army, who 
is to fix their pay, having regard to the pay 
they, receive in the minifterial army, and the 
proportion that the pay of the officers in faid 
. army bears to the pay of our officers. 

William Tudor, Efq ; was eleded judge 
advocate to the army. 

Refolved, That Michael Hillegas and 
George Clemer, Efquires, be joint treafurers 
of the united Colonies : That the treafurers 
refide in Philadelphia^ and that they fhall 
give bond with furety for the faithful per- 
formance of their office, in the fum of one 
hundred thoufand dollars to John Hancock, 
Henry Middleton, John Dickinfon, John 

Alfop, 
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Alfop, Thomas Lynch, Richard Henry Lee, 
and James Wilfon, Efquires, and the flirvivor 
of them in truft for the united Colonies. 

That the provincial aflemblies or conven- 
tions do each chufe a trcafurer for their re- 
fpedtive Colonies, and take fufficient fecurity 
for the faithful performance of the truft. 

That each Colony provide ways and means 
to fink its proportion of the bills ordered to 
be emitted by this Congrefs, in fuch manner 
as may be moft efFeftual and beft adapted to 
the condition, circumftances and equal mode 
of levying taxes in fuch Colony. 

That the proportion or quota of fuch Co* 
lony be determined according to the number 
of inhabitants of all ages, including negroes 
and mulattoes in each Colony ^ but as this 
cannot at prefent be affertained, that the 
quotas of the feveral Colonies be fettled for 
the prefent as follows, to undergo a revifion 
and correftion, when the lift of each Colony 
is obtained. : 

• * • « 

New-Hamp(hire, - - - 124069 i-half, 
MaflacHufctts Bay, -. - - 434244 
Rhode Ifland, - i. - * - 7 '959 i-half. 
Connefticut, - ^ ^ . 248139 
New- York, - - - - 248139 
New-Jcrfey, w . ,. 161290 i-half, 
. Pennfylvania, - - - - 372208 i-balf, 
Delaware, • ^ ... 37219 i-half. 
Maryland, - - - - 310174 i-h^lf^ 
Virginia, • - - . 496278 



North-Carolina, - -' - 24813^ 
So^thfCarolina^ ri r * ^4^1 39 
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That each Colony pay its' rcfpcftive qucxtA 
in four equal annual payxiiQnts, the firft pay-, 
ment to be made on or. before the laft day o^ 
November, whith will be in the year of our 
Lord, 1779 ; the fecond or before the laft day 
of November 1780 ;., the third, on or before 
the laft day of November, 178 1, and the. 
fourth or laft, on or before the laft day of 
NxDvember, 1782 ; aiidthat for this end the* 
feveral provincial afiemhlies or conventions 
pi avid^ for laying and levying taxes in their* 
refpijftive Provinces or Coloijies,' towards: 
finking the continental bills : That the faid: 
bills he received by the colledors in pay- 
ment of fuch taxes, "and be by the collectors' 
paid into the hands of the provincial trca^ 
iiirers^ with- all Tuch other monies asthe)ii 
mfcy receive in lieu of the continental bills^ 
wftibh other mDriies the faid provincial ttea-^ 
forers^ fliall endeavour to get • exchanged for 
qontinental bills, and where that cannot be 
done, ftiall fend to the continental treafurers;. 
the d^ci^ncy in ^filver> or gpld, with the 
bills making up the quota to he funk in that 
ye^ir, taking care ta cut by a circular punch 
of an inch diameter an hok in each bill, and - 
and to crofs the fame, thereby to render 
them uhpaflable, though the fiim or value is 
to feii;iain fairly legible. Arid the conti- 
neiital treafurers, "as faft as they receive the 
faid quotas, fhall with ^the^ alliftance of a 
Committee of $ve perfons, , to be appointed 
by the Congrefs^ if fitting, vt by the aflem- 
. . , ■ bly 
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bly or convention x>f the province of Pennlyl- 
vania^ examine and count the continental 
bills, and in. the prefence of the faid Com- 
mittte burn and deftroy them^ And the 
filver and gold fept them to make up the de- 
ficiencies qf quotas, they fliall retain in theic 
hands' ufttil demanded in redemption of con-* 
tinental bills that may be, brought to them 
for that purpofe, which bills fp redeemed, 
tl)0y ihall alfo burn and deftroy in prefence 
of the faid Committee. And the faid trea-i 
furers, whenever they have filver or gold in 
their hands for the redemption of continen- 
tal bills, fhall adyertifd the fame, fignifying 
that he is ready to give filver or gold for fuch 
bills to all perfonis requiringat in exchange. 

The Provincial treafurers and collector! 
^c to have fuch allowances for their refpec* 
tivafervices as fhall he dire(3:€d by the feveral 
Aflemblies or Conventions, to be paid bjr 
their refpedlive Province or Colony, . . . 

That the continental treafurers be allowed 
for .their fervice this year five hundred dollars 
each, 

Refolved, That the Paymafter General^ 
Commiifary Qeneral, Q^arter-Mafter Ge- 
neral, and every of their deputies, fhall 
take an oath truly and faithfully to difchargc 
the duties of their refpeftive ftations. 

Ordered, That the Continental Treafurers 
do pay to CoL William Thompfon, or his 
Qf^tr, 50Q0 dollars^ on account, being by 
advance for the fervice of abattaUon of Kifia 
Men under his command. 

Refolved, 



Rcfolved, That this Congrefs will, as 
foon as the public l)ufinef8 permits, adjourn 
to the Fifth of September next. 

Refolved, That the Congrefs will on 
Monday next confider of the ftate of trade, 
after the Tenth of next September. 

Mr, M^Kean, from the Committee re- 
ported the form of a bond, to be given by 
the Joint Continental Trcafurers. 

Ordered, That the faid Committee do in-^ 
fptO. into the fufficiency of the fureties. 

Adjourned till Monday, at 8 o'clock, 

MONDAY, July 31, 177^. 

Met according to adjournment. 

. The Congrefs took intotfonfideration the 
report of the Committee, on the refolve of 
the Houfe of Commons, and the fame being 
debated by paragraphs, 'was agreed to as 
follows: i 

The fevferal aflemblies of New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, and Virginia, having referred 
to the Congrefe a refolution of the Houfe of 
Commons of Great Britain, which refolution 
is in thefe words : 

Lunae, 20 die Feb. 1775. 
I'be Houfe in a Committee on the American 
papers. Motion made^ and quejiion propojed. 

That it is the opinion of ibis Committee , that 
nvhen the General Council and AJfembfyy or G^- 
neral Court of any of his Majejlys Provinces or 
Colonies in America, Jhall propofe to make pro-- 
vifon according to the condition, (irctfm/lance^ 

$r 
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4>r^tuatiM of fucb Province or Colony, for con^ 
iributing their proportion to the common defence 
{/ucb proportion to be raifed under the authority 
of the General Court, or General jijfembly* of 
fucb Pr'Ovince or Cplom, and difpofable by par^ 
liament) and fhall engage to make provifton alfo, 
for the fupport of the civil government , and the 
adminijlration ofjujjtice in fucb Province or Co-- 
lony, it will be proper if fucb propofal fhall be ap' 
proved by his Majefty and the twoHoufes of Par -^ 
liament, and for fo long as fucb provtfton fhall be 
made accordingly, to forbear in reJpeSi of fucb 
Province or Colony to lay any duty, tax, or of-- 
feffment, except only fucb duties as it may be ex^ 
pedient to continue to levy or impofe, for the re-- 
gulation of comm^ce ; the net produce of the 
duties laji mentioned, to be carried to the account 
of fucb Province or Colory refpeSlively. 

The Congrcfs took the faid rcfolution 
into conlideration, and are thereupon of 
opinion. 

That the Colonics of America are enti- 
tied to the fole and exclufive privilege of 
giving and granting their own money : That 
this involves a right of deliberating whether 
they will make any gift, for what purpofts 
it fhall be naade, and what fhall be its a-* 
mount ; and that it is a high breach of this 
privilege for any body of mtn, extraneous to 
their conflitutions, to prefcribe the purpoffes 
for which money fhall be levied on them, 
to take to themfelves the authority of judg- 
ing of their conditions, circumflances, and 
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fituatlons^ and of detcrmming the atttouttt 
of the contrfbution to be levied. 

That as the colonies poflefs a right of a^ 
propriatiitg their |;ifts, fo are they entitled at 
all times to enquire into their application, 
to fee that they be not wafted among the 
venal and corrupt for the purpofc of under- 
mining the civil rights of Ae givers, nor' 
yet be diverted to the fupport of ftandin^ 
armies, inconfiftent with' their freedom and 
fubverfive of their quiet. To ptopofe there- 
fore, as this refolution does, that the tnonies 
•given by the colonies fliall be fubjed: to the 
di(pofal of parliament alone, is to ' propofe 
that they fhall relinquifti this right of enqui- 
ry, and put it in the pow^ of others to ren- 
der their gifts ruinous, in proportion as they 
are liberal. , " 

That this privilege of giving or witn^hbld- 
ing our monies, is an important barrier 
againft the undue exertion of prerogative, 
which, if left altogether without controul, 
may be exercifed to bur great oppreffidn; 
and all hiftory (hews how efficacious is its 
interceffion for redrefs of grievances and re- 
eftabliihment of rights, and how improvi- 
dent it would be to part with fo powefful^a 
mediator. 

We are of opinion that the propofitiptt 
contained in this refolution is unreafoWable 
and infidious; unreafonable, becaufe, if V^e 
declare we accede to it, w^ declare without 
refervation, we ^ will purchafe the favour bf 
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parliameh^j; ridt kiidwmg ai tKc faiiic timfe a< 
what price tfecy will pleafe td cilifflate tlicif 
favor j it is iiifidious; Bceaiifei individual 
boloniesi having bid and fciddeii again^ till 
they find the avidity of the feller to great fcft 
all their powers to fatisfy, art; then to re- 
turn into oppofittonj divided from their fif- 
ter colonies ^k^hom the minifEer wiH hav^ 
J>reVioufly detaclted by a gfant of eafier term's 
br by an artful procraftination of a definitivt 
anfwcf. 

That the fii'^ertfion of the exercife of 
fheir pretended power of taxation being cx-^ 
prefsly made eommenfuratc wirfi the conti- 
nnance of ouf gifts* thcfemtrfl be perp'etail 
T:o marke that fo; * Whereas no experience 
has fliewn that a gift of perpetual revemie 
iccurcs a perpctital return of duty or of kind 
€iipofition. On *he corntraryi the parUa* 
tnent itfelfi wifely attentive to this dbferJ^, 
Vatiaui are ifl thfe eftiblifhed prradlifec of 
l^ranting their fupplics from year to year ottJyi" 

Deifirous and determined as we are to eon- 
*fider, in fhe moft difpaffidnate view every 
ieeming advance towards a reconciliation 
made by the Britifli parKamenti let our 
/Ibrrethren of Britain refleft what would haye 
1>een the facrifice to tnen of free ipitits had 
*even fair terms beeh prorffeVed^ as thrfc irffi- 
^ious propofds were with circumftances df 
'irtfuh arid defiance. A propofitiort to give 
our money^ aocompanied with large fleets 
and artiiies, fc^ms addrcfled to oar fears ra- 

D d titer 
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ther than td our freedom. With what pa- 
tience .would Britons have received articles of 
treaty from any power on earth, when borne 
on tne point of a bayonet by military . pie* 
nipotentiaries ? 

We think the attempt unneceflary to raife 
upon us by force or by threats our proporti- 
jonal contributions to the common defence, 
.when all know, and themfelves acknowledge 
,ve have fully contributed, whenever called 
upon to do fo in the charadler of freemen. 

We are of opinion, it is not juft that the 
colonies fheuld be required to oblige them- 
felves to other contributions, while Great- 
Britain poffefles a monopoly of their trade. 
This of itfelf lays them under heavy contri- 
.bution. To demand therefore, additional 
raids in the form of a tax, is to demand the 
^double of their equal proportion, if we are 
^to contribute equally with the other parts of 
•tjie empire, let us equally with .them enjoy 
free commerce with the whole world. But 
'while the reftriftions on our trade fhut to us 
.the refources of wealth, i^ it juft we fhould 
^bear all other burthens equally with thofe to- 
\ whom every refourfe is open ? 

We conceive that the Britifli parliament 
has no right to intermeddle with our ppDvir 
fions for the fupport of civil government, 
or adminiftration of juftice. The provifions 
,wx have nxade, are iuchas pleafe ourfelves, 
.and, are agreeable to our own circumftances : 
They anfwer the fubftantial purpofes of go- 
vernment 
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Tcrnment and of juftice> and otter purpof<?^ 
than thefe fhould not be anfwered. We do 
not mean that Our people (hall be burtheried 
with oppreffive tai^cs, to provide finecures 
for the idle or the wicked, under colour of 
providing for a civil lift. While parliament 
purfue their plan of civil government withih 
their own jurifdidtion, we alfo hope to pur- 
fue ours without moleftation. 

We are of opinion the proposition is 
altogether unfatisfaftory, becaufe it. imports 
only a fufpenfion of the mode, not a fenun-p- 
ciation of the pretended right to tax us : 
becaufe too* it does not propofe to repeal the 
feveral adls of parliament paiTed for the 
purpofe of reftraining the trade and altering 
the form of government in one of our Colo- 
nies ; extending the boundaries and change^ 
Ing the government of Quebec ; enlarging 
the jurifdidtion of the courts of admiralty 
and vice-admiralty ; taking jfrom us the 
right of trial by a jury of the vicinage, in 
cafes affedting both life and property; tranf- 
porting us into other countries to be tried 
for criminal offences ; exempting by mock^ 
trial the niurderers of colonifts from punifh- 
ment; and quartering foldiers oh lis in timei 
of profound peace. Nor do they renounce 
the power of fufpending oiir own legiflaturesf, 
and of legiflating for uS thehifelvcs in all 
cafes whatfocver. ' On the contrary, to ihew 
they mean no difcontitiuance of injury^ 
Ithcy pais ads it the very 'time of hblding 

. out 
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^tthU propofition^ for reftraining the cotxt*- 
inerce inci fifliery of the ptovinces of Newc 
Engknd and for interdifting the trade q£ 
other Colome§ with all foreign nations, ajid 
with each othet* This proves uoeq^ui- 
vocally they meai> not to relinquiih the 
exercife of indifcriminatc legiflation over us. 
Uppn^e whole, this propofition feenris 
to havfe been held up to the world, tp deceive 
it into* a belief that there was nothing ii^ 
dispute bptweea us but the mode of levying 
taxes j; and that the parliaaient have now 
been fo good as to give up this, the Colonies 
are unreafonable if not perfectly fatisfied : 
Whereas in truth, our adverfaries ftill claim 
a ri^ht of demading ad Kbkum^ and of taxing^ 
tis themfelves to ^e full amount of thpir de- 
mand, if we do not comply with it* This 
Jeaves us without any thing we can call pro- 
perty. But, what is of more importance. 
And what in this propofal they keep out or 
iight, as if no fuch point was now in contef): 
Ibetween us, they claim a right to alter our 
fpharters and eftablifh laws, and leave us 
without any fecurity for our lives or libcrUcs. 
The propdfition feem§ alfp to have beea 
calculated more particularly to lull into fatal 
iecurity our well affe^fted fellow fubjedts on 
the other fide the water, till time fhould be 
ffLVtn for the operatipn c^thofe arnis, which 
.a British minifter pronounced would inftan- 
taneoufly reduce the *^ Tpowardly" fons of 
America to unreierved iubmifiion. Btuc 

waen 



^hen tiiQ world reflediSy how inadeqaat^ «q 

jufticc are thefe vaunted terms ^ when it at- 

^enjis to tl?ie. yapid and Ibold iuccefSon of in- 

juries^ which, during a courfe of eleven 

years, have been aimed at thefe. Colonies,^ 

when it reviews the pacific and refpeftful 

expoftvilatipns, which, during (haf whoje 

time, were the fole arn^s we oppofed to 

them I when it obferyes that our complaints 

were either not heard at all, qr were anfwered 

with new and accumulated injuries > when 

it recoUefts that the minifter himfejf, on an 

early occafion declared, *' that he would 

aefver treat with America till he had brought 

her to his feet," and that an avowed partisan 

of miniftry ha^s more lately depounpcd againfl; 

us the dreadful fentence ** delenda eji C^^*- 

tbagOy' that this was done in prefence pf a 

iPrittfh fenate, and being unreproved by 

them, muft be taken to be their own fenti- 

ment, (efpecially as the pi^rpofe has already 

in part been carried into execution, by their 

treatment of Bofton and burning pf Charlef- 

town) wheni it confiders the greftt arniaments 

with which they Ijave invaded us, and the 

circumllances of cruelty with which thefe 

have commenced and profecuted hpftilities; 

when thefe things, we iay, are laid together 

. and attentively confidered, can. the world bp 

deceived into an opinion that we gre unrea- 

fcnable ? or can it hefitate to believe with us^ 

that nothing but our own exertions may Je- 

<feat the minifleri;al £entence of death or ab- 

je6t fubmiflion. On 
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On motion made, Refolved, That Mr. 
Langdon, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Hopkins, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Crane, Do<5lor 
Franklin, Mr. Rodney, Mr/ Johnfon, Mr. 
Henry, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Gadfden, and Mr. 
Hall, be a Committee in the recefs of Con- 
grefs, to make enquiry in all the Colonies 
after virgin lead and leaden ore,^ and thb 
beft method of colledting, fmelting and rcr 
fining it. 

Refolved, That the above mentioned gen- 
tlemen be a Committee in the recefs of the 
Congrefs, to enquire into the cheapeft ani 
eafieft methods of making fait in thef? Co- 
lonies. 

Oil 

Agreeable to the order of the day, the 
Congrefs took under confideration the ftate 
of trade after the tenth of September, and 
after fome debate, the fame was poftponed 
to a future day. 

On motion, Refolved, That when the 
Congrefs adjourns for recefs, it be adjourned 
to meet at Philadelphia. 

Two petitions, one from fundry merr- 
chants in -Nejv-York, and the-pther from 
fundry merchants in Philadelphia, refpcfting 
the fale of teas imported before the late aifo- 
ciation, were laid before the Congrefs, 
^ Ordered, To lie on the table. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 8 o'clock, 

TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, Auguft i, 1775. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Refolved, That the fum of five hundred 
thoufand dollars be imipediately forwarded 
from the continental treafury to the Pay- 
mafter General, to be applied to the ufe of 
the army in Maflachufetts-Bay, in fuch man- 
ner as General Wafhington, or the comman- 
der in chief for the time being, by his War- 
rants, fhall limit and appoint; and if the 
above fum fliall be expended before the next 
meeting of the Congrefs, then, that Gene- 
ral Wafhington, or the commander in chief, 
for the time being, ' be empcrwered to draw 
upon. the continental treafury for the fum of 
two hundred tht)ufand dollars, in favour of 
tJie.Paym^fter General to be applied for the 
jife and in the manner above mentioned., 
r Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennfyl-* 
vaniabe a Committee .to receive and qoiiht 
the above fum of 500,000 dollars, and for^ 
.'ward the fame under the care of the Dele- 
gates of Maflachufetts-Bay, provided fo much 
, is now ready in the treafury. If that is not 
/the cafe, then to receive, count and for- 
ward by the faid Delegates what i§ ready and 
the remainder by the firft opportunity in the 
. fafeft and ^ beft manner, 

Refolved, That a fum not exceeding 
175,000 dollars be paid to the provincial 
Convention of New-York, to be applied to- 
wards the difcharge of the monies advanced 

and 
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and the debts coAtrafised Jor ti^ public fcf^ 
vice, by the faid provincial Conycndon and 
1^ the CoMimittee 6f Albany, in puffuance of 
«ke ^reftifons of this Coiigfefs 3 and tSijit 
Ibe MA pfovinckl C^nVen^n accotttit ttf 
this Coft^fs at their itext meeting fof the 
iipplk^iob i^f the fidd money. 

RefoJved, That the treafurers be^ aftd the^ 
t*e h^eby of derc^ to ^^ to the Delegates 
of the Colony of Cbnrte<ftrcttt, vi^. Elipnalet 
Dyer, Roger Sherman, and Silas Reane^ 
fefq-ui^esit^iiirti of 50,000 Adflars^to be bjr 
tl^M paM ttnto the Governor and Company 
ctf'^he JT^cotoliy, ihpaitdf "^e itntifs by 
ttifettti 4i(bHifed in the cdhtiriental fetvice : 
Ike^Qiid l^tiverncr and Compat^ ^ accounfe 

lUtfd*«i, 1^ the ibrti df too,o0o dol^ 
iars Ije4i?iwaefiiitely forwarded fironi^^ 
tin^fetal te^fof^ «o *e Paymafter Oeneral/ 
*& 'be ^plied to ^t Ufe of the army in ^c 
l<tew-Ybflk ^tfpartttttwt, in ftrch manpar as 
0«)dri9il ^ehuyler by his trafrram fhati limit 
«iiid tfppoim f ^nd diat ^the above fitmfhaA 
iDe e*ffe»aed before the iicxt meeting of tb« 
Cong^t^jj ^n^ that <3feneral Schnyier, dr 
the !G[««flhaha«r in s^hfef , ^ the time being 
4a ^t,-dt^tnaeitt, be empowered to straw 
upon the continental 'treafttry fdr a Yurfiier 
ifttm ^ot Exceeding 200^000 doHafs, to be 
«pfilied for Ae nfe, and in the mannefabovs 
ifeentidfteid, 

. ' Itefdved, 
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• 'kelolved, Thrat the fum of i6,oop, dol-* 
•lars be paid to the Delegates of th^ coloi^y 
of Penrifylvania, in full, . for the like fum 
•by them borrowed by order of the Copgrefs, 
on the 3d of June laft, for the ufe of the 
•Continent. 

Refolved, That the fum of 10,000. dol- 
lars be placed in the hands, of the Delegates 
of Pennfylvania, or any three of them, for 
contingent fervices, and that out of the fam« 
-be paid theexpences incurred for raifing and 
-arming the rifle companiies, and for exprel^ 
fes and other fmall charges^ of which the 
•Congrefs have not been able to procure exv 
^dt accounts ; : and, that . the faSi Committee 
do lay before the Congrefs, at their next 
-meeting, an account of their proceedings in 
that matter. - ' r . > 

• 

Whereas at a former Gongrefs it was re- 
-iblvtd, that ifcberfadn^adks .of^palrlianient,\ in 
■ the continental /iffociatioii enumerated and 
complained of, ihould. no:fe be repealed on or 
before the loth day of feptember, 1775, the 
•inhabitants of tKefe united colonies would 
^ot, direftly or indiredtly, export any mer- 
chandize or commodity ivhattocver to Gre&t 
Britain, Ireland or the Weft-Indies ; and as 
fome doubts have arifen with refpeft to the 
true fpirit and conftrudtion of faid relolve : 
To the end that fuch doubts may be remo- 
ved, 

Refolved, That under the prohibition^ 
in the faid AlTociation contained, to export 

£e to. 
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to, or itxiport fmrn, the iflandi of <j|icat' 
Britain and Ireland, this Cgngrefs intend 
to comprize all exportation to, or imporr 
<atio[n from, the iflands of Jerfey, Guernfeyi 
6arki Aldemey and Maan, aad ^veiy^^^r 
TOpean ifland and fettlement withiji the 5rir 
tifli dominions ; and that Under the denopii- 
hation of the Weft-Indies, this Coitgrei^ 
'means to comprehend all ,the Weft-Indi^ 
iflands, British and foreign^ilo wh^tQver fta|e, 
power or prince belonging, or by whoipfo- 
ever governed, and alio the fummer iflgnds* 
Bahama iflands, Bcrbicia and i Surinam Ofi the 
Main, and every ifland and fettlement wijhr- 
in the latitude of the foutbem line of GeoTr* 
^ia and the Equator. . 

Adjourned to Tucfday, the 5th of &fH 
tember next. 

'TAf above is ^t-Copy of the JatJRNAL ^tie 
Proceedings (2^ /A^ CONGRESS>>^«(w 
their Meeting on the loih {f May^ to tH^ 

tmt* • . .. 

JOHN HANCOCK, Pr^Kto, 

Ch^rxe^s Thomson/ Secretary, 
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speedily will be Publijhed, 

(Sold by J. Almon^ oppoiite Burlington-house^ PicCADittV*) 

A M A P of the Middle Britifli Colonks 
in NORTH. AMERICA. 

Firft publiflicd by Mr/ Lewis E via n s, of 
Philadelphia J in 1755; and fince corredted . and 
improved, as alfo extended, with the Addition of 
New-England^ &c, and bordering Parts of Canada ; 
from aftual Surveys aow lying at the Board of Trade* 

By T. P O W N A L J., MP. 

» 

Late. Governor, &c. &c. of his M a j e s t y's Provinces of 
MASSACHUSETS-BAY and SOUTH-CAROLINA, ani 
Lieutenant-Governor of NEW- JERSEY. 

WITH 

A TopooRAPHieAL Description of ftich'. Farts 
of N O R TH- A ME R I C A as are containca in the 
MAP. 

I 

Extras front the Preface, ** THE Weftern Divifion of this Map vffas 
pubti(hed at the commencement of the late vi2t in America. . It was 
found by the officers and fervants of the crown to have that degree of 
precifion, that it was ufed by them both in England and in America, 
ian4 ferved every pra£^ical purpofe during the war. . Thofe who have 
ferved and.travelled in America, have had few occafions of correcting 
it ; on the contrary, its exaClnefs as far as a general Map means to 
go, as far as a Map on this fmall fcale could go, has generally been 
confirmed by experience on the fpot. In any tranfa£tiOas fince the 
war, where local pfecifion has been neceiTary, this Map has been 
' referred to, not iimply in private, but public tranfadions, fuch as 
the great Indian purchafe and ceffion. The boundaries by which the 
proppfitions for the purchafe of lands on the Ohio were made to the 
Boards of Trade and Treafury, were marked on and fettled by this 
Map, When the fervants of the Crown propofed in the Houfe of 
Commons, the claufe for the limits of the government of ^ebec, 
and when the line of thofe limits was there oppofed, both fidc^^ 
with this Map in their hands, argued from it. 

I do not know that any other General Map of America has beta 
publiihed fince this. There have been forae Maps of particular Pro- 
vinces 



( i ) 

vinces publifhed fince. That of South-Carolina, by Mr. JaME# 
CoQK» baa^ every gec^aphical merrt, and an uncommon degree of ^ 
topographical preciuon. That of North- Carolina, by Mr, CoLtET, 
fecms alfo to have great merit i no parts of this fall within this Map > 
•f the Middle Colonies. 

I have cacefully compared this by Mr. Henry's Map of Virginia, 
engraved and publifhed by Jeffery's. In thefe parts which come 
within the bounds of this our Map, I do not only not find any irh- . 
provements or additions of particulars there ; but, although on fo 
large- afcale, it is ftill lefs particular than this. Trace any Journal 
of Travels, th4t very accurate one of Mr* Burkaby's, for inftance, 
on the tvroMaps, and I will put the ifiue of their merit on tbecorre- 
fpondence of the Map with the fa£b* In this the Geographer will find 
the>'Couffes and dtftance of the roads ; every tavern and ferry ; and 
•very gap where the ridges are paiTed ; he wi41 look for thefe in 
vain in the large Map, and will not even find Winchefter. 

Of New-England there has been no new Map publifhed, and as 
yet none fo accurate as this, fo far as it went in the firft edition. 
What was there -wanting is now added, and for the firft time pub- 
lifhed from a6lual furvey^ lying in the Board of Trade, which the Earl 
of Dartmouth permitted me to have copied for this purpofe. The new 
parts which I have added, are plotted down in the form in which I 
think every Map which can offer to give the face of the country, 
Ihould be laid down, giving an exa£): Map of the natural face of the 
country, and not in default' of that filling up what fliould be a Map 
li^ith writings Inftead of writing, I have put figures, and the writ- 
ing is in the margin and other blank places^ where the face of the 
country is not pretended to be given. The furveys which tend to 
give the Map its accuracy in thefe parts, were chiefly made by Cap« 
tain Holland, or by his Deputies, under his diredtion. 

From the account above, I fhould hope that the Public will think, 
that this publication at the commencement of the prefert very inte- 
refling period of events, to which the fate of this country verges fait, 
is not ill-timed, but that it may be (as the lafl was found to be) of 
ufe and information. 

Many tracks which the reader will fee marked on the Map, and 
which were, when it was firfl publifhed, mere Indian paths through 
the wildernefs, are now in the courfe of a very few years become great 
waggon-roads. 

Et qua modo fuerat femha^ faSla via. 
Some Indian fettlements, being merely a co)Ie<Stion of wigwams, 
rouft now be marked as county towns. Many other particulars 
marked in the Map, and noticed in the analyfis, which were twenty 
years ago matter of practical information and ufeful to the fervice, 
ceafing, peiliaps, now to be of ufe in that way ; may yet be amufing, 
as matters of curious antiquity, become fo at this early period. It will 
be curious in a very few years^ as the face« of the country changes, 

• and 
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»nd is totally, altered to view in this. Ma[>, and to read in this'atia}yfis 
vrbat it wasr in its natural flate, and how the fettleoienti began to 
expand, and had extended themfelves in twenty years. 

This Map, foon after it came to England, was, in a moft auda» 
cious manner, pirated by the late Thomas Jeffery's^ under a 
falfe pretence of improvements. He wais fo totally ignorant of the 
principles on which the original was formed, that although he traced 
the line of the roads and rivers in the ufual way, yet it can fcarce be 
called a copy. The mountains in Ao^erica, which give the Veal fea- 
tures to the face of it, run in ridges of a fpecific direction— do in 
places here and there run up into peaks — do in others end abruptly in 
knobbs and blufF points — do interlock and have gaps—- all which par- 
ticulars are in the original Map, with a careful and fcrupulous atten«* 
tion plotted and marked down ; as alfo where thefe ridges fpread into 
hilly land* The geographer, or the officer, will look in vain for 
this precifion in the pirated copy. The blundering topyift thought, 
that the filling the places, where mountains were faid to be, with the 
[jShgraver's common marks fcratched in at random, was fufficient. 
In fome parts, where the writing dir^Sed his tool, he has followed 
the ridges, but fans fiavoir ; and even there he knew not how to mark 
their fpecific range. I^o far as refpe£ts the face of the country, this 
thing of Jbffery's might as well be a Map of ihe face of the moon. 
Further, in the original there was pbf<prved a punctilious caution* not 
to deceive ; the parts which are drawn from report and computation, 
and coiledled from Journals, are in the original, and in this our Map 
engraved in a {lighter manner, and very differently, from thofe parts 
which are laid down from a£tual iurveys : neither the eye, nor the 
ideas, nor the fcrupulous fpirit of the copyift, went to the iharking 
this ; and all parts ftand equal in authority in his pirated map. 

The plate of this blundering copy has, in the courfe of trade, by 
purchafe, fallen intathe hands of Mr. Saver, oi FUit-JInet^ a man 
of reputation, in a very extenfive line of bufinefs. He very honour- 
ably told me, That if the plate flood as a Angle article in his ihop, he 
would deftroy it direAly; but that it made part of an Atlas already 
publi&ed by him, and was alfo part of another very foon to be pub- 
liihed by him, which had cod many thoufand pounds ; that he did 
not know how to take it out of thefe colledions. I can only fay, it 
will difgrace any colledlion in which it ftands, and that I am forry 
it is to difgrace any, coming from a (hop in which there are fo many 
valuable colle3ions of Maps and Charts. 



Albemarle-ftreet^ Nov. 22, 1775- 
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Neither this improved Map, nor Analyfis, are publiflied with ^ny 
view of profit to the Editor \ if any fhould accrue, it will be given 
to Mr. Evans's daughter and her children. 
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Aa Advcrtifcmcnt of an AMERICAN ATLAS having been 
inferted in the public Papers, purporting that the faid Atlas is 
compofed from Surveys made by Order of Government, by Cap- 
tain Holland, fee. the following is extradlcd from Captain 
Holland's Anfwer to that Advertifcment. 
'« I THINK it neceflary the Public (hould be informed that I 
never gave, or confented to the giving, of any Copies of the 
Surveys, made by me or under my DireS-ion, as Surveyor-General 
of Lands for the Northern Diftri£l of North- America, for the 
Purpofe of Publication ; nor have any Copjes been taken for fuch 
Purpofe, from the faid Survey, after being lodged at the Board of 
Trade, to my Knowledge, except what have been taken in the lat- 
ter End of lafl: Year, for the Ufe of Governor Pownall, by Aiuho- 
rity of the Earl of Dartmouth; nor have I at any Time pub]i(hed« 
or given my Confent to the publifliipg of any Plan, Map, or Survey, 
I'ow extant, that bears my Name, 

SAMUEL HOLLAND." 
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. BOOKS printed for J. Almon, in Piccadilly. 

THE Parliamentary Regiiler; or, Hiftory render the Mode of Prefervation avkward 

of the Proceedings and Debates of the difagreeable, and almoil: impofiible. In bdef 

Lords and Commons : Containing, an Account the Plan of this Work is. To felefl from all 

ofthe moft intereftingSi^eeches and Motions, the Public Prints, the beft Account of ev^y 

accurate Copies of BUli, Protefts, Letters and material Publick Event ; to print it in Octavo, 

Papers j the moft material Evidence, Papers^ and at the End of every Volume, to give a co- 

&c. laid before, and offered to Parliament, pious Index. The Firil Volume coi^tains ^e 

duriAg the Ficft Seffion; vrith proper In« Year 1775. The Secon4 Volume is now 

dexea, &c. Two Volumes 13s. publiihing in Numbers'. 

The Atnericaii Charters, which were pub- A Narrative of the Proceedings and De^ 

liihe9 occafionally in this Work, may be had bates of the Parliament of Irfland ; inctU- 

fepai»tely, or bound up with the Work. ' ding an authentic Lift of the Penfions on 

It is defired' of Gentlemen who want any that Eftablifhment ; an accurate State of the 

particular Nombers to compleat their Sets, Finances, and of all the pubUc Accounts of 

that they would order them as fpeedily as pof<? that Kingdom, during the Fifth Seffion of 

Hble. ' the Second Parliament held at Dublii^ on 

The Parliamentary Rcgifter, being the Pro- the Tenth Day of Oftobei^ I77i' ^t was in 

ceediags and Pebates of the Secojid Seilion, is this Seilion, that the Difpute with America 

now publishing in Numbers, price one Shil- was, for- the firft. Time, introduced into 

ling€dch. the Parliament of Ireland. Publilhed in 

TheRemtmbrancer; or Impartial Repofi- Numbers, price one Shilling each. . 

tor>' of Public Events. Publiihed Monthly, The Debates and Proceedings of the Houic 

price one Shilling each Number. of Common?, for 1773 and 1774. Two 

The late interefting Advices from Amerhaj Volumes, which complete that Work to the 

fuggeiled the utility of a Periodical Colleftion Diflblution of the laft Parliament, los. ^d. in 

of the bfcfl Accounts of every important public Boards. 

Tranfadion, Many Events ha\e happened ^•^ Tho'e Noblemen and Gentlemen,, who 

d.iring the pKfent Summer, which probably are in PofTeflion of any Volumes of this Work, 

wi I be the fubjeft of DiTcuflion next Winter, are deHrcd to compleat their Sets as foon -as 

Thefe Accounts being published in the News poflible ; bccaufe there will be no more <Je- 

Papers, are frequently miflaid after thcDay of tached Volumes to be had, when the prefent 

Publication j and when afterwards wanted, Impreflion is difpofed of. 

are fomctimes very difficult to recover : befides. The nine Volumes of this Collection of the 

being mixed with the common Occurrences of Debates and Proceedings of the Houfe of Com- 

the Day, and publiihed in the large Folio Siie^ SQons, from 1 745 to 1 774, bouad 2I. 145/ 

The 
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The Proteins of the Houfe of Lords, from A CoUe^ion of mtereffing Political Tra£h» 
1242 (the firiliipoA record) to 1772. 2 Vols, publiihed in London during the lafl: ten Years, 
bound, 13s. 6d. on tKe moft important Subje^s Ei^lit Vo^s, 

The Debates of the Houfe of Commons of O£^avo 2I. 2S. half bound and lettered. 
Irt-landjinthe Years 176 3^nd 1764. Taken This Collection, Contains the foUowii^. 
by Sir James Caldwell, Bart, and dedicated by »— Letter from Candor/ Junior. Letter on Li- 
permimon, to the Earl of Chatham, a Vols, bels. Warrants, &c. Another Letter in Mat> 
bound, 12 s. terufLibeL Trial of Zenger. Lord Somert 

The Protefts of the Lords of Ireland, from on Grand Juries. Jura Populi Anglicanl. 
1634 (the firft upon . record) to 1770. i Vol.* Two Speeches of Lord Hard wicke, when Loci i" 

bound, 4s. Chcncellor. Principles of Tome late Changes ' 

P ropof all f of Printing, The Parliamentary (in I765). Hiftoryofthe Minority. True 
Hiftory of England., from the Acceriion of Hiftory ot a Short Adminiftration. Enquiry » 

Charles the Second, to the Death of George into the Principles of the fame Gentleman* 
the Second; In Thirty Vblumcs 0£tavo. Short Confiderations upon fome late Grants. 
Price Nine Guineas, nfcatly bound. The Va- Free Appeal to the People.. Hjneft £ledor*i 
riety of Publications of the Proceedings of Propofai, Letter to the Duke of Grafton* 
Parliament, during this long and interefting Speech of Mr. Grenville on expelllne J4r« 
period have been afliduoufly collefted and care- Wilkes. Refleftions on the Cafe of Mr^ 
fully ^reviled, by feveral intelligent Gentlemen, Wilkes. Defeription of a Parliaraent. Qtm» 
The Collection of Debates ufually called Irderations on the Times. Enquiry into the 
Chandler' I Collefiion, will be included in this State of the French Monarchy. Letter 10 
Work j with fuch Correftions, as the Journals ^Samuel Johnfon. Duke of Portland's Cafe, 
of Parliament, and other authentic Publicati- * Defence of Nullum Tempus Bill. Debates 
pns, have m^de neceffary : together with a on the fame. Letter to Lord Bute, Mr, 
great Number of additional Speeches and Pa- Hope's Letters to Lord Hopetoun, Sec, State 
p»rs, which efcaped the Notice of the former of the Nation. Appendix to the Same, Con* 
Editors j and fome which have been printed iiderations on the Dependencies on GreatBri^ 
iince that Publication ; and feveral which have tain. Mollyneux's Cafe in Ireland, fu- 
jiot yet been printed. The Work which is gitive Pieces of Iri/h Politics. Two Speeches 
now offered to the Public, is not a crude on the Conve^ntion \vith Spain. The Right 
hafty Compilation 5 it is the Produdjtion of of the State, as concerned in the Affairs of 
feveral Years Labour; clofe Application; dt- the E a ft Indies. By T. Pownall, Efq. Prc- 
ligent Search ; and, the Editors hope, judici- fent State of the Britiih Intereft in India, 
ous Selection. In the laft Volume will be Authentic Papers (laid before the Houfe of 
given a copious Index to the whole. The C; mmpns) relative to the expedition againd: 
former Parliamentary Hiftory ends where this the Caribbs, and to the Sale of Lands, in ihe v 
begins. Subfcriptions are tax en in by the Idand of St. Vincent. 2s. 6d. 
i'ubliiher. No Money is defired at the Time Letters to and from the Eaft India Compa- 
of Subfcribing. As foon as Two Hundred ny's Servants in Bengal, Fort St. George, 
Copies are fubfcribed for, the Work will be and Bombay; (laid be^re the Houfe of Com« 
fent toPrcfs. mons) relative to treaties and grants from the 

Select Trails on American Aftairs; from' country powers ; from 1756 to 1766, With, 
the Beginning of the Year 1768, to the end an Appendix, confitting of papers relative to 
Qf the Year 1775. In four Volumes, Oc- v the Company^s late bargain with Govern" 
tavo, il. IS. I ment, 3s. 

XhHs Collection, contains the following.— - Authentic Letters, Papers, &c. laid be* 
Letters to the Miniftry from the Governors, fore the Houfe of Commons relative to the 
^c. in America. Letters to the Earl of Hi 1 If- Spaniards taking Falkland's Ifland, 3s. 
borough, from the fame. Letters from a Far- The three preceding articles half bonn4 

mer in Pennfylvania to the Inhabitants of thfc and lettered, 6s. \fi 

Britifh Colonies. 'A New Efiay on theCon- The Beginning/Progrefs, and Conclufion of 
ilitutionar Power of Great-Britain over the the late War. With other interefting matters 
Colonies in America, by the PennfylvaAia confidered, is. 6d. 

Farmer. An Appeal to the Juftice and Inte- Some account of the Cha rafter of the late 
refts of the People of Great-Britain, in the Right Hon. Hf-nry Bllfon Legge, containing 
prefent Difputes with America. A Second the Lertcrs which pafTed between him and 
Appeal, by the fame. An Intended Speech Mr. Samuel Martin, relative to the Hamplhire 
in Support of the Petition from the American Election, and his Difmiffion. is. 
Congrefs. Law of Liberty, by Dr. Zubly. The BuHget, 1764, is. 
Votes and Journal of the American Cci'prefs The StJte of the Nation (1765) with re- 
in 1774. Journal of the Proce din^s ot" the gard to its income, expenditure, and unlunde^ 
Ameiican Congrefs ini 7 75. debt :' by the fame author, is. 

A 
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A Caveat on the Part of Public Credit, for An Effay on the Theory of Money, as, 6(1, 
1769 : by the fame author, is. ObferTacioiu on the Power of Climate over 

Eilay on the Right of every Man to fpeak the Policy, Strength, and Manners of Nations, 
and write freely, 28. Oftavo, fewed, 38, 

Obfervations on Sir J. Dalrymple's Memoirs The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain 
«f Great Britain, 2S, donfidered. ByJoHiuaGee. A new Edition, 

<► Plan offered by the Earl of Chatham for with Notes, and an Appendix, 38. 
fettling the Troubles in America, }s. Franco- Gallia; or an Account of the anci- 

The eight preceding articles being printed ent free State of France, and moft other Parti 
in Quarto may be had half bound and lettered, of Europe , before the Lofs of their Liberties. 
:^o$. 6d. Written in Latin by Francis Hotoman^ 

AColleAion of Intetefting Letters from the Tranflated into Engliifh by Lord Molef worth, 
]public Papers, particularly including thofe with his Lord{hip*s Preface, 49. 
written on thefeveral Changes" of Admmif^ra- £n*ay towards eOabliihing the Meafure an4 
- lioh, the Taxarionof the Colonies, &c, from Melody of Speech. Quarto, los. 6d. 
the Acceflio'n of the prefent King to the End ANew Syftem of MiliUry Difcipline, found- 
of 1768 i Two Volumes, Oftavo, IDS. 6d. , ed upon Principk. By a General Officer. 
' <i»^ it is an Obfervation in Kennet's Re- Quarto, los. 6d. in Boards. 

^er, which Lbrd Somers has taken for his A new Syftem for the Eftabl'fhment, Pay. 
' Motto, to his Colleaion of Trafts,. " That Clothing, Provifion, &c. of the Army, By 
the Bent and Genius of the Age is beft known an Officer, is. 

in t free Country, by the Pamphlets and. Pa- ^ A Memoir entituled Drainage and naviga«f 
diers which daily come out." tion but one united work 9 and an outfall to 

Letters concerning the prefeot State of Eng- deep water the firft and neceilary ftep to it. 
land ; particularly refped^ing the Politics, Arts, AddreiTed to the Corporations of Lynn- Regis 
Manners, and Literature of the Times, one and Bedford Level. By T. Powrall, £fq. xs« 
Volume, OAavo, 6s Camden*s Britannia. A new edition, with 

A Collection of all the Treaties of Peace, great Additions, from the valuable notes and 
Commerce, and Alliance, between Great Bri- papers left by iht late Biihop Gibfon, in 2 
tain and other Powers, from the Revolution vols, folio. 4I. 4a. 

(in 16%%) to the prefent time. 2 Vols. 12s. A Caqdid Enquiry into the mined State of 

No pains have been fpared to make this the French Monarchy. With remarks on the 
work complete ; and, it is prefumed, no omif- late defpotic redu^ion of the intereft of the 
iioa will be difcovered. Whenever treaties national debt of France, 2s. 6d. 
kave been publi/hed by authority ,or laid before The Works of William Thomas, Clerk of 
Parliament, thofe copies only have been ftri- the Privy Council in 1549. ConfiAing of a 
lowed } and whenever no tranflation by au- very curious and circumftantial Accovnt of 
thority has appeared, the original is inferted, the Reign of King Hemry the Eighth, in which 
together with a tranflation. the Caufes of the Reformation are moft parti- 

Confiderations on the Impofition of four cularly and candidly exhi^ted. To which are 
2nd an half per Cent, collected on Grenada, added, Six Eflfays on Queftions of great Mo- 
9lc* by His Majcfty*s Letters Patent, un- ment to the State, v^ritten by the fame Au- 
der Pretence of the royal prerogative, witliout thor, at the Command, and for the private In- 
grant of Parliament, IS. formafion, of King Edward the Sixth. The 

TtieControverfy between Great Britain and whole literally tranfcribed from an original 
her Colonies reviewed j the feveral pleas on Manufcript, in the Cotton Library, with 
the Colonies in fupport of their rights to all Notes. By A. D*Aubant, Efq. 3s.4fewed. 
liberties nnd privileges of British fubje^s, and Ode for the new Year, 1776.) is. 
to exemption from the legiHative authority of Heroic Epiftle to Sir W. Chambers. New 
Parliamenr, ftared and confidered ; and the edition, the ijth. is. 
. ^jature of their connection with, and depen- Heroic Poftfcript to the fame, is. 
dence on Great-Bjit^iin, {hewn from the cvi- Genius of Britain an Ode is. 
denceof hiiioricalfaAs. and authentic records, Epiftle from Oberea to Mr. Banks, 5tk 
4?. edition, is. 

Confederations on the Policy, Commerce, Macarony Fables, gd./edition is. 6d. ^ 
and Circumftances of this Kingdom, 58. ^-^y^c Confolations. By the fame, 3s. 

Travel* through Holland, Flanders, Ger- Thefe efteemed Poems being printed in Quar- 
Tnany, Denmark, Swecen, Lapland, Ruiha, to, make a handl'ome . Volume, and may be 
the Vkraine, Poland, in the years 176S, 1 769, had half bound and lettered, los 6d. 
1770. In which is particularly minuted, the Speedily vtulbs Pubiljhtdf upon an enlarged 
prefent ftate of thofe countries, refpcdling plau, "The Fugitive Mijcellany and Paetkai 
' their agriculture, population, manufactures, C/2/^«^<i^. To te continued every thru Months, 
commcrrr, the arts and ufelul undertakings, price one Sbtlling each Number, 
Byjofeih M^tfhall. Efq j 3 vols. iSs. The 
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•f he New Foundling HofpUal for Wit. The conftltution of Great Britain is amplf 
Containing a great Number of curious. Pieces difcufled, it# rife and progrefs from the r«-» • 
in Profeand Vcrfc, which are in no ether Col- motcft times j and the power, prerogatives^ 
legion. Many of them written by Perfons of council^ and revenues of the K.ing,are explained. . 
the firft Rank and Diftinftion. In fix In confidering the Britifh parliament, par- . 
Volumes, each Volume adorned with »a Cop- ' ticular care has been taken to difplay the lawjs, , 
per-Plate Frontifpiecc. 155. fewed, and 1 8s. cuftoms, and privileges of that grand, council, 
bound. of the nation; enumerate their method« mf 

The Fugitive Mifcellany, being a CoUec- proceeding j and fhew the manner in wiiick 
tion of fucii fugitive Pieces in Profe and Verfe the national bufinefs is tranfafted. 
as are in no other Colle6tiun, being a Con* yhe .various ofHcesthat compofe the Kfng*i 
tinuation of the new Foundling Hofpital for court are enumerated : and the power, and me* 
Wit. Two Volumes, 5s. thod of proceedings in the feveral courts of ja« 

A Companion for a Leifure Hour, or a Col- fticc, fully explained, 
icftion of fugitive Pieces, chiefly ferious, 28. 6d The Royal Kalendar for England, Scotland, 
fcv\ed. amd Ireland, publiihed annually.in November } 

Proceedings of the Governor and Council containing accurate lifts of the complete efta- 
at Fort William in Bengal, zs. 6<!. blifhments of Great Britain and Ireland, the 

Prefent State of th,e Britifli Intereftin India, four Houfes of Parliament, all the officers of 
45. ' ftate, revenue, law. Sec. with all the laft cor- 

True Alarm, 2S. regions, 2s. bound, and with an alma- 

Right Duty and Intercft of the State in th« nack, 2S. 6d. , 

Affairs of the Eait Indies. By T. Pownall, A New edition of the Coftipanion to the 
£fc|« IS. Royal Kalendar (to which is now added the 

Speedily will be Publifhed (a new edition Time when each County, City and Borouj^ 
corre£Vcd to the Month of February 17 7 6) The firft fent Members to Parliament, and the 
New Prefent Sate of Great Britain. Cjn- Rii>ht of £le£lion in each Place) Beijiga 
taining a fuccinfl account of the climate, di- Lift of all the Changes in Adminiftrattony 
vifions, and Inhabitants of Great Britain : from the Acceftion of the prefent King ja 
an ample defcription of the feveral counties O£lober, 1760^ to the End of November, 
into which that kingdom is divided ; their 1775 j arranged in a new and improved Me- 
air, foil, natural productions; trade and ma- thod« To which is prefixed, a Lift of the late 
nittfaAures.—«The government of Great Bri- and prefent Houfe of Commons, fhewing the 
tain; the power, prerogatives, and revenues Changes made in the Members of Parliament, 
of the King ; the laws, cuftoms, and privi- by the General £le£tion in OAober, I774«- 
Jeges ofParliament ; and the power and me- with the Names of the Candidates where the 
thods of proceeding in the feveral courts of £]|e(5lions were contefled, the Numbers polled, 
jnftice.— A copious defcription of the capitals the fuppofed Number of Voters, and the De* 
of England and Scotland, their Government, cifions made by the Sele£t Committees, is. 
courts of juftice, principal buildings, trading (This ufeful little Book may be had bound 
and other companies, privileges and com- with the Kalendar, with an Almanack, 01: 
merce.— To which are added, complete and without.) 

accurate lifts of all the civil, ecclefiaftical, Baronetage of England; or, a genealogical 
and military officers in Great Britain. and hiftorical account of the prefent EngUfii 

Price 5s. bound. Baronets, with all their arms engraved and 

Th^ditor returns his thanks, for the fa- blazoned. 3 Vols. los. 6d. bound, 
vourable reception this Work has met with. ' An Extind Peerage of England ; contnn* 
All that can with propriety be obferved by ing an account of all thofe noble familiei 
him is, that he has omitted nothing in his whofe titles are extinft; from the earlieft ac« 
power to render it both the moft ufeful and counts to the prefent time, in i Vol. 3s* 6d 
entertaining treatife that has hitherto ap- bound. 

peared on thia fubjc£l J to correal the errors The Ppcket Herald 5 or a compleat view 
of former writers ; to fupply the many defi- of the prefent Peerage of the three kingdoms; 
ciencies in their works; and to prefent the giving an account of their births, marriages, 
reader with a candid and impartial account of and iffue ; employments, titles, creations^ 
the various particulars conftituting the pre- and reiidencies. With the apns, fupporters, 
lent ftate of Great Britain. crefts, and mottos, of all the Peers, (together 

He has endeavoured to give a fatisfaftory with all the Bifhops ana PeerefTes) of Eng- 
nccountof the name, fituation, climate, and land, Scotland, and Ireland, engraved and bU- 
inhabitants of thislfland ; to delineate the fe- zoned, in two neat pocket Vqlumes, 7s boimd. 
veral counties, with accuracy ; and todefcribe ♦#• The above three books being printed in 
their rivers, air, foil, natural produ^ions, ma- an uniform iize and manner, the whrle 6 vols, 
nufadtures, and trade. may be had, neatly bound, price one guinea* 
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Life of Cardmal Reginald Pole. By Mr, Scotland upon tl^e caufe wherein h>» Grace 
t*hlUpps of Oxford. 2 vols, T3S. the Duke of Hamilton and others were plaJn- 

Adventure5 of the renowned Don Quixote, tiffs, and Archibald Douglas, of Douglas, Efq : 
Tranflated from the Spanifh. By Dr. Smol- defendant; with a preface, giving an impar« 
Ictt. A new edition. Illuftrated yvith twen- tial and diftinft account of this famous fuif, 
t)^-eight new copper-plates, defigned by Hay- 5s. bound, 
man, in 4 vols. 1 2s. bound. ' Speech againft the Sufpending andDifpcn- 

Thc Traveller's Pocket-Book ; or, Ogilby fing Prerogative, is. 6d. 
and Morgan's book of the roads } improved An Enquiry into the Praftice and Legality 
andcorre^ed is. 6d. of Prefling by the Kings Commiffion, found- 

Thc Coropleat Grazier, or Geotleman and ed on a confidcration of the methods inf ufe, to 
Farmer's Diredlory ; containing thebeftin- fupply the Fleets and Armies of England; 
:ftnt«flions for buying, breeding, and feeding of from the earlieft period of theEiiglifli Law aild 
cattle, fhecp, and hogs, and for fuckling lambs J Hiftory to the prefent times, is. 6d. 
a defcription of the particular fymptoms com- The original North Briton complete, j 
monly attending the various dii^mpers 10 vol. 12s. bound. 

which cattle, fheep, and hogs, are fubjefts ; Three Trafts, viz, Obfervations on the 
with the moft approved remedies : direftions Spaniih Papers, Letters to the £le£borc of 
for making the beft butter, feveral forts of Aylefbury,and Letters to the Duke of Grafton, 
cheefc and rennet; different methods of flock- By John Wilkes, Efq ; as. 6d. Icwed. 
ing a grafs farm, with the particular expence Thefe tra£ls being printed in the fame fize 
and profits of each ; how to prepare the land, as the North Briton, the whole 4 vols, bound 
and feveral forts of grafs feed to advantage: uniform 15s 

«{treftions for raiiing proper fodder ibr cattle The Cafe of Ireland bein^ bound by Afts of 
and {beep; particular inftru£tions for ordering. Parliament in England, ftated. By W. 
breeding, and feeding poultry, turkeys,, pid- Molyneux, of Dublin, Efq ; a new edition. 
geons, geefe, ducks, buftards, pea-fowls, phea- With a new preface^ 3s. 
iants, partridges, and tame rabbits ; alfo direc- Fugitive Pieces of Iriih Politics during the 
tions for making fiih-ponds, or canals, and A^iminiftration of Lord Townihend. ' 2s. 6d. 
for ftoring them,and ordering the fifh in the be/l ConAderations on th'^Dependencles of Great 
onanner. With feveral other ufeful and curi- Britain. Wherein the Trade and Revenue 
ous particulars, 3s. baund. of Ireland are'particularly coniidered. 2S. 

The Advantages and Difadvantages of in* Letter from Candor, Junior is. 
clofing Wafte Lands and Open Fields, impar- A Letter on Libels, Warrants, Seizure of 
tially flated and confidered. By a Country Papers, Sec. New edition, 2S. 6d. 
Gentleman, is. 6d. Another Letter on matter ofLihel. New 

Every Man his own Brewer ; or a Com- edition improved, 2S. 6d, 
pendium of the Engli/h Brewery. Containing Thele and other efteemed tra^s on the 
the beft inftra£tions for the choice of hops^ Subject of Libel, and the duty of Jurymen in 
malt, and water, and for the right manage- trying a Libel. By the fame author^ bound 
mept of the brewing utenfils. Likewife the together, 8s. 

moft approved methods of brewing London The Security of Engliihmens Lives; or 
porter and ale. Of brewing amber. Burton the Duty, Truft, and Power of the Grand 
wefter, and oat ales. Of good table beer, and furies of England, explained.- By Lord So- 
Mariborough, Dorchefter, Nottingham, and mers, is. 6d. 

Briftol Beers. And of manufafturing pure Tryal of John Peter Zeneer, of New 
malt wines. Of fermentation ; cafualdiftem- York, Printer ; for printing a Libel, is. 
perature in brewing, with the caufe andreme^ The Hiftoryofthe Minority, during the 
dy. The theory of Britifh fruits, as applied to years 1762, 1763, 1764, and 1765. Exhi- 
the improvement of malt liquors. Of the biting the condu^, principles and views of 
thermometer, its ufe and application in brew- that party* A new edition, with feveral ad- 
ery. Of fire, and its a^ion on malt and vi- ditions, 5s. bound, or 4s. fewed. 
Snous cxtrafts. Together , with a variety of Letters from an American in London, to hia 
maxims and obfervations deduced from, theory Friend in America. Containing the probable 
and pra£ttcs. And fome ufeful hints to the ftate of England one hundred years hence 2S. 
diftilleryv for extra£ling a fine fpirit from malt 6d. 

and otV er ingredients. The whole iiluftrated Jura Populi Anglicani ; or the Subjeds 
by feveral experiments. By a Gentleman late- Right of Petitioning fet forth. Occafioned 
ly retired from the brewing bufinefs, 3s bound, by the cafe of the Kentifli Petitioners. 2e. 
The Speeches of the Lords of Sefiionin 
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